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Tent  amen  Medicinale : 

OR,  AN 

E  N  Q  U  I  RY 

INTO  THE 

DIFFERENCES 

Between  the 

Difpenfarians  and  Apothecary s* 

W  H  E  R  E  I  N 

The  latter  are  prov’d  capable  of  a  Skilful 
Compofition  of  Medicines,  and  a  Ra¬ 
tional  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick. 

7 o  which  are  added ,  Some  PROPOSALS  to 
prevent  their  Future  Increafe. 


By  an  Apothecary. 


■-  « — -Hinc  Jernper  VlyJJis 

Criminihus  terrere  novts  :  hiric  fpargere  Voces 
In  Vulgum  ambiguasy  £?  querere  conjoins  arma* 

Virg.  JEneid. 

Inventum  Medicim  meum  eft  ;  Opiferq;  per  Orbem 
Dicor  ;  CJ  Herbarum  Subjetta  Fotentia  nobis . 

Ovid.  Metam.  r 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E: 

HO  W,  to  talk  like  an 

thecar y,  became  prover¬ 
bial,  I  can  no  more  tell, 
than  know  what  People  mean 
when  they  fay  fo  ;  but  to  write 
Uke  one ,  is  not  fo  common,  Fm 
certain,  as  to  deferve  it ;  For 
notwithftanding  their  Profef- 
lion  may  afford  them  as  many 
Opportunities  of  indulging  fuch 
a  Humour,  as  moft  ;  yet  above 

A  a  "  all 
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ail  they  feem  to  be  free  from 
that  foolifh  and  popular  itch. 
But  how  much  foever  in  this  I 
may  have  broke  an  old  Cuftom, 
and  perhaps  a  very  good  one 
too  ;  yet  I  would  not  willingly 
Ihew  my  felf  fo  fond  of  Inno¬ 
vations,  as  not  by  the  Formali¬ 
ty  of  a  Preface  to  tell  the  World 
why  I  have  done  fo. 

The  Principal  Reafons  then 
that  put  me  upon  this  Under¬ 
taking,  were  to  vindicate  the 
Apothecary s  from  thofe  unjuft 
Reproaches  which  of  late  have 
been  caft  upon  them,  by  iiich 
whole  private  Intereft  has  in¬ 
due  d  to  be  their  Enemies,  I 
mean  the  D ij^e and  to 
remove  thofe  infamous  Oblo- 

•  quies. 
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quies  which  the  Profeffion  lie§ 
under  by  the  Admiffion  of  le- 
veral  into  it,  ajmoit  altogether 

unqualified.  : 

The  Insinuations  of  the  Dif- 
penfarians,  that  theApothecarys 
are  ib  illiterate  and  unskilful,  as 
not  to  he  capable  of  their  own 
proper  BufinelV,  1  thought,  were 
fo  apparently  falfe,  as  to  have 
needed  no  pains  at  all  to  prove  , 
them  lb.  But  feeing  this  EbuL 

CD 

lition  of  Malice  and  Ill-nature., 
notwithstanding  the  free  Vent 
which  has  a  long  time  been  gi¬ 
ven  it,  hill  to  continue,  and  ra¬ 
ther  heighten  than  decreafej 
the  Prefs  teeming  afreih  with 
invebtive  and  abunve  Libels  a* 
gainft  them,  by  which  foihe  ere- 

A  5  oulbiis 
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dulous  Perfons  may  perhaps  be 
Impos’d  upon,  and  unjuftly  pre¬ 
judic’d  ;  and  feeing  none  elfe 
appear  in  their  own  defence,  I 
thought  it  high  time  for  fome 
body  to  do  it,  efpecially  when 
they  began  to  be  intuited  for 
their  Silence.  How  well  1  have 
acquitted  my  felf  of  the  Under¬ 
taking,  and'  how  far  it  may  be 
fuccefsful  for  the  End  it  was 
defign’d,  I  muft  leave  to  the 
Judgment  and  Candor  of  others. 
I  am  very  fentible  feveral  of  the 
Profeffion  might  be  much  more 
capable  to  have  undertook  it ; 
but  feeing  for  fome  Reafons, 
to  which  I  am  a  Stranger,  they 
hitherto  have  declined,  I  hope 
’twill  the  more  eafily  be  excus’d 
’tis  no  better  done  now.  I 
.  '  ,  -  •  have 
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have  throughout,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  brought  every  thing  to 
the  Light,  not  only  the  more 
effectually  to  expole  the  Inju- 
ftice  and  Unreafonablenels  6f 
the  Afperlions  call:  upon  them 
by  the  Dilpenfarians ;  but  like- 
wife  the  better  to  diftinguifh 
and  detect  all  thofe  who  have 
crouded  in  amongft  them,  not 
at  all  qualified,  and  by  whofe 
means  the  Credit  and  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Profeffion,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  has  extreamly  fuffer’d.  I 
think  I  have  very  evidently  de- 
monftrated,  that  an  Apotheca¬ 
ry,  who  has  firfi:  been  duly  in¬ 
truded  in  the  Languages,  has 
all  the  Advantages,  if  not  great¬ 
er,  than  any  one  can  have  as  a 
Phyfician,  thoroughly  to  qua- 

A  4  lify 
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lily  himlelf,  not  only  in  the 
Knowledge  of  all  thole  things 
which  are  neceffary  to  the  Bu- 
hnefs  of  Pharmacy,  and  what 
relates  to  a  skilful  Preparation 
and Compofition  of  Medicines'; 
but  likewife  a  rational  Admini- 
idration  of  them  to  the  Sick  for 
the  Cure  of  Diftempers ;  and 
proved  that  the  Imputations  of 
Extortion  andOppreffion,  urg’d 
againft  them  in  general,  are 
fcandaloufly  falfe  and  grounds 
lefs. 

Something  in  this  nature,  I 
think,  has  already  been  done, 
but  not  by  any  of  the  Profef- 
fion,  whole  Appearance  in  their 
own  Vindication  has  fo  long 
been  expended,  that  their  Si¬ 
lence 


t 
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lence has  given  too  much  ground 
for  Reflection,  as  if  }twas  a  tacit 
Acknowledgment  of  the  Truth 
of  what  has  been  charg’d  upon 
them.  Something  was  done 
fome  time  ago  in  their  behalf 
by  a  Phyflcian  ;  but  it  had  fuch 
a  Mixture  of  Perfonal  Reflecti¬ 
ons  in  it,  that  it  feem’d  rather 
to  gratify  fome  private  Pique, 
than  to  do  them  really  any  Ser¬ 
vice:  And  very  lately  there  has 
fomething  appear’d  againft  Dr. 
Pitt,  call’d,  The  Cenf  ?r  Cenfur'd ; 
which  I  had  not  feen  before  the 
writing  of  this ;  where  I  have 
took  notice  of  fome  Paflages  of 
the  Potior  s  Antidote,  which  I 
find  there  animadverted  Upon  ; 
but  in  fuch  a  different  manner, 
that  I  think  I  may  let  mine  pals, 
,  ,  .  without 


’*  '  X 

without  the  danger  of  being 
accus’d  for  writing  the  fame 
over  again,  or  copying  after  a: 
nother.  When  I  fir  ft  law  that, 
I  hop’d  what  I  had  here  done 
would  have  been  needlefs ;  but 
upon  reading  it,  I  found  it  fo 
full  of  Recriminations,  and  fo 
remote  from  what  I  infilled  up*- 
on,  and  what  I  judg’d  moft 
material  to  the  Purpofe,  that  I 
refolved  again  to  venture  my 
own  into  the  Light ;  but  what 
Fate  it  may  there  meet  with,  I 
am  not  fo  certain  of,  as  that  it 
will  find  a  great  many  Enemies, 
I  heartily  wifh  I  could  fay,  not 
among  my  own  Profeftion. 

1  not  at  all  queftion  being  fe- 
verely  dealt  with  by  fome,  for 

ufing 
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ufing  fo  much  Freedom  with 
the  Character  of  a  Phylician, 
and  of  being  charged  to  have 
reflected  upon  their  whole  Col¬ 
lege;  but  of  fiich  Perfons  I 
would  only  beg  the  Patience  to 
confider,  who  mo  ft  detracts 
from  and  degrades  the  Dignity 
of  any  Character,  they  who 
under  the  fhelter  of  it  defcend 
to  bale  and  unworthy  Pradi- 
ces,  or  one  who  publickly  writes 
againft,  and  expofes  them  ;  I 
cannot  but  think  any  impartial 
Judge  would  readily  give  it  a- 
gainft  the  former.  I’ll  own,  I 
have  endeavour’d  to  prove  that 
the  Apothecarys  may  be  accom- 
plifh’d  in  all  thofe  things  which 
are  neceftary  to  a  good  Phyil- 
cian,  and  in  the  Pradice  of 

Phyftck 
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Phyfick  bring  them  into  Com¬ 
petition  with  the  Phyficians 
themfelves.  But  what  then  ? 
If  it  be  nothing  but  what  is 
true,  which  I  think  I  have 
proved,  what  reafon  can  any 
one  have  to  be  uneafy  at  my 
faying  fo  ?  Tis  not  the  Phyfi¬ 
cians,  as  fo,  that  I  write  a- 
gainft,  or  have  I  any  where  re¬ 
flected  upon  the  College,  but 
only  again  ft  a  Diflenting  Party 
of  them,  who  would  fain  per- 
fuade  People  that  the  Apothe. 
carys  are  fo  notorioufly  ignorant 
and  lllitnate,  as  not  to  be  fit  for 
their  own  Buftnels.  I  would 
1  eadily  pay  as  much  Deference 

t0  ^ie  Character  of 
a  Phyfician,  as  any  one  •  but 

at  the  fame  time  be  no  more 

afraid 
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afraid  to  ftand  up  in  oppofition 
againft  fuch,  when  I  am  fatiil 
fied  Truth  is  on  my  fide,  than 
any  other.  If  therefore  ’tis 
plain  that  a  Party  under  that 
Chara&er  have  dealt  unjuftly 
in  any  refpedd,  1  cannot  think 
a  Perlon  ought  to  be  abridg’d 
of  the  Liberty  of  telling  them 
publickly  of  it  ;  efpecially 
when  ’tis  in  his  own  Defence, 
and  he  is  fo  nearly  concern’d, 
as  every  Apothecary  in  this  cafe 
is  :  And  that  the  Difpenfarians 
have  dealt  very  unfairly  and  un¬ 
juftly  with  the  Apothecarys,  I 
think  I  have  made  it  fo  mani- 
feft,  as  to  leave  no  manner  of 
room  to  cjueftion  it. 


As 
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As  for  what  relates  to  Dr. 
pht,  I  was  thinking  indeed  to 
have  left  it  out,  by  confidering 
it  likely  to  be  but  of  very  little 
advantage  to  what  I  had  ap¬ 
pear’d  in  behalf  of,  to  expofe  a 
Ferfon,  who  has  taken  fo  much 
Pains  already  to  make  himfelf 
the  j  eft  and  Ridicule  of  all  that 
know  either  him  or  his  Writ¬ 
ings  ;  but  feeing  the  old  Gentle" 
man  ftill  fo  tenacious  and  per- 
verfeas  to  continue  in  his  wont¬ 
ed  Railleries,  I  was  very  willing 
to  contribute  what  I  could  to. 
wards  fo  good  a  Work,  as  the 
bringing  of  the  Do&or  to  Rea¬ 
son,  1  look’d  upon  to  be,  not 
knowing  but  fomething  or  other 
in  this  might  conduce  tofuch  a 
i-  Effe£h  However,  ftiouid 

my 
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Endeavours  mifcarry,  I  hope 
none  will  blame  me  for  my 
good  Intentions. 

What  a  Noife  and  Buftle 
this  new  Se£b  of  Medicine- 
Mongers  ( the  cDifpenfarians  ) 
and  their  Proje&s,  have  made 
of  late,  there’s  fcarce  any  body 
ignorant,  and  how  prejudicial 
they  are  like  to  be  to  the  Inte- 
reft  of  the  College  of  Phyficians 
in  general,  as  well  as  to  the 
Publick  Good  ;  which  I  que- 
jftion  not  but  in  time  will  in¬ 
duce  thofe  of  the  College,  who 
out  of  a  better  Principle  re- 
fufe  to  fubfcribe  to  them,  to 
exert  their  utmoft  Endeavours 
to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  infamous 
and  pernicious  Proceedings,  and 
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to  reftore  the  Pradice  of  Phy- 
fick  to  its  proper  and  wonted 
Channel  :  For  beftdes  the  un- 
fpeakable  Injury  which  from 
thence  may  accrue  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  they  cannot  well  be  un¬ 
mindful  how  much  it  detradls 


from  that  juft  Efteem  and  Re¬ 
putation  which  their  College 
has  always  flood  eminently 
poftefs’d  of  in  the  World,  by 
tne  defecrion  of  lb  many  of 
their  Members,  who  plainly 
out  of  no  other  Ends  but  their 
own  private  Interefts,  have  ve¬ 
ry  unworthily  degenerated  ift- 
to  a  had  ion  ;  not  only  thereby 
juftiy  forfeiting  the  Honour  of 
being  lo  related  to  them  ;  but 
like  wife  introducing  fuch  Inno¬ 
vations  mto  the  Pradice  of 
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Phy  Tick,  as  are  likely  to  be  much 
more  inconvenient  and  prejudi¬ 
cial  than  any  of  thofe  things 
which  they  pretend  to  reform. 

And  that  which  makes  a  time¬ 
ly  regard  to  thefe  Proceedings 
on  their  behalf  likewife  the  more 
neceflary,  is,  becaufe  the  Per  - 
fons  a  {Turning  to  a£t  in  the  Name 
of  the  whole  College,  the  better 
to  Ihelter  themfelves  from  that 
juft  Contempt  which  otherwife 
they  might  draw  upon  them, 
not  only  link  that  Efteem  and 
Deference  which  the  World  al¬ 
ways  entertain’d  of,  and  paid  to 
them ;  but  likewife  the  more 
’  ealily  impofeupon  thellnthink- 
ing  and  Credulous,  who  may 
not  fo  readily  fee  the  bottom  of 
the  Fallacy,  by  which  all  the 

a  Mif* 
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Mifca mages  and  Mifchiefs  occa- 
fioned  by  them,  are  likely  to  be 
charg’d  in  general  upon  their 
College,  and  they  will  hand  li¬ 
able  to  be  reproach’d  for  the  o- 
fhersFaults  andMifdemeanors. 

Belides  this  Difpenfary  Facti¬ 
on  is  now  grown  l'o  bold  and  da¬ 
ring,  not  only  in  the  Name  of 
the  College  openly  to  invade  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  another 
Profeffion,  but  likewife  fcanda- 
loufly  to  afperfe  and  infultall 
thole,  who  difdaining  to  cringe 
fo  much  beneath  the  Dignity  of 
their  Characters,  refute  to  be 
concern’d  with  them ;  of  which 
unmannerly  Treatment  feveral 
Inftances  may  be  found  up  and 
down  in  their  Writings  of  late  ; 
but  elpecially  their  Secretary 

Dr. 


Dr.  Titt,  with  as  much  Rancour 
and  Malice  as  his  decliningYears 
are  able  to  fiirnifh  him,  in  his 
Antidote \  particuia rly ,  tells  the 
World,  that  they  confederate 
with  the  Apothecarys  to  write 
long  Bills,  and  with  a  Multipli¬ 
city  of  Medicines  ruin  the  Sick 
their  Patients,  and  in  one  place 
is  fo  abufive  to  call  them  Ignorant 
and  Knavifh,  with  feveral  other 
malicious  Invectives  fo  notori- 
oully  fcandalous  and  affronting, 
that  ’tis  almoft  a  Miracle  to  fee 
them  put  up  with  fo  much  Pati¬ 
ence  ;  efpecially  from  one  who 
at  the  fame  time  dares  write 
himfelf  a  Member  of  them. 
But  whilft  I  am  a ccufing  others 
of  Ill-manners,  ’twould  be  very 
blamable  to  run  into  the  fame 
Fault  my  felf ;  and  to  thofe  who 

&  2  are 
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lo  one  of  the  Subfcribers  to  the 
DHpehfary,  and  tells  us  the  De- 
fign  of  printing  that  Lift  was  to 
(hew  that  the  Undertaking  had 
th tSmdion  of  a  College 
there  are  not  half  the  Members 
concerned  in  it.  I  thought  the 
Majority  iliould  rather  have  de¬ 
fer  v’d  that  Denomination,  and 
confequently  the  Subfcribers  to 
the  Difpenfarics  look’d  upon  as 
the  Schifmaticks,  and  as  afting 
in  oppoution  to  the  general  Con- 
fent  of  the  College  ;  unlefs  he 
can  prove  that  ’tis  the  admiffion 
of  feveral  newMembers  fince  the 
pi 


.  r'lij  W 
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lieve 


itingof  his  Lift,  which  make 
'  'ajority  appear  on  the  other 
n  that  Catalogue,  which  we 
n  the  foremention’d  Place, 
which  is  indeed  publifh’d 
i  ftnce  the  other  ;  but  I  be- 


.  V* 


ILL  .i 


U 


urh 


'  The  Preface. 

lieve  it  may  very  eafiiy  be  pro¬ 
ved,  that  the  Difpeniary  Party, 
tho’  they  once  were  very  nume¬ 
rous  in  the  College,  yet  now 
Peoples  Eyes  begin  to  be  a  little 
open,  and  fomething  fee  into  the 
real  Drift  of  their  Projects,  they 
are  fo  much  weakned,  as  to  make 
but  a  very  inconliderable  Party 
to  what  they  did  at  firft  ;  and 
feveral  that  are  of  their  number, 
now  they  find  the  In t reague  like¬ 
ly  to  be  ineffectual,  and  that  they 
have  been  Lofers  by  engaging 
themfelves  in  it,  begin  to  be  ve¬ 
ry  lubiniffiye  to  thole  whom 
they  have  publickly  and  unjuft- 
ly  injur’d,  and  to  court  the  Re¬ 
newal  of  that  Friendfhip  which 
they  formerly  had  with  their 
Benefactors  the  Apothecarys, 
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In  feveral  places  I  have  call’d 
the  Difpenfarians,  the  Difpen- 
fary  Faction ,  which  perhaps  by 
feme  may  be  thought  a  little 
harfh  and  unbecoming  but  for 
my  ex c life,  1  hope  I  need  only 
put  them  in  mind  ol  a  PalTage 
or  two  in  the  cDzjpenfafy  '"poem 
(if  I  may  be  .allow’d  the  Privi¬ 
lege  of  tiling  a  Name  given 
them  by  one  or  their  own  Fra¬ 
ternity  )  where  the  Author, 
Dv  .Garth,  who  himfelf  is  a  Sub- 
feriber  to  the  Difpeniaries,  has 
in  the  hrh  Canto  thefe  Words  : 

But  now  thole  great  Enquiries  are  no  more, 
An\doxP  fCUlkS  Wk£re  Learni]1§  tae 
The  drooping  Sciences  neglected  pine,  * 

And  Beams  with  fading  Luftre  Mae. 


And 


The  Preface . 

y 

t 

And  towards  the  Conclulion  of 

the  fame  Canto, 

*  / 

Tell  thebleak  Fury  what  new  Project  reigns 
Among  the  Homicides  of  Warwick-ldne  • 

And  what  th’  Event,  unleft  flic  ftraight 
enclines 

To  blaft  their  Hopes,  and  baffle  their 
Deligns. 


Wherein  I  think  his  very  plain, 
both  by  the  Word  f  action  in  the 
former,  and  the  Homicides  in  the 
latter  Lines,  mu  ft  be  meant  the 
Difpenfarians;  that  if  any  body 
find  themelves  difpos’d  to  be 
offended,  becaufe  1  have  taken 
the  freedom  to  call  them  a  Fafii- 
on^  I  hope  they!  qualify  their 
Refentments  by  remembring 
that  1  have  no  where  call’d  them 
Homicides ,  tho’  one  of  their  own 
Party  has  fo  publickly  done  it, 
whole  Example  and  Authority 

in 
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hi  that  cafe  might  be,  I  think, 
a  fufficient  Excuie,  if  I  had-. 

As  to  the  other  Reafon  which 
induc’d  me  to  this  Undertaking;, 
viz.  to  remove  thole  Prejudices 
and  Inconveniencies  which  a  rife 
from  the  Admiflion  of  lev  era  1 
Perfons  into  the  Profeihon  hard¬ 
ly  at  all  qualified  for  it.  It  mu  ft 
be  owned  there  are  more  than  a 
few  crouded  in  among  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  s,  who  are  by  their  Igno¬ 
rance  and  Illiteratenefs  both  a 
Scandal  to  theProfeffion,  and  an 
Abuie  andOppreffion  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  who  are  either  not  able  or 
caretul  enough  to  diftinguifti 
them.  By  this  Impofition  feve- 
ral  Perfons  with  too  much  reafon 
ha v e  taken  up  a  Prejudice  againft 
die.  Piofeffion  in  general,  and 
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have  almoll  been  per  (haded  to 
think  all  or  them  io,  whereby 
thofe  of  real  Merit  and  Learn¬ 
ing  unhappily  fuffer  by  that  Dif- 
efteem  and  Contempt  which  is 
due  only  to  lb  me  of  them.  This 
likewife  gives  too  great  an  occa- 

D  O  ^ 

lion  for  the  Reproaches  and  Ca¬ 
lumnies  of  thole  who  are  their 
Enemies,  and  enable  the  Dif- 
penfarians  to  carry  on  their  Pro  ¬ 
jects  with  the  better  colour. 

’T was  highly  needful  there¬ 
fore  that  the  P ublick  in  this 
matter  fliould  be  difabus’d,  and 
the  Profeffion  clear’d  from  that 
Scandal  w'hich  lies  upon  it  on 
this  account.  I  have  therefore, 
according  to  the  belt  of  my  Capa¬ 
city,  laid  thofe  things  fo  plainly 
open  which  are  abfolutely  necei- 
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fary  to  an  Apothecary,  and  with¬ 
out  a  k  nowledge  of  which  no  one 
can  be  fo,  that  almoft  any  one 
may  be  a  j  udge  whether  a  Per- 
Ion  is  fo  qualify ’d  or  not.  Who¬ 
ever  will  be  at  the  pains  of  a  di¬ 
ligent  Examination,  might  cer¬ 
tainly,  without  much  difficulty, 
diftinguiffi  a  Peri  on  of  Learning 
and  Ingenuity  from  a  meer  emp¬ 
ty  Pretender,  who  tho*  he  may 
be  as  full  of  W ords,and  hard  ones 
too,  peril  a  pS;  as  the  former,  yet 
he  can  never  be  able  to  talk  of 
Matters  oi  which  he  is  ignorant 
without  iuch  an  Incongruity  and 
Contu lion,  that  may  belufficient 

to  detedd  him.  Ldt  a  Perfon  pre¬ 
tend  to  never  fo  muchKno  wled  ere 
and  Skill  in  the  Praaice  of  Phy- 
iick,  or  in  Pharmacy  only,  and 
tho’  he  may  tell  ftrange  Stories 

of 
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of  the  manner  of  his  improve¬ 
ments  in  inch  Knowledge;  yet  if 
he  beuninftructedio  theGrounds 
and  Rudiments  of  Philofiophy, 
and  is  unacquainted  witlitheMe- 
chanifm  and  Operations  of  Na¬ 
ture,  he  is  no  better  than  a  Cheat 
and  a n  Imfoftor.  Some  I  know 
very  well,  altogether  Strangers 
to  thefe  things,  yet  find  ways  to 
infinuate  themfelves  into  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  by  feme  means  or  other 
perl. bade  People  into  a  Belief  of 
their  great  Knowledge  andjudg- 
ment,even  almoft  to  Infatuation. 
But  from  what  I  have  laid  upon 
this  Subject,  any  one  who  is  but 
willing  to  bring  it  to  theTeft  of 
gri  unbiafs’d  Reafon,  may  eafily 
gather  enough  to  enable  him  to 
diPringuiili  inch  from  thofe  who 
are  truly  Learned  and  Skilful. 

The 
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An  Enquiry  into  the  Dif¬ 
ferences  between  the 
Dijpenfarians  and  the 

.  /  % 

AS  the  Enjoyment  of  Health 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
greateft  Blelfmgs  this  W orld 
can  afford  ;  fo  the  utmoft 
Gate  and  Diligence  ought  to  be  exert¬ 
ed  for  the  Procuring  and  Prefervation 
of  it.  It  is  a  Jewel  fo  ineftimable* 
that  too  much  canot  be  given  to  pur- 
chafe  it ;  the  bell-  of  Riches  being  a 
found  and  healthful  Conftitution  of 
Body. 
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»Tis  this  Confideration  that  in  all 
Ages  has  excited  feveral  Perfons  to 
the  diligent  Study  of  Phyfick ;  but 
’till  latter  Times,  it  has  remained 
a  rude  and  unpolilh’d  Science ;  when 
feveral  Perfons,  eminent  for  their  Pe¬ 
netration,  have  devoted  themfelves 
with  fuch  Application  to  the  Study 
of  Nature,  that  by  the  feveral  Dif- 
coveries  made  by  them  in  Anatomy, 
and  other  Parts  of  Natural  Philofo- 
phy,  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick  has  re¬ 
ceived  very  confiderable  Advances, 
become  much  more  ufeful  and  bene¬ 
ficial  to  Mankind,  and  very  much 
raifedits  Credit  in  the  World. 

But  the  Advantages  which  might 
be  received  from  thefe  late  Improve¬ 
ments,  are  extreamly  lelfen’d  by  a 
Number  of  ignorant  illiterate  Preten¬ 
ders,  who  impofe  themfelves  on  fe¬ 
veral  People  for  skilful  and  knowing 
Phyficians. 

Phis  has  occafion’d  a  great  many 
Brons  and  Contentions  among  Practi¬ 
tioners  ;  but  notwithftanding  the 
Authority  of  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  thefe  Impofters  have  not  yet 

been 
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been  fuppreft ;  but  Hill  almoft  daily 
increafe,  not  only  to  the  Prejudice  of 
Phyficians  themfelves,  but  to  the  un- 
fpeakable  Injury  of  other  People, 
who  thro’  Inadvertency  or  Ignorance 
imploy  them. 

But  thefe  are  all  pafs’d  by,  and  no¬ 
thing  now  fo  much  difgufts  the  wor¬ 
thy  Members  of  th q  Faculty,  as  the 
Apothecarys  incroaching  (at  they  call 
it)  on  their  Practice,  by  prefcribing 
and  giving  Medicines,  without  cal¬ 
ling  for  their  A  Alliance  ;  and  this  it  is 
which  has  given  Birth  to  fo  many 
Heats  and  Contentions  between  the 
College  of  Phyficians  and  the  Apothe¬ 
carys,  with  which  the  World  has  al¬ 
ready  been  made  too  too  much  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  befides,  the  Accounts  hither¬ 
to  given  of  the  Grounds  and  Reafons 
of  thefe  Differences,  have  been  by 
fuch  Hands,  that  they  cannot  well  be 
expe£ted  to  be  otherwife  than  as  we 
find  them,  which  are  very  partial. 

It  is  rare  indeed  for  a  Perfon  who 
afts  or  writes  for  a  Party,  to  which 
his  own  Intereft  nearly  engages  him, 
to  be  otherwife.  But  tho*  I  confefs 
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my  felf  by  Profeffion  oblig'd  to  be  a 
Well-wifher  to  one  of  the  Partys  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Conteft,  and  that  too 
which  ( in  the  following  Pages  )  I 
fhall  endeavour,  as  far  as  Truth  is  on 
their  fide,  to  vindicate,  but  no  fur¬ 
ther  ;  yet  I  hope  the  Matter  in  dis¬ 
pute  fhall  be  fo  fairly  and  impartially 
ftated,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  fuch  a 
Reflection. 

I  would  not  willingly  fall  fhort  of 
any  one  in  paying  a  juft  Deference  to 
real  Worth  and  Learning,  where,  by 
that  fmall  Knowledge  I  have  of  fuch 
things,  lean  difeern  them;  nor  like- 
wife  in  fhewing  a  juft  Refentment  a- 
gainft  meet  Pretence  and  Ignorance, 
where  it  is  vifible. 

As  far  therefore  as  is  known  to  be 
Matter  of  Fad  on  both  fides,  I  would 
bring  it  above-board,  that  every 
.thing  may  ftand  or  fall  according  to 
its  Merit.  Learning  and  Ingenuity 
in  themfelves  are  not  either  to  be  the 
moie  valu  d  or  difefteem’d  according 
to  the  Perfon  who  is  the  Polfelfor  of 
but  their  intrinfick  Value  is 
m  all  the  fame,  that  they  deferve  as 
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juft  Commendations  and  Acknow¬ 
ledgments  in  an  Apothecary  as  a  Phy- 
lician ;  as  likewife  does  Ignorance  and 
I  unjuft  Dealing  in  a  Phyftcian  defer ve 
I  as  publickly  to  be  condemn’d  as  in  an 
I  Apothecary ;  for  the  Character  of  the 
S  one  can  no  more  authorize  what  is  in 
it  felf  criminal,  than  that  of  the  0- 
ther  detrad  from  what  is  really  meri¬ 
torious. 

1  To  fet  Matters  in  a  clearer  Light, 
[let  us  look  into  the  Original  and 
Growth  of  the  Apothecarys ;  enquire 
[into  the  Reafons  thereof,  and  thence 
trace  their  Proceedings  down  to  our 
prefent  Times,  by  which  we  Ihall  be 
I  the  better  enabled  to  guefs  at  the  true 
Grounds  of  the  prefent  Differences 
between  the  Phyficians  and  them. 

;  ’Tis  very  well  known  there  was  no 
[fuch  thing  as  a  Company  of  them  in 
ithe  Beginning  of  King  James  the 
iFirft’s  Reign  ;  but  what  Drugs  and 
IMedicines  were  then  in  ufe,  were 
fold  in  common  by  the  Grocers ; 
and  as  for  the  preparing  and  com- 
jpounding  them,  that  the  Phyficians 
principally  took  care  of  themfelves. 

'  B  j  '  But 


6  ‘T't mtamen  ftdedicincde . 

But  this  growing  too  fervile  and  labo¬ 
rious  a  Bufinefs,  and  no  other  means 
being  likely  to  be  found  out  for  eafing 
themfelves  of  it ;  but  by  lopping  off 
a  confiderable  Branch  from  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Grocers ,  who  had  moftly 
been  brought  up  that  way,  and  con- 
ftituting  them  a  Company  by  them¬ 
felves,  wholly  to  be  imploy’a  in  the 
Bufinefs  of  Pharmacy,  in  felling  of 
Drugs,  and  preparing  and  compound¬ 
ing  of  Medicines,  according  to  the 
Phyficians  Orders  and  Directions. 

In  order  to  this,  they  obtain’d  a* 
Charter  for  them,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  and 
accordingly  they  apply’d  themfelves 
to  their  new  Bufinefs  with  fuch 
an  Induftry,  as  quickly  to  make  con¬ 
fiderable  Improvements  in  it,  which 
fo  much  increas’d  their  Succefs  and 
Reputation,  as  foon  enlarg’d  their 
Imploy,  and  made  a  great  Addition 
to  their  lumbers,  which  in  fome 
meafure  has  continu’d  to  this  prefent 
Time,  and  is  that  which  now  gives 
fuch  an  Uneafinefs  to  the  College  of 

rhyficians.  > >'■ 
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How  much  they  have  been  found 
ferviceable  and  beneficial  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  ever  fince  their  Beginning,  their 
numerous  Increafe,  I  think,  may  pafs 
for  a  fufficient  Demonftration ;  for 
had  they  not  been  found  fo,  they  ne¬ 
ver  would  have  met  with  that  En¬ 
couragement,  which  has  undoubted¬ 
ly  been  the  Occafion  of  it.  But  how 
ferviceable  they  formerly  have  been, 
or  whether  they  have  been  at  all  fo, 
or  no,  is  not  fo  much  to  my  prefent 
Purpofe  to  inquire  into,  as  their  Ufe- 
fulnefs  now^  and  what  Difadvantages 
would  enfue  from  the  fuppreffing  of 
them,  which  I  fhall  undertake  before 
I  have  done,  and  endeavour  to  prove, 
That  by  the  prefent  Opportunitys 
they  have  of  accompli  filing  them- 
felves  with  ail  parts  of  Learning  ne- 
celfary  to  a  good  Phyfician,  they  may 
be  more  ufeful  by  far,  both  to  Rich 
and  Poor,  than  any  one  who  pradifes 
only  as  a  Phyfician. 

To  the  Purpofe  then:  ’Tis  the  pre¬ 
fent  Number  of  the  Apothecary s, 
and  the  great  Imploy  and  Incourage- 
ment  they  meet  with  from  all  forts  of 
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People,  that  now  fo  much  difturbs 
thefe  Phyficians,:  They  find  the  Pro- 
fperity  of  the  Apothecarys  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  Intereif,  and  runs 
counter  to  their  Praffice,  which  now 
is  mightily  funk  and  decreas’d  ;  there¬ 
fore  to  remedy  this,  they  would  fain 
undo  all  that  their  Predeceffors  for  the 
Good  of  the  Publick  (tho’  perhaps 
pnawares)  have  done  ;  that  is,  they 
would  reduce  the  prefent  Apotheca¬ 
rys  to  Grocers  again,  or  at  ieaft  de¬ 
fraud  them  of  their  Trade,  becaufe 
they  find  it  prejudicial  to  their  own 
Imploy,  or  more  profitable  than  their 
now  decaying  Practice. 

1  oeffeff  this  feveral  Methods  have 
been  attempted,  and  thsirpwn  Con- 
ftitution  has  llrangely  been  weakned 
by  Broils  and  Divifions  about  Me¬ 
thods  how  to  undermine  and  ruin 
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Ammoiitys  which  this  has  hir’d  i 
among  the  College  of  Phyficians,  h; 
very  unhappily  expos’d  them  to  tl 
VvorHl,  and  taken  up  too  much  rooi 
m,  that  Poem  call’d,  The  Difpfrfv 
Iii  WQtX)  u  Aias  made  liich  a  Breach ; 
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ffiong  them,  that  now  the  oppofite 
Partys  are  grown  as  much  at  variance 
and  enmity  with  one  another,  as  with 
thofe  accounted  their  common  Ene^ 
mys,  the  Apothecarys. 

Their  Maher  Proje£l  has  been  the 
Difpenfary,  tlio’  erefted  under  ano¬ 
ther  Pretence :  Thefe  are  publick 
Shops  built  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  the 
Apothecarys,  tho’but  by  a  dilfenting 
Part  of  the  College  (mold  of  which 
being  either  Perfons  of  little  or  no 
Practice,  or  fuch  as  have  their  chief 
Dependance  at  Court,  and  great  Fa¬ 
milies,  or  upon  publick  Places  in  Hof- 
pitals,  or  having  confiderable Eftates, 
are  either  above,  or  carelefs  of  the 
common  Practice)  under  a  very  pret¬ 
ty  pretence  of  relieving  the  lick 
Poor. 

But  in  a  little  time  have  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings  unravePd  the  Myltery  of 
their  Dehgns :  For  had  it  been  with 
no  other  Intent  than  to  relieve  the 
lick  Poor,  what  occalion  had  they  to 
de  ny  their  Advice  and  Bills  to  leve- 
ral,  unlefs  they  would  buy  their  Me¬ 
dicines  at  their  Shops  ?  Or  at  leald  ufe 

all 


'  e  d 

«  \  » 

i  o  T* mtamen  Medicmale. 

all  the  Arguments  they  could  to  per- 
fuadethem  to  do  fo ;  a  Method  very 
foreign  furely  from  their  pretended 
Defign  of  relieving  the  Poor,  and 
which  affords  as  juft  Sufpicion  of  their 
intending  to  make  themfelves  the  Ob- 
lefts  of  their  own  Charity :  A  pretty 
way  indeed  to  get  a  Penny.  * 

By  their  Management  of  things ’tis 
plain  their  chief  Aim  was  to  engrofs 
the  Apothecarys  Trade,  as  much  as 
they  could,  to  themfelves.  Their 
publick  Shops  have  been  advertis’d  in 
the  News-Papers,  and  Books,  like 

M - s  Bills,  difpers’d  about  to  tell 

the  World  what  Wonders  they  had  and 
could  perform,  and  for  how  little  Profit. 
At  the  fame  time  malicioufly  inveigh¬ 
ing  againft  the  Apothecarys,  tho’ 
now  of  their  Fraternity.  But  their 
greateft  Champion  Dr.  Pitt  has  took 
iuch  prodigious  Pains  to  fhow  his 
Choller  and  Ill-nature  againft  them, 
that  he  has  at  the  fame  time  difcover’d 
himfell  to  be  notorioully  ignorant  in 
the  Bufinefs  of  Pharmacy  ;  but  efpe- 
ually  where  he  pretends  to  affign  the 
leveral  Prices  of  Medicines,  by  over- 

-  :  .  rating 
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rating  fome  as  much  as  he  underva¬ 
lues  others.  His  Book  of  the  Crafts 
and  Frauds  of  Phyftck  is  an  eminent 
Piece  indeed,  and  worthy  only  a  Dif- 
penfary  Phyfician.  However,  >  after 
all,  the  Apothecarys  have  the  Pleafure 
and  Advantage  of  feeing  their  De- 
figns  prove  abortive,  and  their  chief 
Enterprize  baffled. 

Whether  it  be  Matter  of  Fact,  or 
only  Rumor,  that  the  Difpenfary 
Doctors  (  monopolizing  the  Apothe¬ 
cary’s  Trade)  infinuated  themfelves 
into  the  Concern  of  fupplying  the 
Shipping  with  Medicines,  a  Bufi- 
nefs  always  belonging  to  the  Apothe¬ 
carys  :  Whether  this  be  fo  or  no,  I  fay, 
I  lhall  not  difpute ;  and  that  they  had 
the  Mortification  to  have  their  Me¬ 
dicines  brought  back,  and  return’d  a- 
gain  upon  their  hands,  as  meer  Rub- 
bifh,  and  unfit  for  ufe:  A  notable 
Proof  of  their  Fidelity,  as  well  as 
extraordinary  Skill  in  Pharmacy,  in¬ 
deed  I  And  that  upon  complaint  of 
this,  the  worthy  Difpenfary-Dottor- 
Jpothecarys  were  difcharged  of  their 
Office,  and  left  to  the  relieving  the 
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Tick  Poor  at  home  again,  inftead  of 
If.. —  the  Poor  Sick,  that  fihould  be 
imp  lov’d  in  their  Country’s  Service 
.abroad ;  and  the  Care  of  fupplying 
the  Ships  given  to  the  Legitimate  Apo- 
thecarys,  the  only  Peribns  likely  to 
be  qualified  for  fuch  Bufinefs. 

If  it  was  not  thus,  why  have  they 
not  cleared  themfel'ves  of  fuch  a  fcan- 
daious  Imputation,  before  they  be¬ 
gun  to  befpatter  the  Apothecarys  ? 
Unlefs  they  think  fuch  a  Crime  in 
themielves  venial ,  being  but  Juniors 
in  the  Bufinefs,  and  never  having 
ferved  an  Apprenticefhip  td  it,  and 
very  rarely  giving  themielves  the 
trouble  of  infpe&ing  and  being  con- 
T  verfant  with  Drugs,  and  the  Prepa¬ 
ration  and  Com  polition  of  Medicines ; 
efpecially  fo  much  as  the  Apotheca¬ 
rys,  whole  Idle  Imploy  it  is:  For 
there  is  a  vail  Difference  between  the 


writing  only  a  formal  Prefcriptioa, 
and  the  Preparation  and  Compofition 
ol  t  ne  tilings  themielves.  But  feeing, 
I  lay*-  tney  were  blit  Y oungilers  in  the 
Am,  - twas  pity  the  firft  Slip,  tho’  an 
egregious  one,  was  not  overlook’d. 
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But  not  to  inlift  upon  thefe  things, 
let  us  turn  to  the  Dilpenfarys  printed 
Bills,  and  fee  what  account  they  give 
of  themfelves  there,  and  their  Ad- 
verfarys  the  Apothecarys. 

The  firlt  that  has  made  any  noife, 
J  think,  was  the  Crafts  and  Frauds  of 
Fbjfick  expos'd,  in  which  there's  a 
great  deal  of  pains  taken  to  pedua.de 
the  World  into  a  good  Opinion  of 
their  Undertaking,  and  to  defame 
and-rdcalumniate  the  Apothecarys; 
but  it  being  fill’d  with  fo  much  Rail' 
cour  and  Ill-nature,  and  containing 
in  it  fo  many  Evidences  of  the 
Doctors  Ignorance,  and  of  the  Li¬ 
berty  he  allows  liimfeif  of  faying 
almoft  any  thing  his  own  ill  Humour 
prompts  him  to  ;  and  it  being  alrea¬ 
dy  fufficiently  expos’d  by  others,  I 
fball  take  no  further  notice  of  it,  but 
leave  it  as  a  very  good  Satyr  upon  its 
own  Author. 

..  The  next  is  the  Antidote,  or  Frefer- 
*■ vat  I've  for  Health  and  Life:  Biefs.me  | 
that  a  Man  fhouid  fill  above  twenty 
Sheets  of  Paper,  and  yet  they  have 
nothing  in  them  !  It  fee  ms  indeed  a 

Paradox  ; 
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Paradox  ;  but  ’tis,  I  fancy,  not  in- 
folvable ;  for  I  dare  affirm  there  is 
nothing  to  be  found  from  one  end  to 
the  other  of  the  Book,  that  at  all  a- 
grees  with  the  Title,  or  in  the  leaft 
proves  what  he  there  pretends  to. 
What  is  there,  I  would  fain  know, 
in  the  whole  Book,  that  teaches  us 
how  to  preferve  Health  or  Life ,  or  is 
likely  to  refiore  Phyfick  to  its  Sin¬ 
cerity  and  Perfection  ?  One  might  read 
It  a  thouland  times  over,  before  he 
can  be  taught  by  it,  how  to  difiinguifh 
the  ufeful  from  the  pernicious  Medi¬ 
cines ,  the  natural  from  the  artificial 
Deaths.  ( By  the  way,  I  wonder 
what  is  meant  by  Artificial  Deaths? 
3Tis  not  thofe ,  furely ,  whom 
thefe  Doctors  kill  fecundum  Artem.J 
Nor  is  in  the  leaft  proved  the  Necef- 
fity  of  reviving  the  former  confant 
Practice  of  Phyficians  preparing  and 
improving  their  mojl  valued  Medicines y 
and  the  jipot he c ary s  delivering  in  their 
Shops  the  common  general  Remedies .  If 

jP'W'  ^  •  «  ..  promis’d  too  in  the 

litle-Page,  to  prove  that  there  is  a 
World  in  the  Moon,  and  no  Apothe- 

carys 
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carys  in  it,  the  Reader  could  not  be 
e’er  the  more  difappointed  ;  for  he 
might  have  found  as  pertinent  and 
fatisfa&ory  Arguments  upon  that 
Head,  as  any  other  which  he  has 
undertook  to  make  good :  For  the 
Book  in  general  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
confus’d  Ramble  of  malicious  Inve¬ 
ctives  againft  the  Apothecarys,  that, 
the  Senle  is  thereby  fo  often  inter¬ 
rupted  (for  I  fuppofe  the  DoCtor  had 
fome  Meaning  when  he  wrote  it) 
and  render’d  fo  incoherent,  that  it  is 
almoft  unintelligible.  But  what  can. 
be  expeCted  from  one  whofe  Spleen  is 
higher  than  his  Brains  ? 

It  feems  to  me  very  ftrange,  to  fee 
fuch  a  Book  as  this  come  into  the 
World,  fluff’d  from  one  end  to  t’other 
with  hardly  any  thing  but  malicious 
and  groundlefs  Afperfions,  and  yet 
paRed  by  in  Silence,  and  unregarded  ; 
efpecially  fince  it  nearly  concerns  fo 
many  as  it  does,  moft  fenfibly  affeCt- 
ing  them  in  their  Reputation  and 
Livelihoods.  Surely  every  one  does 
not  plead  guilty  to  it :  But  how 
fhould  the  World  think  otherwife9 
i  when 
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when  they  fee  no  Appearance  made 
againft  it?  But  perhaps  Pm  the  on¬ 
ly  Perfon  that  has  thought  any  thing 
with  Dr.  Pitt's  Name  in  the  Title 
( fince  his  Crafts  and  Frauds ,  &c.  ) 
worth  the  reading  ;  but  however 
fince  I  have  done  fo,  I’ll  now  venture 
a  little  further,  by  telling  the  World 
my  Thoughts  on’t  too. 

To  begin  then  with  analyfing  the 
Doctor’s  Antidote.  In  the  Preface  he 
gives  us  an  Account  of  the  Difpenfa- 
rys,  and  ^at  the  Beginning  tells  us, 
The  Prof  effion  of  Phyfick  is  very  ufeful 
to  Mankind,  and  one  of  the  mofl  Learn¬ 
ed  Prof  effion  s  :  Without  the  Languages 
the  befi  Authors  in  the  Art  cannot  be 
read)  nor  the  very  1  ermS)  even  in  the 
Tr ^inflations  into  the  Modern  Langua¬ 
ges)  underflood.  I  his  is  undoubtedly 
very  true;  but  what  then?  Unlefs 
the  Doctor  can  prove  the  Apothe- 
caiys  cannot  be  Learned  enough  to 
■read  the  befi  Authors  in  the  Art)  this 
will  prove  nothing  at  all  againft 
lem  ’  but  the  Advantages  and  Op- 
portunitys  of  learning  and  under- 
ftanding  the  Languages  are  alike  to 

all, 
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all,  that  an  Apothecary  may  make  as 
great  Progrefs  in  them  as  a  Phyfician ; 
and  feveral  who  have  been  induftri- 
ous  among  them,  have  been,  and 
are  good  Sehollars  ( better  perhaps 
than  feveral  of  the  Diypenfary  Dofforsf 
efpecially  in  thofe  things  which  more 
properly  belong  to  the  Profeflion  of 
Phylick)  and  capable  of  reading  the 
beft  Authors  :  Therefore,  according 
to  the  Do&or’s  own  Reafoning,  they 
have  arrived  to  one  great  Qualifica¬ 
tion  toward  th,e  making  them  good 
Practitioners. 

What  the  DoCtor  tells  us  a  little? 
after,  is  what  he  often  infills  upon, 
viz.  That  formerly  the  Preparation  and 
delivering  of  Medicines  was  a  part  of 
the  Grocers  Trade  ;  but  at  laf  the  Apo- 
thecarys  were  feparated  from  them ,  that 
they  might  entirely  apply  themfelves  to  an 
Affair  of  fo  great  importance.  Allow¬ 
ing  the  Apothecarys  to  have  been  ig- 
'norant  and  unskilful  in  thofe  Days 
j  (as  it  is  not  common  to  find  a  Profef- 
|  lion  other  wife  than  rude  and  unpo- 
lite  in  its  Infancy)  yet  that  does  not 
in  the  leaft  argue,  that  they  are  all  fo 

C  nowj 
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now ;  and  it  certainly  cannot  but  be 
thought  very  ftrange  if  they  fhould,fo 
many  Opportunitys  as  they  have  had 
ever  fince  of  improving  themfelves: 
Which  the  Doftor  himfelf  feems  to 
allow,  when  he  fays,  they  were  fepe- 
parated  from  the  Grocers ,  that  they 
might  entirely  apply  themfelves  to  an  Af¬ 
fair  of  fo  great  importance  :  Intimat¬ 
ing,  that  they  might  qualify  and  im¬ 
prove  themfelves  more  in  the  Art  of 
Pharmacy. 

A  little  below,  in  the  fame  Page, 
the  Do&or  complains  of  their  extra¬ 
ordinary  Increafe  fince,  from  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  to  near  a  thou- 
fand ;  and  the  effect  of  it  he  tells  us 
is,  their  incroaching  upon  the  Phyficiansy 
and  exacting  extravagantly  upon  the . 
Sick  their  Cujl  omers ,  As  to  the  Charge 
of  extravagant  Exactions ,  if  it  be  true 
oi  any^  I  do  not  know  who  will  go 
about  to  juftiiy  them;  and  the  Doctor 
may  take  his  Courfe  with  them,  if 
he  pieafes  to  call  them  to  an  Account 

rt-nj  hut  to  charge  it,  without  re- 
lmtlion  upon  all,  is  very  unjnft.  As 
to  their  numerous  Increafe,  it’s  no 

wonder 
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wonder  at  all  that  it  difobliges  the 
Do&or  •  but  I  think  it  a  very  good 
Sign  that  they  have  been  very  fer- 
viceable  to  the  Publick :  For  had  not 
People  found  Benefit  by  them,  they 
never  would  have  imploy’d  them, 
and  had  no  body  imployed  them, 
it  cannot  pofftbly  be  thought  they 
would  have  multiply’d  fo  much  ever 
fince  their  Beginning.  There’s  hard- 
ly  any  body  would  be  fo  fond  of  a 
Trade,  that  was  not  fo  promifing  as 
to  afford  a  Probability  of  getting  a 
good  Livelihood  by  it :  But  that  the 
Apothecarys  have  been  fo  profperous 
ever  fince,  they  are  oblig’d  to  none 
fo  much  as  to  the  Phyficians  them- 
felves,  viz*  for  putting  it  into  their 
Power  to  make  themfelues  as  capable 
of  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick  as  the 
Doflors,  and  confequently  of  rival¬ 
ling  them  in  their  Bufinefs  and  Pro¬ 
fits,  * 

A  little  after,'  They  ( fpeaking  of 
the  Apothecarys)  are  now  become  Phy~ 
f  cians  y  and,  the  heedlefs  j'enjlefs  Boy  at 
home  good  enough  for  an  Apothecary u 
The  firft  indeed  is  too  true  for  the 

C  2  Doctor, 
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Do&or,  and  the  latter  only  a  Return 
'  of  his  wonted  Railery  ;  but  as  far  as 
he  knows,  the  Epithets  of  fenllefs  and 
heedlefs  to  the  Boy,  may  be  as  un¬ 
juft,  as  the  Title  of  S.  R.  S.  by  him- 
felf  is  undeferved.  But  why,  I  won¬ 
der,  Ihould  he  be  fo  fplenetick  againft 
the  poor  Boys !  For  fince  the  Dod ors 
themfelves  are  now  become  Apothe- 
carys  too,  the  Charge  may  be  fairly 
turn’d  againft  them ;  for  I  don’t 
think  they  drudge  at  the  Cookery  of 
their  Medicines  themfelves  in  their 
X)ifpenfarys,  but  likewife  leave  that, 
as  well  as  their  Brother  A  pothecarys, 
to  their  heedlefs  fenllefs  Boys ;  and 
then  pray,  where’s  the  Difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Apothecarys  Boys  and  the 
Difpenfary  Boys  ?  I  fancy  if  the  Cafe 
was  to  be  try’d  fairly  between  them, 
the  Precedence  would  be  given  to  the 
former. 

What  follows,  that  the  Decoctions 
and  "Juleps  are  put  into  fmali  Glajfesy 
and  the  Blefctu  antes  transformed  into  ten 
or  twenty  Boles  ;  is  another  extrava¬ 
gant  Stretch  of  the  Dodor’s:  But 
when  fuch  things  are  divided,  as 

fome- 
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fometimes  perhaps  they  may  be,  into 
diftinCt  Dofet  and  fent  apart,  there’s 
a  very  good  Reafon  for  doing  fo,  tho’ 
not  what  the  DoCtor  would  infinuate, 
to  lengthen  the  Bill.  The  Apothe- 
carys,  who  are  moft  apt  to  be  blam’d* 
for  the  Mifcarriages  of  their  Patients, 
are  generally  more  vigilant  and  care¬ 
ful  in  orderly  adminiftxing  to  them 
their  Phyfick,  and  (not  coming  in  a 
hurry  to  fetch  a  Guinea,  and  begone) 
very  often  find  their  Patients  negli¬ 
gent  in  the  taking  their  Medicines ; 
but  efpecially  in  punctually  obferving 
their  Directions,  and  taking  them  in 
due  Quantities,  and  at  the  appointed 
Times ;  by  which  means  the  Patient 
is  frequently  eluded  of  his  Health, 
and  the  Apothecary  fuffers  in  his  Re¬ 
putation  :  And  in  cafe  of  Opiates, 
Catharticks,  and  luch  like  Medicines, 
which  exactly  ought  to  be  given  in 
their  due  Quantitys,  the  Patient,  or 
Attendance  who  gives  them,  may 
fometimes  make  very  fatal  Miftakes. 
Both  which  great  Inconveniencies 
can  be  remedy’d  no  better  way,  than 
by  the  Apothecary’s  dividing  the  Do 
Ic,  C  j  fes 
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fes  himfelf,  and  fending  them  apart ; 
except  the  Doftor  woulcfhave  him  go 
with  his  Meafures  and  Weights  every 
time,  to  diftribute  the  Dofes  as  they 
are  to  be  taken  ;  but  then  his  fenflefs 
*heedlefs  Boy  will  be  left  at  home  a- 
gain  alone,  which  is  one  great  thing 
offends  the  Doftor. 

How  pleafant  it  is,  a  little  after,  to 
find  him  very  angry  becaufe  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  is  too  good  a  Husband  for 
him,  and  gets  up  before  him  ?  and  by 
his  impertitent  Care  ruins  the  Sick  with 
his  officious  Vifits  in  the  Morning.  Good 
lack  a  day  !  Rifum  teneatis  ?  CiimCa- 
nem  cades ,  facile  eft  invenire  Bacculum. 

Where  the  Doctor  goes  on  exclaim¬ 
ing  againft  the  Antidifpenfary  Phyfici- 
ans  and  Apothecarys  confederating  toge- 
gether ,  to  write  long  Bills ,  and  (life  the 
Patient  with  Doj'e  upon  Dofe ,  and  the 
1  ricks  of  the  Apothecary s  to  change  the 
Phyjicians,  &c.  is  fo  much  of  a  piece 
with  other  of  his  malicious  Infatua¬ 
tions,  that  ’tis  not  worth  taking  no¬ 
tice  of. 

But  now  Finis  coronat  Opus ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cuftom,  at  the  Conclufion 

of 
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of  the  Bill,  we  have  an  Account  how 
thefe  Grievances  are  to  be  remedy’d : 
If  any  one  will  repair  to  St.  Martins- 
Lane  Weftminfier,  to  St.  P  eters- Ally  in 
Cornhil,  or  to  the  Physicians  College  in 
1 V, arlick-Lane,  on  fuch  Days  and  Hours 
the  Do&ors  are  to  be  lpoke  with , 
and  there  you  may  have  Advice  gra¬ 
tis,  Pbyfick  at  very  reasonable  Rates ; 
and  what  not  ?  Here’s  a  great  deal  of 
itir,  and  a  long  0  Yes !  made  to  call 
all  thofe  that  have  got  any  Mony  to 
buy  withal ;  but  the  Charity  is  un¬ 
luckily  forgotten,  for  here’s  no  Invi¬ 
tation  for  the  Poor  to  come  and  have 
Medicines  for  nothing.  Well !  woe 
be  to  the  Tooth-Drawers ,  Corn- 
Cutters,  and  Pimple-Scowerers ;  and 
all  the  Tribe  of  Medicaftors  in  More - 
fields  and  Salisbury-Court. 

And  now  as  tq  the  Book  it  felf,  5ti& 
fuch  an  incoherent  Medly,  that  I  pro¬ 
test,  I  can  hardly  pick  enough  out  of 
any  one  Place  to  know  what  the 
Meaning  or  Defign  of  it  is;,  but  in 
the  whole  it  feems  to  be  a  Piece  of 
envious  Raillery  againit  the  Apothe- 
carys  in  general,  only  here  and  there 

C  4  a 
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a  finall  Interval  to  fhew  a  little  of  his 
own  Learning  and  Philofophy.  As 
to  his  feveral  Charges  level’d  againft 
the  Apothecarys  in  general,  as  all  a- 
long  they  are  (as  alike  true  of  them 
all)  almoft  every  one  may  be  a  Wit- 
nefs  to  their  Falfhood.  I  do  not  know 
indeed  what  a  Licence  the  Doftor 
may  allow  himfelf  in  the  firetching 
a  Figure,  and  making  a  few  in  a 
Company  ffand  for  a  Thoufand  ;  ’tis 
almoft  a  Miracle,  as  the  World  goes 
now  a-days,  if  there  be  no  Block¬ 
heads,  no  Extortioners,  among  fo 
many  as  there  are  of  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry5  ;  efpecially  when  fo  much  leffer 
a  Number  (as  that  in  IVarwtek-Lme) 
affords  fuch  a  Plenty  of  both.  But 
what  then  ?  mull  all  of  them  there- 
foie  be  jo,  becaule  tome  are  I  can’t 
think  the  DoQor  himfelf  is  fo  un- 

chaii table,  nay,  fo  inhumane,  as  to 
think  it. 


I  coniefs  Jns  Chai  ge  ( p  jq  )  k  ioa 
true,  were  it  duly  limited^  (have 
been  too  much  a  Witnefs  of  it  :  That 

oungj  crs  (hall  infiantly  pretend  to  more 
e  ge^  Judgment*  and  mrr  aculous. 
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Cures,  than  all  the  Experienced  Pratfi- 
cers  \  that  all  the  College  are  nothing, 
■when  compared  with  themfelves  ;  that 
they  cure  by  their  own  Inventions,  never 
heard  of  or  -practis’d  before  :  They  defy 
all  Examinations  and  Approbations  of 
the  Society ,  ridicule  the  Improvements 
from  Lectures  of  Anatomy ,  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Difeafes ,  Ssc.  But  tho’  this  is 
true  of  feme,  all  therefore  to  be  ac- 
cufed,  would  be  very  hard  and  un¬ 
juft:  However,  I  wonder  the  Dodor 
fhouid  take  notice  of  fuch  things  as 
thefe,  unlefs  it  be  to  fhew  his  Zeal  in 
finding  fault ;  for  fucli  Perfons  at  the 
fame  time,  with  their  Impudence, 
highly  proclaim  their  own  Ignorance, 
and  thereby  become  their  own  Lam¬ 
poons. 

He  exclaims  againft  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry’s  ( P.  13.  J  for,  under  pretence  of 
advifing  without  a  Fee ,  crowding  the  Pa¬ 
tient  with  a  needlefs  Glut  of  Medicines , 
&c.  which  is  again  of  the  old  ftamp. 
But  afterwards  in  P.  16.  where  he 
falls  to  bellaving  their  Medicines,  he 
forgets  lurely  that  they  are  made  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Prefcriptions  of  the 

College 
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College  (of  which  he  has  the  Honour 
to  be  an  unworthy  Member )  in  the  Pub- 
lick  Difpenfatorys,  except  he’s  at 
War  with  them  too  ;  and  then  ’tis 
no  wonder  that  the  Apothecarys 
can’t  efcape  his  Wrath,  when  he 
quarrels  with  his  own  Faculty. 

He  goes  on,  As  it  is  a  Scandal  to  the 
Art  of  Phyfick  to  be  fuppofed  to  treat  all 
Difeafes  with  meer  Bezoar  and  Pearl 
only,  7 tis  an  Affront  to  the  Munificence 
of  Nature,  that  it  has  produced  nothing 
of  any  Value ,  but  Pearl  and  Bezoar. 
Admirable  !  But  is  this  a  juft  and  fair 
Reprefentation  of  Matter  of  Fa<ft, 
and  like  a  Fellow  and  Cenfor  of  the  CoL 
lege  of  Phyficians ,  and  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  ?  I  aare  be  politive  that  the 
Doctor  never  knew  any  one  Patient 
in  his  Life,  that  was  treated  with  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  Bezoar  and  Pearl.  How¬ 
ever,  to  degrade  thofe  two  things 
(unjuftly  infinuating,  or  ignorantly 
fuppofing  them  to  be  the  Apothecarys 
chief  Materials)  he  tell  us,  Mr.  Boyle 
from  one  Ounce  of  Pearl  difiilled  but  a 
few  Drops  of  a  poor  weak  Spirit ,  the 
remaining  Part  was  a  dead  un active 

Earth . 
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Earth.  If  the  Do&or  has  found  this 
in  any  of  Mr.  Boyle's  Works,  I  wifh 
he  had  quoted  the  Place  where  ;  for 
I  fhould  wonder  to  find  any  fuch  Ex- 
preflions  in  his  Writings,  as  dead  un - 
active  Earth  ;  for  I  fancy  he  was  more 
of  a  Philofopher  than  to  think  any 
Earth  active  or  alive.  But  fuppofing 
Mr.  Boyle  has  try’d  the  Experiment, 
and  it  has  anfwer’d  as  the  Doftor  in¬ 


forms  us  ;  according  to  Mr.  Boyle's 
own  Philoiophy,  it  makes  nothing  at 
all  for  what  the  Doftor  aims  at,  to 
prove  it  no  Cordial.  Perhaps  he 
thinks  nothing  is  fo,  but  fpirituous 
Liquors ;  tho’  when  he’s  in  the  hu¬ 
mor,  he  mightily  exclaims  againft 
Brandy ,  and  hot  juleps,  and  Punches , 
as  fometimes  he’s  pleafed  to  call  thofe 
which  have  fpirituous  Liquors  in 
them. 

There  are  few  Bodys  thatdifcover 
their  Qualitys,  ’till  wrought  upon  by 
proper  and  fuitable  Agents  :  That 
tho’  Pearl ,  when  wrought  upon  by 
Fire,  yielded  little  or  nothing  of  what 
we  call  Spirit ;  yet  when  in  the  Sto- 
piacb,  and  mixed  with  the  Juices 

there. 
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there  it  may  have  the  fame  effed  as 
what  we  attribute  to  a  Cordial  Mr. 
Boyle  often  tells  us  in  his  Sceptical  Chy~ 
mijt ,  and  backs  his  AlTertions  by  very 
convincing  Experiments,  that  the 
different  Quaiitys  and  Affe&ions  of 
Bodys  depend  upon  the  different  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Configuration  of  their  con- 
ftituent  Particles ;  and  that  by  the 
force  of  Fire,  thofe  Principles  we 
ufually  call  Chymical,  are  often  tranf- 
muted,  produced  de  novo,  and  fiome- 
t.imes  quite  deftroy ’d.  W hy  may  we 
not  then  reafonably  fuppofe  Fire  to 
be  an  improper  Agent  to  work  upon 
Pearl,  in  order  to  inform  us  what  will 
foe  the  Effed  of  it  in  the  Stomach, 
which  is  vaftly  different.  The  fame 
Bodys  wrought  upon  by  different  A- 
gents,  may  afford  very  different  Ef¬ 
fects,  as  likewife  the  fame  Agents 
upon  different  Bodys  * :  So  that  Pearl 


*  Phyfica  caufarum  vaga  &  incerca2  8c  pro  mo- 
do  fubjedH  mobilia  comple&itur  j  caufarum  con- 
ftantiam  non  aflequitur.  Verulam.  de  Aug .  Scient . 
Sit,  3.  cap.  4. 

Limus  ut  hie  durefeir,  8<  fcec  ut  cera  liquefeir, 
uno  eodemqj  igne. 

f  ad  u  a  ted 
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actuated  by  Fire  in  a  Retort,  yields 
little  or  no  Spirit ;  yet  ftis  not  im¬ 
probable,  but  when  mixed  with  the 
Juices  of  the  Stomach,  it  may  even¬ 
tually,  tho’  not  immediately,  prove 
a  Cordial :  Nay,  I  think  ’tis  highly 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  it  fhould  do  fo  ; 
for  when  the  Sulphurous  and  Bal- 
famick  Parts  of  the  Blood  are  kind¬ 
led  in  a  great  meafure,  and  gone  off 
in  a  Fever,  the  fharp  and  pungent 
Particles  of  the  remaining  Mafs  foon 
begin  to  difcover  themfelves,  by  ir¬ 
ritating  the  Membranes  and  nervous 
Parts ;  efpecialiy  in  the  Stomach, 
where  by  the  Structure  of  the  Glands 
in  its  Coats,  they  a  re  adapted  to  Secre¬ 
tion;  whence  Inquietudes,  Tremors, 
and  Convulsions,  prefage  imminent 
Death,  by  diffipatingand  wafting  the 
few  remaining  Spirits,  if  not  timely 
prevented  by  luitable  Remedy s.  But 
if  Pearly  by  its  Alkaline  Salt,  or  any 
other  Quality  with  which  it  abounds, 
fo  encounters  thefe  acid  and  fharp 
Particles  of  the  Blood,  that  affeft  the 
Genus  Nervofum  with  luch  threatning 
Symptoms,  fo  as  to  fheath  or  break 

*  ■  .  off 
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off  their  Points,  and  thereby  foftetl 
and  dulcify  the  remaining  Mafs,  I 
think  it  cannot  but  be  owned  as  pro¬ 
per  a  Medicine  as  at  fuch  times  can 
be  given,  arid  in  effect  be  much  more 
a  Cordial  than  any  fpirituous  Liquors, 
which  would  be  apt  only  to  irritate 
the  Nerves  into  quicker  Vibrations, 
accelerate  the  Blood’s  Circulation, 
confequently  heighten  the  Fe- 
•  and  that  Pearl ,  or  any  other 
aceous  Ponders,  will  fo  correct 
fuch  Aciditys  or  Sharpnefs  in.  any 
Licjuor,  the  Experiment  of  putting 
them  into  a  little  Vinegar,  or  other 
acid  Liquor,  will  eafily  convince  us. 
The  Ex  tort  tons  the  Doctor  com¬ 


plains  or,  (p.  20.)  if  any  Apothecarys 
can  be  lb  unreasonable,  I  think  ’tis  a 
pity  they  were,  not  called  to  an  ac¬ 
count  for  it,  and  lo me  way  or  other 
it. ve rely  dealt  with  ;  there  are  many 
oi  them,  I’m  lure,  will  not  juftify  fuch 
Practices :  7  herefore  they  in  general 
ought  no  more  to  be  cenfur’d  for  it, 
iiian  tiie  R.  S.  be  thought  e’er  the 
v.  oi  ie  o;,  becaule  the  DoQror  is  a 
Member  of  ht  - 
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The  repeated  Declamations  (P.21.) 
againft  the  common  Medicines  of  the 
Shops,  in  a  Quarrel  with  the  Apothe¬ 
cary  s,  are  very  unjuft  and  unreafon- 
abie  ;  for  the  Apothecarys  are  oblig’d 
to  make  fuch,  by  the  Phyficians  own 
Prefcriptions  in  their  Publick  Difpen- 
fatorys :  Therefore  their  bad  Com- 
pofitions  let  them  anfwer  for  them- 
felves.  But  I  fay  again,  ’tis  no  won¬ 
der  the  Do&or  is  fo  hard  upon  others, 
when  his  own  Faculty  is  fo  feverely 
dealt  with  :  For  further,  ( P.  36.)  he 
calls  the  Phyficians  themfelves  IQtavifj 
and  Ignorant,  having  raifed  the  Peoples 
Expectations  of  great  Cures  front  the 
Juleps ,  alt  ho*  no  Cures  have  been  wrought 
by  them  in  moft  of  the  Di/lempers. 

By  the  way,  we  may  lee  what  an 
f  Averfion  the  Doctor  has  againft  thefe 
Juleps,  that  he  crys  them  down  in 
j  the  Phyficians  Hands  as  well  as  in 
the  Apothecarys ;  but  the  Reafon 
l  why  he  is  fo  averfe  to  them,  is  very 
i  plain,  becaufe  he  imagines  '(■tho* 
1  falfly)  that  they  go  a  great  way  in 
I  making  up  the  Apothecarys  Profits  : 
I  And  by  his  mentioning  very  often 
I  f  Juleps 
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Juleps  given  by  them,  he  feems  to 
think  they  hardly  underhand  the 
making  up  their  Medicines  in  any  o- 
ther  form ;  fo  that  to  bring  down  the 
Credit  of  them,  would  go  a  great 
way  towards  the  gaining  his  End, 
w.  to  ruin  the  Apothecary’s  Trade : 
’Tis  pity  indeed  the  Doctor  did  not 
know  better. 

* 

Afterwards  he  takes  a  great  deal  of 
Tains,  and  fpends  feveral  Pages,  to 
prove  the  Inefficacy  or  Prejudice  of 
the  College  of  Phylicians  ;  forgetting 
furely,  at  the  fame  time,  how  much 
the  Apothecary s  have  the  advantage 
of  the  Phylicians,  in  remedying  fucht 
an  Inconvenience,  by  fubflituting  o- 
thers  in  their  room  :  For  ’tis  much 
eafier  for  a  private  Perfon,  in  his  own 
Practice,  to  order  and  prepare  what 
Medicines  he  pleafes,  either  by  mak¬ 
ing  7  inciures ,  Decoctions,  or  Pouder- 
ing  of  the  Simples  themfelves  (which 
the  DcTor  himfelf  commends  for  the 
beft  Method  oi  preparing  Medicines) 
than  for  one  ol  a  Publick  College  or 
Society,  who  by  being  above  the  Ser¬ 
vitude  oi  preparing  Medicines  him-* 

felf. 
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felf,  is  ©bilg’d  to  write  to  the  Shops 
where  they  are  made  up,  according 
to  the  publick  Prescriptions,  that  he 
can  prefcribe  for  his  Patient  nothing 
but  what  is  there  in  common  to  be 
had:  But  a  private  Perfon  who  pre¬ 
pares  and  compounds  .his  Medicines 
himfelf,  as  an  Apothecary  does  (for 
the  Do&or’s  Charge  of  buying  them 
of  the  Whole fale  Men,  is  a  Miftake) 
when  he  meets  with  a  Cafe  fomewhat 
lingular,  and  would  adminifter  fome 
Medicine  which  is  not  common,  and 
what  he  judges  to  be  peculiarly  proper 
in  that  cafe  j  then  he  has  his  Mate¬ 
rials  about  him,  can,  without  going 
out  of  his  Bufinefs,  fet  about  it,  and 
prepare  it  him  felf  :  Which  is  one 
very  great  Advantage  the  Phyficians 
altogether  want,  and  cannot  be  fup- 
ply’d  with  in  their  Difpenfarys,  let 
them  pretend  what  they  will. 

Prom  the  50 th  Page,  and  onward, 
the  Do&or  enters  into  a  long  Detail 
of  the  Vertues  of  feveral  Simples  and 
Compound  Medicines,  telling  us 
wherein  they  are  ufeful,  and  when 
not ;  but  prejudicial,  and  injurious  : 

D  But 
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But  he  has  not  proved,  by  the  way, 
that  an  Apothecary  could  have  told 
the  World  all  this  as  well  as  him- 
felf;  tho’,  I  think,  it  had  as  good  be 
let  a’lone  than  done  no  better ;  for  the 
Dolor’s  Accounts  are  fo  broken  and 
interrupted,  that  fometimes  a  thing 
is  dropt  by  the  halfs,  and  other  times 
the  fame  thing  over  and  over  again, 
ufcjue  ad  naufeam. 

The  Digreflions  of  the  Nature  and 
Elafticity  of  the  Air,  and  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Powers  throwing  off  fome  Diftem- 
pers  without  the  help  of  Medicine, 
are  as  much  demonftrative  of  what 
the  Do&or  does  not  know,  as  of 
what  he  knows  ;  and  as  for  his  de¬ 
claiming  againft  the  Multiplicity  of 
Medicines,  the  Caufe  is  very  plain, 
becaufe  the  Apothecarys  have  the 
greateft  fhare  in  giving  them;  and 
it’s  fo  much  a-kin  to  the  old  Cant  of 
the  common  Bills  of  being  cured  with 
a  very  few  Medicines ,  abundance  of 
Safety,  and  no  Bufmefs  hinder'd ,  that 
any  body  may  fee  through  it.  But 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  fuf- 
peft,  that  could  he  get  into  as  much 

Bufmefs 
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Bufinefs  as  feveral  Apothecary’s  have, 
his  Philofophy  would  foon  be  chan¬ 
ged,  and  he  would  find  very  few 
Diftempers  which  the  natural  Pow¬ 
ers  would  be  able  to  throw  off,  with¬ 
out  a  little  of  his  Help. 

The  Qualifications  laid  down 
(P.  go.)  as  neceffary  to  a  Phyfician, 
are  nothing  but  what  an  Apothecary 
may  eafily  be  aceomplifh’d  with ;  and 
all  that  are  fo  much  as  fitted  for  their 
own  Bufinefs,  as  skilful  Compounders 
j  of  Medicines,  are  fo. 

The  Accufation  of  the  Apotheca- 
rys  confederating  with  the  young 
Phyficians,  to  bring  them  into  Bufi¬ 
nefs,  if  true,  is  highly  blameable ; 
but  that  ’tis  in  general  fo  with  all,  is 
,  falfe,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be 
charged  without  ReftriHion. 

Hence  not  finding  any  thing  new 
in  the  way  worth  taking  notice  of, ' 
’till  P.  1 20.  where  we  fhall  find  two 
material  Articles  againft  the  Apothe- 
carys;  one  is  for  charging  the Phyfi- 
cians  with  Ignorance  in  Drugs  :  which 
is  with  a  great  deal  of  Reafon.  The 
other  is  the  fame  return’d  upon  the 

D  2  Apothe- 
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Apothecarys,  efpecially  as  to  their 
Ignorance*  in  JPUnts  and  Chymifity . 
Tho’  every  Man’s  private  Trade  will 
not  perhaps  afford  the  making  all  the 
Chymical  Preparations  himfelf;  yet 
if  he’s  induftrious,  or  at  all  qualified 
for  his  Bufinefs,  as  to  the  compound- 
ing  G denied  Medicines,  he  may 
have  Opportunitys  by  feeing  at  the 
Hall,  and  his  own  Reading  and  Ob- 
fervation,  to  underftand  enough  for 
his  Bufinefs,  and  a  great  deal  more 
than  moft  of  the  Difpenfary  Gentle¬ 
men  know  of  fuch  things. 

As  to  Plants  and  Drugs,  the  Do&or 
affirms,  that  the  very  Names  of  them 
would,  be  unknown ,  were  it  not  for  now 
and  then  ufng  them  in  their  Compositi¬ 
ons  •  which,  unlefs  we  have  recourfc 
to  the  Do&or’s  Figurative  way  of 
writing,  is  notoriouflyfalfe  ;  forfome 
Apothecarys  have  made  fuchaPro- 
grefs  in  Botany,  that  feveral  Phyfi- 
cians  have  been  oblig’d  to  them  for 
their  Affiftance  in  fuch  things.  For 
infiance,  Mr.  Doody,  Mr.  Petiver ,  now 
both  of  London ,  Mr.  Bouchier  of  Bar¬ 
ham  Wood ,  and  Mr.  Dale  of  Braintry 

irt 
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in  EJfex,  all  Apothecary?;.;  the  latter 
of  which  has  not  only  fignaliz’d  hini- 
felf  for  his  great  Knowledge  in  Bota¬ 
ny,  but  in  other  Parts  Rkewife  of  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,  of  which  his  Pbar- 
macologia ,  not  long  fince  publifh’d  in 
Latin ,  is  a  famous  Inftance,  befides 
federal  Papers  fcatter’d  up  and  down 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions. 
Thefe,  with  feveral  others,  are  Men 
fo  eminent  in  the  Learned  World, 
that  the  Dodtor  lhews  himfelf  to 
have  been  a  great  Stranger  there, 
not  frequently  to  have  met  with 
them.  A  very  worthy  Perfon,  Mr. 
Ray,  frequently  mentions  them  with 
a  great  deal  of  Honour  and  Refpedt 
in  his  Writings,  and  owns  how  much 
he  has  been  oblig’d  to  them  for  their 
j  Affiftance,  efpecially  in  his  Preface 
to  his  Synopfts  Stir  pi  urn  Brit  tunic  arum. 

How  then  can  the  Dodtor  impofe  fuch 
a  Falfhood  upon  the  World  ?  to  fay, 
fo  much  as  the  very  Names  of  Drugs  and 
Plants  would  be  unknown  to  them ,  & C. 
Surely  he  can’t  be  fo  ignorant  of  the 
feveral  fet  herbarizing  Days  of  the 
Apothecarys,  where  the  younger  fort, 

D  3  viz,* 
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viz.  the  Apprentices,  are  conftantly 
train’d  up  in  the  Knowledge  of  Plants ; 
but  I  fuppofe,  knowing  little  there¬ 
of  himfelf,  he  thinks  all  the  World 
equally  deficient  therein.  Befides, 
they  are  all  Grocers  ft  ill  with  him, 
and  ever  will  be  perhaps,  tho’  they 
may  know  a  great  deal  more  than 
himfelf. 

The  Brandy  and  Hot  Juleps,  the 
Doctor  makes  fucii  a  ftir  about,  and 
here  again  (  P.  147. )  largely  infills 
on,  are  falfe  Irffinuations,  as  if  the 
Apothecarys  were  fuch  notorious 
Blockheads,  as  always  to  be  in  the 
Extreams,  either  parching  their  Pa¬ 
tients  with  Hot  Brandys  and  Punches 
(as  fometimes  he  calls  them  too)  or 
elfe  ftarving  them  with  cold  inlipid 
fimple  Waters.  Infhort,  the  Doclor 
all  along  much  more  fhews  his  Good¬ 
will  than  Ability  to  find  fault;  for 
after  all  the  putherand  ftir  he  makes, 
his  Proolscome  to  no  more  than  men- 
tiris  Bellarmine. 

His  afligning  2  s.  8  d.  as  the  Apo¬ 
thecarys  ufual  Price  for  a  little 
Draught  of  5  or  6  Spoonfuls,  ’tis 

falfe, 
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falfe,  exceptthere  be  any  in  the  Trade 
as  extravagant  in  their  Prices,  as  the 
Doctor  is  in  his  Accufations  and  Ca¬ 
lumnies:  His  repeated,  Charge  like- 
wife,  of  giving  Medicines  every 
Hour,  is  juft  as  true. 

But  ’tis  time  to  give  over  purfuing 
this  Labyrinth  of  Inconfiftencies  any 
further,  for  fear  I  fhould  weary  my 
Reader  as  much  as  my  feftj  for  fudi 
a  Jargon  was  certainly  never  before 
feen  in  Print,  efpecially  by  an  M.  D. 
and  what  not.  ’Tis  a  Piece  really 
worthy  of  none  but  its  own  Author. 
Let  us  pafs  over  therefore  to  the 
260th  Page,  for  all  the  way  thither 
we  fhall  find  nothing  but  idem  per  idem , 
a  Continuation  of  the  Doctor’s  Can¬ 
dor  and  Humanity,  as  well  as  of  his 
Learning  and  Ingenuity .'  -  But  here 
he’s  fo  obliging  to  the  Apothecarys, 
tho’  his  inveterate  Enemies,  that  it 
would  be  unjuft  as  well  as  ungrateful 
not  to  take  notice  of  it.  He  tells  us, 
that  Dr.  Sydenham  and  Dr.  Willis, 
with  many  other s,  owned  that  they  learn¬ 
ed  more  \  aflidendo  Leftis)  from  their 
Patients  Difcourfes.  What  the  Com- 

D  4  paritive 
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paritive  Particle  more  does  here,  I 
can’t  tell ;  for  her^  is  no  Confequent 
to  make  .up  the  Comparifon  follows 
1  (but  Incoherence  is  not  perhaps 
thought  a  Fault  by  the  Doffor,  lie’s  fo 
fond  of  it  throughout  his  whole  Book) 
but  if  he  means,  more  than  by  read¬ 
ing,  or  any  other  Method,  then  the 
Apothecarys,  by  oftner  being  with 
the  Patients  than  the  Phyficians  gene¬ 
rally  are,  have  a  great  advantage  o- 
ver  themin  qualifying  themfelvesfor 
the  Praftice  of  Phyfick,  and  for  that 
reafon  likely  to  make  the  bell:  Phy¬ 
ficians. 

But  to.  counter-ballance  the  great 
Favour  the  Doctor  in  this  has  done 
•  them  (tho’  I  believe  undefignedly) 
here  in  the  fame  Page  he  brings  in  a 
terrible  Claufie  againfl:  them  ;  for  not 
under fi ending  the  Languages  of  Difeafes , 
and  the  natural  Motions  ft  hey  caft' de¬ 
liver  themf elves  in  Terms  which  the  phy- 
fician  ■  under  ft  anas ,  nor  apprehend  the 
,  Questions  which  the  Phyficians  may  offer 
to  them  Hey  dey  !  the  Apothecary 
uc  i  a  Fool,  that  he  can  neither  un- 
deritand  another,  nor  talk  intelligibly 

himfelf : 
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himfelf:  This  is  Dr.  Pitt  all  over.  If 
the  Extenfivenefs  of  the  DoCtor’s  Ca¬ 
pacity  might  be  judg’d  of  by  the 
Learning  and  Ingenuity  of  his  Writ¬ 
ings,  I’m  apt  to  think  indeed  an  Apo¬ 
thecary  may  deliver  himfelf  in  fuch 
Terms  to  him,  tho’  proper  and  intel- 
lible,  which  he  cannot  underftand  : 
And  if  the  Queftions  likewife  a  Phy- 
fician  may  offer  to  an  Apothecary, 
fhould  be  as  incoherent  and  imperti¬ 
nent  as  this  Book  of  his,  I  don’t  know 
then  too,  but  the  Apothecary  might 
be  at  a  lofs  to  apprehend  him.  But 
without  thefe  Suppofitions,  the  Do¬ 
ctor’s  Charge  is  as  falfe  as  his  Infinua- 
tions  of  the  Apothecarys  Ignorance 
are  malicious.  Had  he  any  where  left 
us  a  Specimen  of  fuch  a  lingular  Mo- 
deff  y,  as  this  Book  is  of  his  Folly  and 
Ignorance,  I  fhould  fancy  when  he 
wrote  it,  he  concluded  no  body  would 
read  it,  or  believe  what  he  fays  in  it : 
How  elfe  can  he  imagine  that  anyone 
would  think  the  Apothecarys  to  be 
fuch  notoriousBlockheads,asnottoun- 
derffand  aPhy/icianwhen  he  asks  him 
a  Queftion  ?  unlefs  he  fuppofesall  Phy- 

ficians 
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ficians  to  talk  as  he  writes;  and  if  fo 
indeed,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fear 
he  may  be  puzled.  I  queftion  not 
but  there  are  feveral  Apothecarys  in 
Town,  who  both  underftand  the 
Languages  of  Difeafes,  and  Phyficians 
too,  as  well  as  any  of  the  Difpenfary 
Doftors,  if  they  talk  but  intelligibly 
and  not  like  Dr.  Pitt.  Some  of  them 
I  know  are  ignorant  beyond  Defcrip- 
tion  ;  but,  as  I  have  faid  before,  muft 
all  therefore  be  fo?  That  a  Do&or, 
and  Cenfor  of  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians  of  London ,  Fellow  of  the  Roy¬ 
al  Society,  one  of  the  Phyficians  of 
$t.  Bartholomew- $  Hofpital,  and  what 
not,  to  write  after  this  manner  1  veh 
Tudor  1 1  . 

And  now  I  would  fain  ask  any  one, 
if  they  can  imagine  of  what  ufe  fuch 
a  Book  as  this  can  be,  or  what  fhould 
be  the  Defign  of  it,  ( if  they  can 
think  there  was  any  in  it)  unlefs  to 
fevvethe  By-ends  oi  a  private  Party, 
by  malicioufly  and  falfly  afperfing 
thofe  who  feem  to  oppofe  it  ?  except 
any  body  can  think  it  fuch  a  Plea fu re 
and  Satisfaction  to  the  DoCtor  to  vent 

his 
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his  C holler  and  Ill-nature,  that  he 
did  it  only  to  indulge  and  gratify  his 
own  Humour,  tho’  at  the  hazard  of 
his  Reputation :  Which  would  nei¬ 
ther  be  an  unreafonable  or  an  unman¬ 
nerly  Reflection;  for  there  is  fuch  a 
mixture  of  both  of  them  throughout  his 
whole  Book,  that  it  does  not  defer  ve, 
nay  it  hardly  leaves  any  room  to  be 
otherwife  thought  of ;  but  with  any 
impartial  judge  much  more  likely  to 
prejudice  than  vindicate  the  Cauie  it 
aims  to  defend.  But  had  it  not  been 
fo  fevere,  to  his  own  thinking,  on  the 
Party  ’as  level’d  again!!,  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  much  more  fo  in 
reality ;  fo  that  the  DoClor,  to  in¬ 
dulge  an  Ill-humor,  has  very  much 
fpoil’d  his  Cauie,  ?  or  rather,  made  a 
bad  one  a  great  deal  worfe. 

But  the  old  Gentleman  being  with 
this  pretty  well  out  of  Breath,  in 
comes  freili  Recruits  upon  the  poor 
Apothecary  5,  enforc’d  with  all  the 
Artillery  of  the  Law,  with  which 
they  are  relolved  to  batter  them  to 
Atoms.  Mr.  William  Rofe  is  the  Man 
to  be  begun  with,  and  the  College 

accor- 
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accordingly  fue  him  for  Male-PraXice 
at  the  Queens-Bencb,  and  there  ob¬ 
tained  a  Judgment  againft  him. 
However  he  got  his  Cafe  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  after 
it  was  there  debated  by  Co'urifel,  was 
given  on  his  fide,  whereby  the  Judg¬ 
ment  obtained  againft  him  in  the 
Queens  Bench,  was  revers’d. 

Notwithftanding  which,  fomePer- 
foir  (by  his  great  Zeal  to  the  Caufe 
manifefting  himfelf  to  be  of  the  Dif- 
penfary  Party)  has  not  fpared  print¬ 
ing  his  Reflections  on  the  molt  Ho¬ 
nourable  Houfe  of  Lords  in  that  Cafe  ; 
tho’  in  thofe  very  Reflexions  he 
mightily  inveighs  againft  the  Apothe- 
carys  for  their  Ill-manners. 

Thefe  Reflections  (or  Obfervations, 
as  he  for  Modefty’s  fake  rather  chufes 
to  call  them)  feem  indeed  to  be  quite 
oi  another  Piece  than  that  which  we 
have  juft  now  examined  ;  for  as  that 
feem’d  almoft  altogether  without 
Thought  or  Coherence,  the  Author 
ot  thefe  has  not  only  given  us  fome 
Inftances  of  his  Ability  in  that  na¬ 
ture,  butlikewife  of  the  Fruitfulnefs 

of 
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of  his  Invention  too  ;  to  which  he 
has  here  given  fuch  a  Lobfe,  as  fome- 
times  extremely  to  exceed  the  Truth, 
by  charging  the  Apothecarys  with 
fuch  things,  as  neither  he  nor  all  his 
Colieguescan  ever  prove  upon  them  ; 
nay  fuch,  that  almoft  every  body  may 
be  a  Witnefs  to  their  Falfhood. 

But  let  us  turn  to  the  Book  it  felf, 
where  there’s  fcarce  a  Page  which  does 
not  contain  fomething  in  it  contrary  to 
Truth,  either  by  pofitive  AiTertions, 
or  cunning  Infmuations,  artificially 
dreft  in  ambiguous  Expreffions  ;  yet 
I  fhall  confine  my  felf  to  take  notice 
of  but  a  few  things  which  are  moll 
material,  feverai  Charges  here,  being 
fpoke  to  already  in  the  foregoing  Re¬ 
marks  upon  Dr. pitth  Antidote. 

In  P.  14.  our  Anonymous  Obfer- 
vator  tells  us  the  Reafons,  why  the 
Difpenfary  Phyficians  fomewhat  de¬ 
viated  from  their  firft  Defign  of  only 
relieving  the  Poor  with  their  Medi¬ 
cines  from  the  Difpenfarys,  by  advi- 
fing  them  fometimes  to  many  Rich 
and  Noble  Perfcns „  No  doubt  but 
in  a  little  time  they  would  find  Rea¬ 
fons 
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fons  too,  to  vindicate  all  thofe  Practi¬ 
ces  which  they  fo  much  rfccufe  and 
blame  the  Apothecarys  with,  was 
the  Bufmefs  but  once  pretty  well  fal¬ 
len  into  their  Hands. 

Firff,  B.ecaufe  the  Phyjicians  prefcrib- 
ingfor  them ,  were  affured ,  that  the 
Medicines  there  were  undoubtedly 
the  Bejl . 

Secondly,  Becaufe  many  excellent  Re - 
medys  are  there  repojited,  which 
have  never  jet  been  trujled  in  the 
Apothecarys  Shops. 

As  for  the  Conceit  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  have  of  their  own  Medicines, 
let  them  enjoy  it  as  long  as  they 
pleafe ;  but  they  neither  can  allure- 
them fe Ives,  of  prove  it  to  any  body 
elle,  that  their  Medicines  are  the  befh 
I  know  not  how  any  one,  without 
Violence  to  their  own  Reafon,  can 
imagine  how  the  Phylicians  can  make 
better  Medicines  than  the  Apotheca¬ 
rys,  when  thofe  have  had  almoft  as 
many  Months  Education  in  fuch 
t  hings,  as  the  others  have  had  Hours. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  Becaufe  the  Phyfcian  was 
not  obliged  to  proftitute  his  Honour 
and  Confcience ,  by  overloading  his 
Patient  to  oblige  a  craving  Apothe¬ 
cary,  or  run  the  rifque  of  being  un¬ 
dermin'd  in  his  Reputation  by  flan - 
derous  Suggeflions,  for  not  fab - 
mitting  to  be  the  Apothecary's 
Under-Pick-Pocket. 

>  v  yr  * — .  v  4 

When  a  Phyficianhas  got  a  Guinea 
for  his  Vifit,  1  believe  it  feldom  much 
concernshis  Honour  or  Confcience ,  how 
the  Apothecary  fhall  get  a  fingle  Shil¬ 
ling  for  his  Medicines.  Above  all 
things  in  the  World,  I  wonder  how 
thefe Gentlemen  can  make  fuch  a  ftir 
about  Honour ,  Confcience  and  Charity , 
that  can  pocket  a  Guinea,  and  fome- 
times  a  great  deal  more,  for  nothing 
but  a  Vint ;  and  yet  be  fo  clamorous 
againft  the  Apothecary  for  Extortions 
and  Oppreffions,  who  for  five  times 
their  Trouble,  befides  their  Medi¬ 
cines,  have  not  many  times  a  fifth 
part  of  that  Mony  :  Let  who  will  be 

Judge 
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Judge  then,  which  of  thefe  two  are 
the  greateft  Pick-Pockets  ! 

Laftly,  Pecaufe  he  could  ferve  his 
Patient  Quantity  for  Quantity , 
and  Quality  for  Quality ,  ffteen 
Shillings  in  the  Pound  cheaper  than 
any  where  elfe ;  which  is  a  Thrift 
the  great efi  man  that  does  not  love 
to  he  cheated ,  need  not  be  afbamed 
of 

Which  is  an  Aflertion  any  one  of 
common  Modefty  would  he  a[hamed 
of  j  for  I’m  certain  were  the  Difpen- 
fary-men  oblig’d  to  take  no  Fees,  and 
m#ke  their  Medicines  up  as  faithfully, 
and  fell  them  at  the  fame  Prices  as  the 
Apothecarys  do,  they  would  quickly 
be  brought  to  walk  on  foot,  to  eafe 
themfelves  the  Charge  of  a  pompous 
Retinue.  Pray  which  is  the  moft 
moderate  and  honeft  Man,  he  that 
lends  ten  Shillings  worth  of  Phyfick 
in  a  day  to  a  Patient,  at  eleven  Pence 
per  Shilling  Profit  (according  to  the 
Vulgar Talk,  which  is  exceflive)  or  he 

who 
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who  fends  but  two  Shillings  worth  at 
day,  and  gets  but  Two  Pence  by  it, 
(which  is  as  low  a  Computation  on 
the  other  hand)  and  takes  twenty 
Shillings  ot  more  for  his  Vilits  befides  ? 
Which  of  thefe  two  are  the  greateft 
Extortioners,  and  Oppreffors  ?  and 
which  would  the  Publick  moll:  fuffer 
by  ? 

In  the  next  Page  (15.)  he  charges 
the  Apothecarys  with  corrupting  and, 
fophijhcat ing  of  Medicines ,  fubfituting 
one  thing  for  another  •  intolerable  Exa¬ 
ctions ,  &rc.  In  fuch  a  large  Number, 
as  near  a  Thoufand,  his  almoft.  as 
ftrange  there  fhouid  be  no  Knaves,  as 
that  they  fhouid  all  be  fo:  They  muft 
undeniably  be  owned  fuch  of  whom 
this  Charge  is  true.  If  the  Doctor 
(or  whatever  he  was,  that  wrote 
thefe  Obfervations,  for  he  has  with  a 
great  deal  of  Prudence  concealed  his 
Name)  has  any  better  Grounds  for 
faying  this,  than  his  bare  guelling  ’tis 
poffible,  or  what  elfe  his  Good-will 
to  afperfe  them,  may  fugged,  I’m 
apt  to  think  they  would  find  no  Fa¬ 
vour  from  his  hands ;  but  he  would 

E  invent. 
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invent  fome  feverer  Methods  to  deal 
with  them  than  with  his  Pen.  But 
that  fuch  notorious  Crimes  as  thefe, 
with  others  that  fill  up  the  fame  Page, 
fhould  be  level’d  againft  all  of  them, 
without  diftin&ion,  is  very  hard  and 
unjuft  •  and  to  ufe  his  own  Words  in 
another  place,  is  fuch  a  barefaced  and 
vroundlefs  Calumny ,  as  becomes  the  Front 
of  none  but  a  Difpenfary  Doctor, 

Where  our  Obfervator  fays,  (P.iyf 
that  the  Apothecarys  have  given  the 
World  a  Specimen  of  their  Ingenuity ,  as 
well  as  Good-manners ,  in  pretending  to 
judge  of  the  Price  of  Medicines,  of  which, 
they  neither  know  the  Ingredients  nor 
Compofition ;  and  confeauently  cannot 
judge  of  their  intrinfick  Value ,  &c.  may 
be  as  dire&ly  applicable  to  thofe  of 
the  Difpenfary,  who  pretend  to  prize 
the  Apothecarys  Medicines,  as  any 
thing  can  be  ;  efpecially  their  Affo- 
ciate  Dr.  Pitt ,  concerning  his  Book  of 
the  Crafts  and  Frauds  of  Phyfick.  For 
one  of  the  Difpenfary  can  no  more 
judge  of  the  Value  .of  Medicines, 
which  an  Apothecary  compounds 
for  his  own  ufe,  than  an  Apothecary 
;  can 
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I  can  of  thofe  that  are  made  up  in  the 
|  Difpenfarys. 

Afterwards-  (P.  19. )  for  tnfolent ly 
oppofmg  the  calling  a  Phyfician  till  the  Pa- 
j  tient  is  "reduced  to  the  lajl  Ext  remit) 

,  and  then  impofmg  a  Creature  of  their 
town:  Which  is  likewife  as  unjuft  as 
3  the  reft ;  for  there’s  very  few,  if  any, 
I  but  had  rather  have  a  Phyfician  con- 
j  concerned,  than  be  employed  alone, 
i  for  many  Reafons,  and  without  con¬ 
federating  with  them  too  (as  he 
!  would  often  fa  lfely  infinuate)  unlefs 
■  it  be  one  of  the  Difpenfary  indeed  ; 
*  and  then  I  don’t  know  what  Reafon 
any  Man  can  have  (if  it  is  in  his  Pow¬ 
er  to  prevent  it)  to  bring  in  one  that 
|  does  what  he  can  to  eat  his  Bread  out 
!  of  his  Month,  and  defraud  him  of  his 
5  Imploy  and  Livelihood. 

SB 

It  would  be  a  grofs  Abjuraity  (P.  23.) 
to  fuppole  that  Phyf  ciAns ,  who  hAd  the 
foie  Exercife  of  the  Faculty  in  their 

I, hands  by  Law ,  fhould  petition  to  let  others 
into  the  Exercife  of  their  Party  which 
was  fo  well  fecured  to  themfelves.  It 
would  be  a  Grofs  Abfurdity  indeed, 
in  any  one  who  is  acquainted  with 

E  2  the 
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the  Temper  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  to 
fuppole  they  would  do  any  thing  con¬ 
trary  to  their  own  Intereft.  But  this 
Profit  (one  of  the  beft  perhaps  the 
College  of  Phylicians  ever  fet  about, 
tho5  fatal  enough  fince  to  their  own 
Intereft:)  ’tis  not  unlikely  had  its 
Birth  from  Caufes,  which  here  per¬ 
haps  it  may  not  be  very  pleafing  to 
mention  :  But  undoubtedly  a  Phy- 
iician,  when  he  came  to  his  Patient 
in  his  Coach  only  to  feel  his  Pulfe, 
made  a  much  more  confiderable  Fi¬ 
gure,  than  when  with  Phials  and  Ga¬ 
lipots  in  his  Pocket ;  and  it  could  not 
but  be  much  more  pleafing  to  take  a 
Guinea  for  only  a  Vifit,  thanlefs  for 
the  fame  Trouble,  and  their  Medi¬ 
cines  befides. 

Afterwards  fpeaking of Rofe  (P.27.) 
We  have  not  pickt  out  this  Cafe  to  jhotv 
the  Lonfcience  and  Skill  of  the  Apothe- 
c ary s  j  but  have  taken  it  becaufe  it  is  the 
Cafe  upon  which  the  Queftion  is  raifed  ; 
tho 5  we  have  many  hundredmore  as  extra¬ 
vagant^  fome  oj  which  may  come  here¬ 
after  to  be  trfd.  What  Queftion, 
pray,  is  raifed  upon  it  ?  If  it  be, 

Whether 
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Whether  or  no  the  Apothecarys  are 
Men  of  Fidelity  and  Learning  enough 
to  be  intrufted  with  the  Pra£tice  of 
Phyfick  ?  all  the  Skill  the  Doftor  has, 
can’t  prove  it  in  the  Negative,  efpe- 
cially  if  his  Logick  furnifhes  him  with 
no  better  Arguments,  than  that,  be- 
caufe  Mr.  Rofe has  been  proved  a  Man 
unskilful  and  difhoneft,  and  excluded 
from  it,  therefore  all  of  them  are  fo, 
ind  confequently  ought  to  undergo 
the  fame  Prohibition.  A  very  cogent 
Proof  truly  / 

1  It  is  not  Mr.  Rofe  here,  that  I  have 

I  to  do  with,  or  pretend  to  vindicate  ; 
but  to  fhow  the  Injuftice  of  afperling 
every  one  of  the  Profedion  with  his 
Crimes.  If  he  be  guilty  of  what  is 
aid  to  his  Charge,  of  Extortion  and 
Dppreflion,  every  honeft  Apothecary 
vould  be  glad  to  fee  him  receive  a 
ufl  Punifhment  for  them,  and  be 
uade  an  Example  to  prevent  the  fame 
'or  the  future,  by  deterring  all  thoie 
vhole  Principles  do  not  teach  them 
jetter,  from  the  like  Extravagancies, 
ind  bringing  thereby  a  Scandal  upon' 
he  Profeffion.  If  the  Doctor  know  , 
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a  hundred  more  guilty  of  the  fame 
Extravagance,  let  him  produce  them, 
if  he  can  ;  he’ll  as  much  oblige  the 
Apothecarys  by  doing  fo,  as  gratify 
his  own  Revenge. 

I  wonder  how  in  the  next  Page  he 
can  fo  lovingly  put  the  Quack  and 
Apothecary  together,  by  faying,  the 
ignorant  Quacks  and  Apothecarys  in 
thofe  Days  were  not  fo  numerous  as  at 
prefent ,  "and  yet  be  fuch  an  inveterate 
Enemy  to  the  Apothecarys  himfelf. 
Befides,  is  that  fair  and  juft,  to  afperfe 
one  Perfon  with  another’s  Crimes,  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  he  was  his  Contemporary  ? 
Tho'1  he  does  not  affirm  it,  yet  he 
would  inlinuate  as  much.  The  fame 
may  be  as  jufdy  retorted  upon  the 
College  of  Phylicians,  for  they  too 
were  not  fo  numerous  in  thofe  Days  ; 
but  now  the  World  abounds  with  ig¬ 
norant  Quacks. 

By  the  promifcuous  Vfe  (  P.  2  o. )  of 
the  Grocer  and  the  Apothecary ,  dange¬ 
rous  Mifiakes  were  made ,  thro ’  the  Vn- 
skilfulnefs  of  thofe  that  often  took  upon 
them  to  compound  from  the  Frefcriptionsc 
of  PhyficianSy  without  a  fufp'cient  Ac¬ 


quaintance 4 
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’quaint twee  of  the  Manner  and  Method 
of  making  Medicines,  which  were  fome- 
times  refer’d  to  by  'very  fhort  Directions 
in  Phyficians  Bills,  upon  fuppoftion , 
that  conjlant  'life  had  made  them  fami «* 
liar.  Which  very  much  helps  to 
confirm  what  I  fhall  hereafter  endea¬ 
vour  to  prove,  that  the  Phyficians 
Directions  in  their  Bills,  or  Difpen- 
fatory,  are  not  fufficient  to  inftrud 
any  one  in  the  true  Compofition  of 
Medicines  there  preferibed,  unlefis 
he  firft  be  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  Nature  and  Qualitys  of 
fimple  •  Bodys,  and  qualify’d  with 
molt  Parts  of  Knowledge  neceffary  to 
one,  as  a  Phyfician.  From  whence 
may  juftly  be  infer’d,  that  he  who 
is  accomplifh’d  for  a  good  Apotheca¬ 
ry,  is  upon  the  Borders  of  making  a 
good  Phyfician.  But  more  oi  this 
by  and  by. 

An  Apothecary  does  not,  any  more 
than  hjmfelf,  fuppofe  that  the  weigh¬ 
ing,  poknding,  ffting  and  mixing  of 
Drugs,  is  fufficient  to  make  any  one  a 
\ fudge  of  their  Vfe.  But  unlefs  he  had 
proved  an  Apothecary,  as  fo,  is  not 

E  4  capable 
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capable  of  learning  their  Ufes,  and 
has  no  other  way  to  do  it,  thago  by 
weighing  them,  &c.  it  not  at  all  con¬ 
cludes  but  he  may  underhand  them 
as  well  as  himfelf,  or  any  other  of  his 
Collegues.  Nay  before  I  have  done, 
I  hope  to  make  it  evident,  that  an 
Apothecary  has  the  greateft  and  al- 
moft  only  Advantages  of  perfe&ing 
himfelfintheKnowledge  of  the  whole 
Materia  Medica ,  and  likewife  of  be¬ 
ing  vers’d  in  Natural Philofophy  in  or¬ 
der  to  qualify  him  for  a  National  Pra¬ 
ctice  of  Phyjick  :  And  if  any  one  pre¬ 
tends  to  be  fo  without  knowing  any 
thing  of  the  Movements  of  Nature , 
or , being  acquainted  with  the  Animal 
Sjfem,  and  able  toaccount  for  all  the 
l  inti  Actions ,  and  whatever  may  impede 
them ,  <\x.  as  lie  goes  on  afterwards  in 
the  fame  place,  I’ll  own  he’s  as  unca- 
pable  of  a  Rational  P ractice  of  Phyjick , 
as  moft  of  the  Difpenfary  Doctors 
aie  of  a  skilful  Compofition  of  Me¬ 
dicines,  which  I’m  apt  to  think  is  in 

the  Superlative  Degree. 

As  for  thefo  aod  other  Requifites, 
that  are  neceffary  for  a  Rational 

Practice 
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Practice  of  Phyfick,  I  fhall  prefently 
come  to  enquire  into,  in  order  to  fee 
how  far  an  Apothecary  may  be  ac- 
compliflht  with  them. 

Where  he  afterwards  infills  upon 
the  Difficulty  of  being  a  good  Phy- 
fician,  to  thofe  who  have  had  feveral 
Advantages  by  Education,  he  goes 
on  ( P.  ?  ].)  How  much  more  mttjk  it  be 
fo ,  for  thofe  rvhofe  Education  has  left 
them  wholly  illiterate,  and  deJHtute  of 
thofe  means  that  are  necejfary  for  the 
forming  a  right  Judgment  where  it  may 
be  given  ?  Let  then  any  indifferent  Per- 
fon  judge ,  whether  one  that  from  his 
‘Youth  has  been  injlituted  in  the  dfijiow- 
ledge  of  Natural  Bodies ,  and  exercis'd 
in  the  Analyfis  of  all  forts  of  them ,  whe¬ 
ther  Animal ,  Vegetative  or  Mineral ,  or 
.one  that  is  only  ufed  to  weigh ,  break  to  pri¬ 
ces  fome  few  of  them  in  a  Mortar ,  and 
mix  them  together  by  the  Directions  of 
the  former ,  be  befi  qualified,  &c.  Can 
any  thing  in  the  World  be  more  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  Truth,  than 
what  by  this  he  feems  to  infinuate,  as 
if  all  Phyficians  from  their  Youth  had 
been  inftituted  in  the  Knowledge  of 


Na  ra ! 
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Natural  Bodies,  and  exercis’d' in  their 
Analyfis,  and  the  Apothecary  only 
to  weigh  and  break  them  to  pieces 
according  to  the  former  Directions  ? 
He  muft  certainly  by  this  difcover 
either  a  Hardinefs  in  faying  any  thing 
which  his  luxurious  Fancy  fuggefts, 
or  a  notorious  Ignorance  in  the  Bufi- 
siefs  of  an  Apothecary,  the  latter  of 
which  ’twould  be  the  moil  charitable 
to  think,  tho’  perhaps  not  with  the 
mod:  reafon :  But  it  may  be,  he  may 
know  no  better,  than  that  the  weigh¬ 
ing,  and  breaking  a  few  Drugs  in  a 
Mortar,  is  all  that  belongs  to  the 
Trade  of  an  Apothecary;  but  I  can 
affure  him  for  his  better  Information, 
that  the  Knowledge  of  Natural  Bo¬ 
dies,  and  efpecially  the  Analylis  of 
them,  which  he  afcribes  to  the  Phy-' 
fician,  is  principally  the  Apothecary’s 
Province,  concerning  which,  befides 
what  has  been  already  laid  to  that 
purpofe,  if  he’ll  have  but  a  little  Pa¬ 
tience,  I  Ihall  make  it  evident,  that 
an  Apothecary  has  by  far  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  inftruCted  in  fuch 
things,  and  the  Phyfician  a  1  moll  ex¬ 


cluded. 
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eluded,  and  confequently  more  igno- 
[  rant  of  them. 

The  World  (p.  56.)  would  think  us 
mad^  if  we  jhould  ferioujly  ask  them9 
\  Who  lays  the  greater  Tax  upon  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  the  Apothecary ,  who  will  not  let 
the  poorejl  Wretch  have  any  things 
without  an  extravagant  Gain  ;  or 
the  Difpenfary  Phyfician ,  who  gives  his 
Advice  gratis  ?  The  World  may  with 
a  great  deal  of  Reafon  think  any  one 
mad,  who  accounts  the  bare  asking  a 
thing  a  fufficient  Proof  of  it.  If  it  be 
true  that  the  Apothecarys  will  not 
let  the  pooreft  W  retch  ha  ve  any  thing 
without  an  extravagant  Gain  ;  or 
that  as  many  are  not  reliev’d  from 
the  Apothecarys  Shops,  as  the  Dif- 
penfarys,  why  has  he  not  proved  it  ? 
But  if  it  is  not  true,  why  does  he  ask 
fuch  a  Queftion  ?  unlefs  he  thinks  the 
World  To  mad,  as  by  fuch  means  to 
be  bubled  into  the  Belief  of  a  Lie. 
By  this  we  may  eafily  fee  what  Hafd-I 
fhips  they  are  drove  to,  who  engage 
themfelves  in  oppolition  to  Truth,  to 
fupport  a  bad  Caufe.  There’s  hard¬ 
ly  any  one  but  may  witnefs  to  the 

charitable 
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charitable  Offices  of  feveral  Apothe¬ 
cary^  and  how  much  they  contribute 
to  the  Relief  of  the  Sick  Poor  ;  wit- 
nefs  their  charitable  Supply  of  the 
Work-houfe  in  Btjhopfgate-ftreet  with 
Medicines  at  the  Expence  of  the  pub- 
lick  Stdtk ;  which  alone  perhaps  may 
be  more  than  what  we  have  fuch  a 
Noife  about  from  the  Difpenfary, 
tho’  they  have  not  yet  had  the  Vanity 
to  tell  the  World  of  it  in  Print.  Their 
Shops  are  fcatter’d  up  and  down  in 
all  Parts  wherefoever  the  Poor  are  ; 
but  there’s  but  three  of  thefe  Difpen- 
larys  in  the  whole  Town,  that  fome 
mult  be  oblig’d  to  go  a  Mile  or  two 
thither  for  their  Advice  and  Phyfick, 
when  perhaps  they  might  have  it 
within  a  few  doors  of  the  former, 
which  is  fuch  a  great  Inconvenience, 
that  there  are  by  far  more  relieved 
from  the  Apothecarysin  general,  than 
the  Difpenfarys ;  and  is  fo  publick- 
lickly  known,  that  they  are  not  ne- 
eeffitated, , were  they  fo  oftentaceous, 
to  print  Books  of  it,  which  thefe 
charitable  Gentlemen  are  oblig’d  to 
do,  before  their  Good  Works  can  be 
heard  of.  To 
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To  conclude,  he  tells  us  in  the  Plu¬ 
ral  Number,  (P.  38.J  We  ex  feci  tiie 
Clamours  of  the  Apothecarys ,  and  that 
they  fbould  tell  the  I  Vorld  that  they  are 
Mailers  of  our  whole  Practice ,  by  having 
our  Bills  upon  their  Files.  He’s  very 
much  in  the  right  of  the  former  part, 
that  the  World  fhall  be  told  feveral 
Apothecarys  are  better  Mafters  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfick  than  many  of  the 
Difpenfary  Do&ors ;  but  not  as  he 
would  faliiy  andmalicioufly  infmuate, 
by  their  Bills,  forfooth  ;  no,  they 
have  better  ways  to  qualify  them- 
felves  in  that  nature,  than  himfelf 
perhaps  has  ever  been  acquainted 
with ;  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
prove  before  I  have  done,  againft  the 
moft  ftrenuous  Arguments  he  can 
bring  to  the  contrary. 

That  it  hat  is  faid  is  the  Malice  of  a' 
few  People  only ,  who  want  Bufmefs.  For 
the  truth  of  which  we  need  appeal  to 
no  further  than  the  Difpenfary-men, 
and  their  own  Writings. 

That  it  will  be  hard  to  ruin  a  great 
number  of  Families ,  who  fubftji  by  Pra¬ 
gue  as  Apothecarys.  So  ’twill  be 

.  thought, 
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thought  by  any  one  who  is  not  of  the 
fame  extenfive  Charity  as  the  Re¬ 
lievers  of  the  Sick  Poor  in  Warivick- 
Lane. 

But  if  it  does  appear  to  the  Publick , 
that  this  Practice  is  a  Cheat ,  contrary  to 
Law,  contrary  to  Reafony  contrary  to 
the  Health  of  their  Bodies ,  and  contrary 
to  the  Interejl  of  their  Purfes  ;  that  the 
Apothecarys  fophijlicate  Medicines  ;  fre¬ 
quently  fubfitute  one  thing  for  another 
injudicioufty  •  and  that  they  are  Oppref- 
fors  in  their  Bills ,  &■  c.  When  it  does 
appear  to  be  thus,  then,  good  Mr, 
Obfervator,  draw  your  Conclufions 
as  fa  ft  as  you  pleafe ;  but  ’till  then, 
Sijle  Gradum ;  for  what  has  been  yet 
laid  does  not  in  the  leaft  prove  it : 
.But  that  the  contrary  of  moft  of  thefe 
Particulars  are  true,  wefhall  prefent- 
ly  fee  how  far  it  may  be  proved  ;  and 
that  the  Apothecarys  Practice  is  more 
lei  viceable  to  the  Publick,  than  this 
Biipenfary  Invention  is,  or  ever  can. 
be.  As  for  the  Knavery  and  Igno¬ 
rance  oi  fome  Apothecarys,  ’tis  un- 
jjiiii:,  i  fay  again,  to  charge  it  upon 
nil  01  them  j  lor  I  dare  undertake  to 

find 
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find  as  many  Knaves  and  Blockheads 
in  Warwick-Lane ,  as  he  can  among  the 
Apothecarys. 

Afterwards  he  grows  mighty  obli¬ 
ging,  and  protefis ,  if  the  Apothecarys 
(or  the  Phyficians  whom  they  honour )  are 
able  to  /how  us  any  Injufice  done  in  theft 
Obfervations  on  their  Cafe ,  we  are  as 
ready  toretrahl  it  as  public kly  as  we  have 
done  it,  and  therefore  challenge  them  to 
/hew  it.  As  for  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Rofe9 
I  fay,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ; 
I  did  not  engage  my  felf  in  his  Quar¬ 
rel  by  undertaking  of  this,  but  only 
to  defend  the  Truth,  and  the  Apothe- 
|  carys,  as  far  as  they  have  it  on  their 
fide ,  but  no  further :  For  in  any  thing 
j  wherein  they  are  not  juftifiable,  I  am 
i  fo  far  from  vindicating  them,  that 
the  Sequel  of  this  Difcourfe  will,  I 
fear,  rather  condemn  a  great  many 
of  them.  Therefore  as  for  any  Inju- 
ftice  done  in  this  prefent  Cafe,  which 
the  Obfervator  challenges  any  body 
to  fhew,  as  far  as  it  refpe&s  Mr.  Rofe 
I  do  not*  meddle  with  it :  The  Judg¬ 
ment  obtained  againft  him  at  the 
Queens  Bench  might  be  very  juft  up¬ 
on 
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on  him ;  but  ’tis  not  that  which  is 
principally  infilled  upon,  but  the  A- 
potliecarys  in  general  Hand  afpers’d 
with  his  Crimes,  and  he  treated  all 
along  as  their  proper  Reprefentative, 
Becaufe  he  has  been  convi&ed  of  Ig¬ 
norance  or  Extortion,  therefore  ail 
the  reft  are  inveigh’d  againft  for  a 
parcel  of  Blockheads,  Knaves  and 
Extortioners.  If  all  thefe  or  worfe 
Crimes  (if  worfe  can  be)  are  true  of 
Mr.  Rofe ,  he  might  with  as  much 
Reafon  be  fet  up  for  a  Standard  of 
Honefty,  as  this  Gentleman  for  one  of 
Truth  and  Juftice:  And  yet  with 
what  Affurance  he  appeals  to  the 
World,  to  fhew  wherein  he  has  been 
unfair  in  Ins  Reprelentation !  when 
every  one  that  is  prejudic’d  cannot  but 
fee  how  much  he  has  traduc’d  feveral 
Perfonsot  unfpotted  Reputations,  by 
moft  Icandaloufiy  and  falfly  afperfing 
them  with  this  Alan’s  Crimes,  only 
becaufe  he  was  one  of  their  Profeflion. 
Several  Apothecarys  are  Perfons  of 
approved  Fidelity  and  Learning,  and 
are  able  to  give  the  World  fufficient 
i  eftimonies  of  their  Skill  and  Abili¬ 
ties, 
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ties,  not  only  in  Pharmacy,  but  like- 
wife  in  a  rational  Cure  of  Diftempers. 
Our  ObfervatOr  therefore  is  guilty  of 
the  higheft  Injuftice  imaginable,  in 
his  Reprefentations  of  this  Cafe,  be- 
caufe  he  has  not  confin’d  his  Accu ra¬ 
tions  to  the  Perfon  only  concerned, 
but  by  transferring  his  Crimes,  and 
charging  them  without  any  Grounds 
or  manner  of  Proof,  upon  all  the  reft 
of  the  fame  Profeflion,  he  has  falfly 
infinuated  to  the  World,  that  all  the 
Apotheearys  are  Knaves  and  Block¬ 
heads.  This,  I  hope,  will  be  taken 
for  an  Acceptation  of  his  Challenge, 
and  for  fucli  a  fair  Performance  of 
what  is  there  demanded,  that  if  he 
does  not  as  publickly  retraft  thefe 
Afperfions,  as  he  has  vented  them, 
he’i  not  only  ftand  felf-condemn’d  for 
a  Liar,  but  lie  under  the  juft  Cenfure 
of  others  for  a  malicious  and  fcanda- 
lous  Traducer. 

And  now  to  remove  the  Prejudi¬ 
ces  which  fome  perhaps  may  upon 
thefe  Infinuations  have  taken  up  a- 
gainft  the  Trade  of  an  Apothecary 
f  '  -J-  F  (fince 
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(fince  none  of  them,  the’  perhaps 
better  qualify’d,  have  yet  medl’d 
with  it)  I  fhall  endeavour  to  vindi¬ 
cate  their  prefent  Practice,  by  prov¬ 
ing  how  they  may  be  thoroughly  qua¬ 
lified  for  it,  not  only  as  to  the  Bufi- 
ttefs  of  Pharmacy,  but  likewife  a  ra¬ 
tional  Cure  of  Diftempers. 

I  took  notice  before,  that  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  as  a  Company  of  Apo- 
thecarys  in  the  City  of  London ,  in 
the  beginning  of  King  James  the 
Firft’s  Reign ;  but  what  Drugs  and 
Medicines  were  then  ufually  iold, 
were  by  the  Grocers  :  But  the  Phyfi- 
cians  finding  many  Inconveniences  in 
having  fucli  things  from  thofe  whofe 
other  Bufinefs  diverted  them  from 
the  great  Care  and  Diligence  which 
that  alone  required,  obtained  a  Char¬ 
ter  for  part  of  them  to  conftitute  a 
Company  by  themfelves,  wholly  to 
be  employ’d  in  the  Care  of  Drugs,  and 
what  other  Medicines  the  Phyficians 
fhould  at  any  time  order  them  to  pre¬ 
pare.  When  Matters  were  brought 
to  this,  at  fir  ft,  undoubtedly  the  J- 
f  othecarjs  muft  needs  be  awkard  and 
4  unskilful 
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unskilful  in  their  new  Imploy,  as  not 
having  ferved  any  Apprenticefhip  to 
it,  but  in  common  with  other  Bufi- 
nefs,  which  might  perhaps  engage 
moft  of  their  Time;  and  then  they 
might  very  well  be  content  to  keep 
behind  their  Counters,  and  wait  only 
the  Phyficians  Orders  (as  the  Difpen - 
fury  Doctors  now  would  have  them) 
efpecially  when  no  body  call’d  them 
from  thence.  But  quickly  the  Cafe 
grew  otherwife,  ( which  furely  the 
College  was  very  fhort-fighted  not  to 
forefee)  the  Bufinefs  of  felling  Sugar 
and  Plumbs  now  being  excluded,  and 
every  thing  that  might  interrupt 
them  in  their  new  Bufinefs,  they 
were  at  leifure  to  imploy  their  whole 
Time  in  Pharmacy,  and  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  Study  of  thofe  things 
which  might  be  ferviceable  to  them 
in  that  Art,  as  Botany,  Chymijiry ,  and 
all  Parts  of  Natural  Philofofhy.  No~ 
thing  now  hinders  them  from  trying 
Experiments  in  order  to  examine  the 
Principles  and  Affe&ions  of  thofe 
Bodies  that  were  made  the  Subject 
of  their  Labours,  and  thence  deduce 

E  2  Rational 
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Rational  Methods  for  the  Preparation 
and  Compofition  of  their  Medicines : 
And  thus  they  came  to  be  compleat 
Matters  of  their  Trade,  and  tho¬ 
roughly  qualified  for  good  Apothecary  s. 
*  What  a  famous  Author  fays  of  the 
State  of  Phyfick,  may  here  very  well 
be  applied  to  Pharmacy ,  viz.  “  That; 
«  Necefiity  invented ,  Experience 
a  perfefted  it.  At  firft  it  was  rude 
<c  and  illiterate ;  but  in  time,  by  the 
“  help  of  frefh  Obfervations,  im- 
“  proved  by  Reafori,  it  became  po- 
a  lite  and  learned. 

(  But  thofe,  whofe  Induftry  had 
brought  thus  far,  ’tis  very  ftrange  if 
they  fhould  not  go  a  little  further  by 
taking  notice  of  the  Operations  and 
Effects  of  their  Medicines,  where 
they  were  order’d  to  adminitter  them 
by  the  Phyficians.  And  tho’  the  Ape- 


•,,*  Neceffitas  Mediciuam  invenit,  Experientia 
perfecit :  Quae  quidem  prima  iEtate  rudis  erat  ac 
ftupida;  progreffu  vero  temporis,  accidentibus 
indies  no  vis  Obfeivationibus,  libiq;  mutuo  facem 
preferentibus,  cuhfta  prefertim  regente  ac  mode- 
rante  Rationis  lumine,  liberalis  fafta  eft  &  eru~ 
dita* 

thee  ary 


Tent  amen  Medidnale.  69 

\  thee  ary  fhould  always  confine  himfelf 
to  his  own  Shop,  as  thefe  Difpenfary 
Doctors  would  have  him,  and  receive 
their  Bills  by  the  hands  of  a  Servant, 
prepare  and  compound  the  Medicines 
[  there  order’d,  and  lend  them  again 
in  the  fame  manner,  without  ever 
going  to  fee  the  Patient  himfelf;  yet 
he  would  be  ftupidly  carelefs  never 
to  ask  after  the  Ope  rations  and  Effe&s 
[ of  his  Medicines,  by  the  Servant  fent 
to  him :  So  that  only  by  this  means, 
I’tis  ft  range  if  he  can’t  gather  fome- 
I  thing  that  may  improve  him  in  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Vertues  of  Medi¬ 
cines,  and  by  hearing  of  the  Altera- 
itions  and  Eft  efts  they  had  upon  the 
Patient,  learn  fornething  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Difeafes  too,  and  how  and 
what  will  cure  them ;  or  at  lead:  fo 
[much  as  would  excite  his  Curiofity 
to  inform  himfelf  further  by  reading 
the  beft  Authors  upon  fuch  Subjects, 
which  he  may  ealily  do,  if  he  has  but 
learnt  before  he  came  to  Apprentice 
the  Latin  and  Greek  Tongues,  efpe- 
eially  the  former :  But  unlefs  he  has 

F  3  done 
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done  that,  he  is  altogether  unfit  for 
fo  much  as  an  Apothecary. 

But  this  isfuppofing  the  worft,  that, 
the  Apothecary  never  comes  at  the  Pa¬ 
tient  himfelf,  as  the  Doctors  would 
have  it ;  but  to  his  Comfort,  and  the 
Doctor's  Mortification,  the  Patient 
will  have  it  otherways  ;  for  he’s  not: 
look’d  upon  now  as  a  Grocer ,  but  is 
call’d  upon  by  the  Patient  himfelf,  to 
anfwer  fome  Queftions  or  other  relat¬ 
ing  to  his  Diftemper,  and  theDodor’s 
Prefcriptions.  So  that  thus  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  comes  upon  equal  Grounds, 
with  the  Doctor  ;  nay  much  better 
and  has  much  greater  Advantages 
and  more  Opportunities  to  improve 
himfelf  in  the  Language  of  Difeafes 1 
( to  ufe  Dr.  Pitt's  Rhetorick )  by 
being  much  oftner  with  the  Patient, 
and  allowing  himfelf  to  ftay  longer 
with  him  than  the  Phyficians  ufually 
do.  And  now  he  has  the  Theory  in 
one  Hand  and  Pradice  in  the  other: 
He  may  read  the  be  ft  Authors  at 
home,  the  fame  perhaps  the  Doctor. s 
themfelves  do ;  and  then  here’s  hic 

Patient.. 
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Patient,  (or  the  Doctor's  rather)  to 
take  notice  of  on  the  other  hand,  *  to 
obferve  whether  the  Symptoms,  De¬ 
grees,  Differences  and  Alterations  of 
j  fuch  and  fuch  Di {tempers  be  agree- 
1  able  to  the  Notions  he  has  form’d 
of  them  in  his  Reading,  and  what 
Effects  fuch  and  fuch  Medicines  have 
j  in  fuch  certain  Cafes  :  And,  thus  he 
I  comes  gradually  to  a  competent  Un- 
derftanding  in  the  Nature  and  Cure 

of  Diftempers  A*  / 

Thus  People  finding  that  feveral  A- 
i  pothecarjs  are  as  capable  of  prefcrib- 
ing  them  Phyfick  as  .  many  of  the 
:  Doctors ,  do  therefore  for  feveral  Rea- 
;  fons  chufe  rather  to  imploy  them  a- 
|  lone  ;  as  firft,  there’s  the  Expence 
of  an  unreafonable  Fee  faved  ;  then 
they  find  themfelves  more  carefully 
and  conftantly  attended  than  the 


*  Longarum  Obfervationuni  Prsefidio  inftrufta 
mens  fagax,  potiffimam  curandornm  Hominnm 
Rationem  affequitur.  Baglivi  de  Vraxi  JAcdUa* 
lib .  i.  cap,  i. 

+  Non  ex  probabili  quadam  Hypothefi  Reipedia 
adhibens,  fed  ab  Artis  Divine  prpfcriptis  longo 
ufu  comprobatis,  Baglivi,  ibid* 

F  4  ThyHcians 
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Physicians  do  generally  allow  them- 
felves  the  trouble  of ;  and  again  (not- 
withftanding  th eDoffor's  Infmuations 
to  the  contrary)  they  find  themfelves 
lefs  burthen’d  with  many  Doles  of 
Phyfick,  than  when  the  phyficians 
prefcribe  for  them  ;  except  it  be  here 
and  there  one  by  chance,  as  malici¬ 
ous  and  inveterate  againfi  the  Apo - 
thecarys  as  Dottor  Pitt ,  who  for  that 
Reafon  only  will  forbear  ordering 
what  is  really  neceflary  for  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  on  purpofe  to  defraud  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  as  much  as  he  can  of  his  Pro¬ 
fit  :  So,  becaufe  for  thefe  Rea  Tons  fe- 
vcral  will  not  make  ufe  of  the  Phyfi¬ 
cians  at  all,  a  diffenting  Part  of  the 
College  have  now  with  fo  much  Heat 
ai^d  Malice  took  Arms  againfi  the  A- 
pothecarys ,  and  would,  were  it  in  their 
Power,  raife  a  terrible  Perfecution  a- 
gainfi  them.  But  I  hope-,  lliould 
e’er  thefe  Matters  come  under  Con¬ 
fide  ration  of  the  Legiflative  Power, 
the  Good  and  Advantage  of  the  Pub- 
lick  (for  the  Pretence  of  thefe  Doctors 
aiming  at  That,  is  manifefily  only  to 
glofs  over  their  real  Defigns  of  ad¬ 
vancing 
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vancing  their  own  private  Ends)  will 
I  queftion  not,  out-ballance  the  Inte- 
reitof  a  private  Party ;  for  were  the 
Apothecarys  dealt  with  as  thefe  Doctors 
would  unreafonably  have  them,  it 
might  not  only  tend,  to  the  Ruin  of 
feveral  of  them  and  their  Families, 
but  be  an  unfpeakable  Prejudice  to 
other  People,  who,  by  a  long  Ufe 
and  Experience  of  the  Skilfulnefs  of 
feme  JpothecarjSy  would  not  without 
a  great  deal  of  Dilfatisfaction  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  Relief  and  Benefit  they 
have  fo  long  received  by  them. 

•  If  the  Doctors  often  upbraiding  the 
Apothecarys  with  their  having  for¬ 
merly  been  but  Grocers,  be  only  to  put 
them  in  mind  of  the  Obligation  they 
then  confer’d  upon  them  in  making 
diem  othcrwife,  Thanks  is  the  only 
Return,  I  think,  they  can  expeQ: ; 
for  ’t  would  be  unreafonable  to  require 
any  further  Proofs  of  their  Gratitude 
for  what  was  done  for  their  Fore¬ 
fathers  in  Ages  paft  ;  unlefs,  becaufe 
they  made  them,  then,  Apothecarys  of 
Grocers ,  they  would,  now,  have  the 

A pot he- 
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earys  make  them  fo  of  Dotfors,  for 
want  of  other  Bufinefs. 

Thofe  who  are  of  the  Trade  now, 
are  fuch  as  have  ferved  an  Appren- 
ticefhip  to  it,  and  were,  or  at  leaft 
ought  to  have  been  fo  well  educated 
fell-,  as  to  have  been  capable  of  qua¬ 
lifying  themfelves  thoroughly  for  the 
Brattice  of  Phyfick :  And  therefore 
being  frequently  call’d  upon  to  advife 
and  adminifter  Phyfick  themfelves, 
what  would  the  Doctors  have  them 
do  ?  fend  away  their  Patients  to  the 
Difpenfarys ,  and  fo  ruin  themfelves 
and  their  Families,  by  denying  the 
Trade  which  they  were  brought  up 
to,  and  all  to  gratify  the  Humor  of 
a  few  peevifh  Diffenting  Doctors. 

They  tell  the  World,  the  Apothe¬ 
cary  s  are  ignorant  in  the  Materia  Me- 
dica,  and  under  ft  and  not  the  Nature  of 
Simples ,  and  therefore  uncapable  of  pre¬ 
paring  and  mixing  them.  Indeed  when 
the  Apothecarys  were  Grocers ,  they 
might  be  fo,  and  fo  the  Charge  very 
true;  but  now  ’tis  otherwife,  and 
fever al  have  improv’d  themfelves  in 

all 
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all  Parts  of  Learning  neceflary  to 
the  Art  of  Pharmacy  •  witnefs  thofe 
before-nam’d,  befides  many  others. 
But  fuch  Opportunities  every  one 
may  have,  that  ’tis  his  own  fault 
if  he  be  not  fo  qualified.  Every  one 
has  eight  Years  in  his  Apprenticefhip, 
by  his  own  Obfervation  to  acquaint 
himfelf  with  Drugs  and  Plants,  by 
the  frequent  ufe  of  them  in  the 
Shops  •  befides  often  vifiting  the 
Markets  and  Phyfick-Gardens ;  and 
feveral  fet  Days  in  the  Summer  the 
Company  have  to  go  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  on  purpofe  to  take  acquaintance 
with  all  the  Vegetable  Tribes ,  the  Se¬ 
niors  and  more  experienc’d  inftruct- 
ing  the  Juniors.  Then  there  is  an 
Elaboratory  at  their  own  Hall,  open 
to  all  the  Company,  where  they  may 
fee  all  the  necejflary  ProcelTes  of  the 
Chymicai  Preparations,  by  which 
the  different  Natures,  Principles  and 
Affections  of  Bodies  are  laid  open, 
thereby  learning  how  to  adapt  them 
to  the  Coniiitution  of  their  Patients, 
and  Nature  of  their  Difeafes. 


In 
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In  fhort,  as  the  State  of  Phyfide 
Rands  now  a-days,  if  any  Apothecary 
will  be  but  careful  andinduftrious,  he 
may  have  all  the  Opportunities  that 
are  needful,  thoroughly  to  acquaint 
himfelf  with  the  whole  Syftem  of 
Nature.  And  then  to  apply  thofe 
things  which  he  reads  of,  byObferva- 
tion  and  Experience,  and  render  them 
ferviceable  forthelnveftigation  of  the 
feveral  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  and  pre- 
fcribing  and  adapting  to  them  proper 
Remedies  ;  befides  the  help  of  many 
good  practical  Authors,  as  Willis, 
Sydenham ,  Morton ,  and  feveral  others, 
their  own  daily  Bufmefs  furnifhes 
them  with  many  Opportunities  in  this 
kind.  { 

But  here  perhaps  it  may  be  obje£l- 
ed,  that  to  the  underhand ing  of  thefe 
things  there  is  more  Time  to  be  fpent 
than  can  be  had  in  an  Jpprentice- 
fiip.  To  which  T  anfwer,  that  a 
Youth  who  is  induftrious  and  diligent, 
may  in  the  greateh  hurry  of  Bulinefs 
moil  Men  have,  find  Intervals  e- 
nough,  in  eight  Years  time,  to  make 
a  fufficient  Prog  refs  in  this  fort  of 

Know- 
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Knowledge,  and  which  may  in  the 
whole  be  more  time  than  many  in  the . 
Univerfities  allow  themfelves. 

"  But  ’tis  very  well  known,  that 
Reading  a  great  deal  is  not  the  only 
or  likelieft  way  to  obtain  much 
Knowledge  •  but  an  Acquaintance 
with  a  few  good  Books  is  fuiiicient, 
if  the  little  that  is  there  read  be  but 
well  digefted  and  underftood.  *  But 
this  is  more  particularly  true  in  the 
:  Study  of  Phyfick,  than  in  many  other 
:  things  ;  becaufe  in  that  there  is  fuch 
a  Neceffity  for  Obfervation  and  Ex¬ 
perience,  that  his  impoffible  to  make 
any  conliderable  Progrefs  without 
them,  and  rightly  underhand  and 
•  improve  what  is  readf;  So  that  a 
!  Perfon  by  a  quarter  of  an  hours 

,  - - * - - - - - 

I  d*Le&io  Libroriiiutumiiltuaria  mentem  hebetat  $ 
Dofiorum  Yirorum  Converfatione  conjunfta,  atqi 
Experimentorum  ufu,  eandem  faecundat  ac  per¬ 
fect.  Raglivi  dc  Pr.ax*  Med*  l*  1 .  c*  7. 

Legendo  non  proficies,  ni£i  ieSa  intelligas; 
intelle&is  vero  ne  affenfum  praebeas,/.niti  prius 
ledulo  examinaveris  verane  fintan  fecus- —  Ratio 
enim  nifi  Studia  dirigat,  Studia  Raticnem  non 
folum  non  proficient,  fed  hebetabunt,  &  a  redo 
operand)  fcopo  avertent,  BagL  ibid . 

Reading 
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Reading  may  find  Imploy  enough  for 
his  Thoughts  a  whole  Day,  (efpecial- 
!y  in  fome  things )  which  he  may 
exercife  without  incommoding  his 
Bufinefs  in  the  Shop  ;  where  he  may 
often  have  the  pleafure  of  experien¬ 
cing  the  Truth  of  what  he  has  met 
with  in  his  Studies ;  and  by  the  Ob- 
fervations  of  fome  Bodies  operating 
upon  one  another,  which  he  often 
meets  with  in  the  Preparation  and 
mixing  of  his  Medicines,  and  the  Ef¬ 
fects  they  have  upon  fuch  and  fuch 
Conftitutions  and  Diftempers,  in  his 
adminiftring  them  to  Patients,  he 
may  deduce  many  profitable  and  in- 
ftru&ing  Conclufions,  of  which  the 
young  Student  at  the  Univerfity  has 
but  little  Advantage. 

Thefe,  I  think,  are  the  principal 
Objedions  that  have  yet  appeared  in 
Print  againft  the  Apothecarys ,  which 
with  fome  perhaps  may  not  have 
needed  any  Anfwer  ;  but  confidering 
lio^y  many  it  has  and  may  prejudice 
againft  the  Trade,  I  hope  it  may  be 
the  more  readily  excufed,  that  ’tis 
n°W  c^ne  by  no  better  hand,  fince 

thofe 
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thofe  that  are  better  qualified  feem  to 
decline  it.'-  ^  ^ 

And  now  I  am  got  thus  far,  as 
much  as  I  can  to  acquit  my  felf  of 
what  I  have  undertaken,  I  would  en¬ 
ter  into  as  rigorous  an  Examination  as 
the  Matter  will  poflibly  allow  of,  by 
enquring  what  are  thofe  Qualificati¬ 
ons,  without  which  no  one  can  be 
tolerably  capable  of  Practi[wg  Phyfick ; 
which  if  I  can  prove  to  be  only  fucfat 
as  an  Apothecary  may  attain  to,  as  well 
as  another,  I  hope  every  body  will  be 
fo  favourable  to  own,  that  I  have 
made  good  what  I  have  undertook  to 
prove,  viz.  That  an  Apothecary  may  be 
qualified  for  a  Rational  Practice  of  Phy - 
ficjt,  or?  may  he  a  good  Phyfician. 


The 
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The  proper  Imploy  of  a  Phyftcian 
almOft  every  one  knows,  *  is  to  find 
oat  and  apply  fuch  Remedies  as  are  ‘moft 
likely  to  repair  and  rejlore  Health ,  when 
toft.  Whence  ’tis  abfolutely  necelja- 
ry,  that  he  be, 

-  X  *  •  '*  %  i  -  *■ 

Firtf,  One  who  underftands  the 
Structure'  and  Conftitution  of 
Human  Bodies  in  a  State  of 
v  Health,  and  confequently  skil- 

.  ful  in  Anatomy  ft. 

?  Y  ^  i  X  >A  .  V  ‘  ,  \  '  V 

i 

™ - - - - - .  '  1  ■  “ 

^  Jsledici  eft  invenire  &  rite  ufiirpari  Rembdia, 
teparante  ac  reftituendaa  Valetudini  amififemixi* 
me  convenientia.  Sylv. 

+  Con  fiat,  fieri  non  pofie,  nt  Meclicus  oppor- 
tunu  fafla  determinet,  nil!  noverit  naturalem  Ho- 
minis  habitudinem,  i.  e.  nil!  integram  Scientiam 
de  Horn  in  e  fuerit  naftus.  Hinc  abfq;  Phyfiologiae, 
&  Anatomes  Sudio,  non  effut  quifquam  fefe  Medi- 
cum  jaftet ;  horum  quippe  Occupatio  tota  inri- 
mando  artificio  quo  DivinusPlaftesHumanaCorpo- 
ra  concinnavit,  in  quot  partes  diftribuerit,qtiaDif- 
pofitione,  quo  ordine,  qua  organica  Struftura  ea~ 
rum  lingulas  donarit,  quibus&  cu jus  crafts’  Humo- 
ribus  irriguas  voluerit,  quibus  A&ionibus  &  Iliibus 
lingulas  deftinarit.  Guliehn*  in  Tralett*  pro  Theor* 
Medica - 
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Secondly,  Skilful  in  the  Inveftiga- 
tion  of  Difeafes,  in  finding  out 
their  Seat  and  Caufes,  when  the 
Body  is  diftemper’d  :  And, 

Thirdly,  Well  acquainted  with  the 
,  Nature  and  Vertues  of  all  thofe 
things  of  which  the  Materia  Me- 
'  'die  a  is  compofed  ;  that  is,  what- 
foever  is  ufed  and  accounted  as 
Medicinah 

To  begin  then  with  the  firft,  ’tis 
manifeft  that  one  who  is  unacquainted 
with  the  Body  in  a  healthful  State, 
mult  like  wife  be  a  Stra  nger  to  it  when 
diftemper’d :  For  he  that  underftands 
not  the  Stru£ture  arid  Situation  of  the 
folid  Parts,  and  the  Nature  and  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Fluids  in  a  Natural 
State,  can  never  be  able  to  find  out 
the  Seat  and  Caufe  of  their  Diftem- 
pers,  or  know  how  to  take  proper 
Methods,  and  apply  fuitable  Reme¬ 
dies,  to  alter  and  repair  them  when 
preternatural  and  un healthful.  When 
a  Phyfician  is’  fent  for,  he  firft  con- 
fiders  his  Patient’s  Age,  Sex  and  Con- 
ftitution,  and  then  by  the  Symptoms 

G  and 
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and  other  Circumftances,  judges  of 
the  Seat  and  Caufe  of  the  Diftemper, 
before  he  can  rationally  profcribe  any 
thing  for  its  Cure.  But  this  he  can 
never  do,  unlefs  he  firffc  knows  how 
the  Body  is  in  a  State  of  Health,  and 
thence  learn  how  fuch  and  fuch  Parts 
or  Humors  are  poffible  to  be  injur’d 
or  diftemper’d  by  fuch  certain  Cati- 
fes  •  and  when  he  knows  this,  then 
his  way  is  plain  before  him,  and  he 
can  profcribe  fuitable  Medicines  for 
reftoring  them  to  their  due  Texture 
and  Crafis. 

Whence  appears  the  Neceffity  of 
his  being  a  good  Anatomift,  but  more 
efpecially  skilful  in  the  Nature  of  the 
Fluids ;  (for  as  to  the  Articulation  of 
the  Bones,  the  particular  Situations, 
Motions  and  Ufes  of  the  Cartila- 
genous  and  Mufcular  Parts,  they 
more  immediately  fall  under  the  Sur¬ 
geons  Confideration)  but  it  particu¬ 
larly  belongs  to  a  Phyfician,  to  know 
the  Site  and  Offices  of  the  Vifcera ,  to 
underftand  the  Nature,  Motions, 
Alterations  and  Ufes  of  the  Juices 
they  are  deftin’d  to  prepare ;  to  be 

acquainted 
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acquainted  with  the  different  Stru¬ 
cture  of  the  Glands,  and  the  manner 
of  their  Secretions,  and  to  knowhow 
and  by  what  Caufes  they  may  be 
diftemper’d :  He  ought  to  underhand 
the  Elafticity  *  or  Springinefs  of  the 
Fibres  and  nervous  Parts,  and  the 
^Equilibrium  necelfary  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed  between  them  and  the  Refiftance 
of  the  circulating  Fluids,  topreferve 
the  Vital  Actions  entire  and  regular. 

He  muff  be  acquainted  how  the 
Food  is  elaborated  in  the  Stomach, 
and  turned  to  Chyle,  the  Alterations 
it  receives  in  its  Paffage  thro’  the  In- 
teftines  by  the  Bile  and  Pancreatick 
Juices,  its  Percolation  thro’  the  La- 
Steals  in  the  Mefentery,  and  its  Afcent 
by  the  Thoracick  DuCt,  and  Mixture 
with  the  Blood ;  and  then  from  that, 
how,  and  in  what  Parts,  thro’  which 
it  circulates,  are  prepared  all  the  dif- 
1  ferent  Juices  that  are  neceffary  to  car¬ 
ry  on  the  Work  of  Nutrition,  and 
;  keep  in  motion  all  the  fecret  Wheels 


*  Vide  Bagiivi,  de  Fibra  Motrice,  &  Bellini,  de 
YillFContra&ili. 

G  2  and 
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and  Springs  of  Nature.  *  The  Lord 
Bacon  tells  us,  “  That  the  Compdfi- 
«  tion  of  a  Man’s  Body  is  fo  delicate 
«  and  fine,  that  like  an  exquifite 
“  liigh-ftrain’d  Mufical  Inftrument, 
«  it’s  eafily  put  out  of  Tune  ;  and 
“  that  it  is  therefore  the  Bufinefs  of 
u  of  a  Phyfician,  fo  to  order  it  as  to 
“  keep  its  Harmony. 

When  a  Phyfician  has  laid  a  good 
Foundation  in  the  Knowledge  of  thefe 
things,  then  he  proceeds  regularly  to 
Pathology,  which  is  the  fecond  Step, 
and  confifirs  in  the  Inveftigation  of 
the  feveral  Caufes  of  Diftempers,  and 
in  a  Knowledge  of  all  thofe  things 
which  may  induce  them,  and  difturb 
the  Animal  Oecono my,  by  diforder- 
ing  flie  Vital  Aftions,  and  perverting 


*  Varia  ilia  &  lubtilis  Corporis  Humani  C0111- 
pofitio  &  Fabrica  effecit,  ut  lit  inftar  Organi  Mu- 
iici,  operofi  &  exquifiti,  quod  Harmonia  facile  ex- 

cedit, - Atq;  in  eo  conftat  plane  Medici  offici- 

um,  utfciat  Humani  Corporis  Lyram,  jta  tendere 
&  pulfare,  utreddatur  confentus  niinime  difeors& 
infuavis.  VeinJm.  di  Augn.  ScUnt,  U  4.  c.  2. 


the 
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the  due  C rails  and  Temperament  of 
the  Humours.  But, 

Innumeris  objects  mails ,  &  mille  cadendi 
Prona  modis  humana  fult  Gens  undiofr 
Tells 

C incfa  necis - 

All  thofe  Bodies  we  are  converfant 
with,  are  fometimes  apt  to  injure  and 
difcompofe  us ;  thofe  very  Elements, 
(if  I  may  fo  call  them)  of  which  we 
are  formed,  often  are  at  War  with 
us,  attack  our  crazy  Compofitions, 
(and  eafily  difunite  and  refolve  them 
iinto  th?ir  firft  Principles ;  *  the  very 
1  Air  which  we  breath,  and  the  Food 
I  with  which  we  refrefh  our  felves, 

•  may  infenfibly  conveigh  into  11s  the 
Arrows  of  Death;  and  all  thofe 
|  things  Phyficians  call  Non-naturals, 

I  '•'»  / 

!  -  ’  - 

I  -« - i - — -- --  ---  •  - 

[  "■  •'  '  ■  :U.- 

I  .  ;  1  ‘  • 

*  Egimus  nempe  Acre,  quem  refpiremus,  8t 
Cibo  quo  reficiamur,  &  Galore  quo  foveamur  9 
cogimur  Laborem  alternare  quiete,  vigilamq;  fom- 
nq 5  fubjicimur  externorum*  quse  nos  circumdant 
injuriis,  animiq;  Paflionum:  tota  deniq;  rerum 
creatarum  univerfitas,  nobis  vel  favit,  velofficif* 
\G11lidm » Fraktt,  fro  Theor.  Med . 

G  1 
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as  Exercife,  Sleep,  Paflions  of  the 
Mind,  and  the  like,  may  eafily  by  a 
little  Intemperance  in  the  Ufe  of 
them,  fo  alter  the  Humors  of  our  Bo¬ 
dies,  as  to  implant  in  them  the  Seeds 
of  many  fatal  Difeafes.  But  nothing 
injures  us  more  than  the  Alterations 
and  Intemperance  ot  the  Air,  and 
any  Irregularities  or  noxious  Qualities 
in  our  Diet ;  the  great  Variety  of 
which  does  certainly  very  much  wea¬ 
ken  and  prejudice  our  Conftitutions. 
The  famous  Author  before-men¬ 
tioned,  the  Lord  Bacon ,  tells  us,  there 
are  no  Bodies  in  Nature  more  com¬ 
pounded  than  is  that  of  Man. 
u  *  Herbs  and  Plants  are  nourifhed 
a  with  Water  and  Earth,  other  Ani- 
a  mals  of  thefe  with  their  Fruits; 


*  Non  inveniatur  inter  Corpora  Naturalia, 
aliquod  tam  multipliciter  compofitum,  quam  Hu- 
tnanm.  Vidimus  Plautas  ex  Terra  &  Aqua  nu- 
triri,  Animalia  ex  Hejrbis  &  Fruftibus  :  Hominem 

vero  ex  earnibus  ipforum  Animalium - ex 

Herbis,  Granisj  Fruftibus  &  Liquoribus  vairiis, 
non  fine  multiplici  commixtione  &  preparatione 
borum  Corporum,  priufquam  Homini  fint  in  Ci- 
taia.  Vernkm,  de  Augm-  Scion-  /.  4.  c.  2. 

a  but- 
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“  but  Man  with  a  Mixture  of  them 
“  all.  Whence  every  one  that  pre¬ 
tends  to  be  a  Phyfician,  muft  needs 
underftand  the  Nature  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Air,  and  the  manner  of 
its  affe&ifig  our  Bodies,  either  as  be¬ 
neficial  or  injurious ;  the  Yertues  and 
Qualities  of  thofe  things  which  are 
made  ule  of  for  Food ;  and  know 
what  Effects,  Exertife,  Sleep,  the 
Paffions  of  the  Mind,  &c.  have  upon 
our  Humors,  either  temperately  us’d, 
or  otherwife.  For  whoever  is  a  Stran¬ 
ger  to  thefe  things,  can  never  tho¬ 
roughly  underftand  the  Nature  and 
Caufes  of  Difeafes,  and  tell  how  fuch 
Alterations  or  Qualities  in  the  Air, 
or  Irregularities  in  Diet,  &c.  can 
diftemper  the  Body,  and  produce 
them  ;  *  and  much  more  profcribe 
any  thing  rationally  for  their  Cure. 


*  Quocirca  nifi  horum  omnium  EfFeftus  in  hu~ 
mana  Corpora,  qua  propitii,  qua  noxii,  apte  in« 
ternofcantur  a  Medico  j  qua,  quaefo,  ratione,  aut 
optimum  vitas  Regimen  prefcribere  $  aut  fi  quas 
contingunt,  in  pravo  ufu,  Laefiones,  potent  deter- 
minaxe  ?  Gulief*  pro  Tkor* 

G  4  Which 
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Which  like  wife  brings  us  to  the  third 
and  laft  Propblition,  viz,, 

"  -  ■  '  ■  ’  h'rr  vi -^%rn  ij 

That  aPhyffcian  mu  ft  be  acquaint-;' 
ed  with  the  Nature  and  Virtues  of  all 
thofe  things  of  which  the  Materia 
Medico,  is  compofed  ;  that  is,  what¬ 
soever  is  accounted  Medicinal  : 
Which,  from  what  has  been  already 
faid,  I  think,  wants  no  Proof,  but 
muff  be  owned  undeniable ;  for  he 
that  knows  not  theQualities  and  Ver- 
tues  of  Medicines,  how  can  he  tell 
what  will  be  their  Operations  and 
Bffeds,-  when  given  to  a  Patient? 
Neither  is  it  a  fuperficial  Knowledge 
only  that  is  fufficient,  as  the  knowing 
that  this  thing  purges,  that  fweats, 
another  goes  off  by  Urine,  and  the 
like.;  but  a  thorough  Underffanding 
in  the  Principles  and  Affections  of  Bo¬ 
dies,  as  fimple,  and  what  Changes 
and  Alterations  they  effect  upon  one 
another  in  a  Mixture,  and  what  de^ 
terminate  Qualities  will  refult  from 
them  in  a  CompofitiOn,  and  then 
how  different  Conlfitutions  and  other 

Circum- 
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Cirdumftances  may  differently  deter¬ 
mine  theirOperations  andEffe&s  upon 
the  Body.  And  this  makes  it  neceifa- 
fy,  not  only  to  Underfland  Pharmacy, 
as  it  relates  to  G denied  Medicines  ; 
but  1  ike wife  Chymical,  which  indeed 
are  the  Safes  of  the  other :  And  when 
he  is  once  come  to  the  Knowledge  of 
thefe  things,  then  he  may  arm  him- 
feif  with- fuch.  Variety  of  Medicines, 
as  to  be  able  to  encounter  a  Diftem- 
per  in  whatfoever  Form  it 'appears, 
and  make  his  Boaft  with  the  Poet, 


i 


Et  qu&npam  variant  'MqrbL  variabimus 
Aries :  .  d 

Mite  Mali  Species ,  mille  Salutis  erunt. 


■  '  '  JL  l-J 


Thus  we  fee  what  a  laborious  Pro¬ 
vince  every  one  who  would  be  a  good 
Phyiician  engages  himfelf  in.  He 
mu  ft  travel  thro’  the  whole  Field  of 
Nature,  to  take  acquaintance  with 
her  chief  ProduHions,  and  trace  her 
Footfteps  and  manner  of  Operation 
throughout  her  whole  Order  of  Be¬ 
ings.  He  muft  in  fhort  be  a  good 
Phiiofopher:  Vbi  Philofophus  deputy 

incipit 
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incipit  Medicus.  And  to  talk  of  a 
Phyfician  without  Philofophy,  is  real¬ 
ly  as  abfurd  as  of  a  Super-ftru£ture 
without  a  Foundation  They  have 
fuch  a  natural  Connexion  and  mutual 
Dependance  upon  one  another,  that 
they  are  altogether  infeparable.  Nay 
we  are  told,  ■{-  “  That  the  whole  Bu- 
u  finefs  of  a  Phyfician  is  a  continued 
a  Courfe  of  Philofophizing :  And 
Phyfick  without  it  degenerates  into 
bafe  Empiricifm. 

For  two  Reafons  I  have  the  more 
enlarged  upon  thefe  Particulars,  one 
becaufe  I  would  avoid  deferving  to  be 
thought  partial,  by  omitting  any 
thing  that  is  elfential  to  a  Phyfician, 
which  1  think  I  have  not :  The  other, 
that  hereby  X  might  have  an  Opportu- 
ty  of  convincing  thofe  (if  they  are 


*  Artem  Medicam  deniq;  videmus,  ft  a  natural 
Fhilolophiadeftituatur,  Empiricorum  praxi  haud 
multurn  prajftare - Medicina  in  Philofophia 

non  fundata  res  infirma  eft.  Vemlam.  de  Am.  Sci- 
<tnt.  1. 4.  c.  2.  t>  ■ 

+  Conftantiflime  tamen  afferendum,  Medenti- 
a in  opus  nil  aliud  effe,  quam  perpetuum,  fed  vere 
ac  lolide  philofophari.  Galich  emu  Empir.  Seth 

not 
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not  wilfully  blind)  of  their  Folly, 
nay,  I  think  I  may  fay  Madnefs,  who 
who  will  intruft  with  their  Lives  al- 
moft  any  illiterate  ignorant  Perfon, 
that  has  nothing  but  the  Impudence 
to  pretend ;  before  one  who  has  all 
the  Reafon  to  be  thought  skilful  and 
learned  in  the  Profemon  :  *  Nay 
Lome  are  fo  fupine  to  hazard  their 
Mony  and  Lives  with  almoft  any  Old 
Woman,  that  can  tell  them  but  fome 
ft  range  Story :  How  many  receive 
their  Paffports  into  another  World 
after  this  manner  ?  Certainly  would 
they  but  confider  thofe  Qualifications 
which  we  have  here  found  necelfary 
for  a  Phyfician,  they  muft  ftrangely 
impofe  upon  themfelves,  to  think 
that  a  Mechanick,  or  one  not  fo  well 
taught,  can  be  capable  of  them  :  But 
Vopulus  vult  decipiy  &  decipiantur. 


*  Quin  ea  eft  Hominum  Credulitas,  ut  f-epe- 

numero  Agyrtam,  dofto  Medico  praponant. - - 

Sit  itaq;  ut  Impoftor  Palmam,  Virtus  Cenfurarn 
refer  at.  Bacon. 


T© 
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To  return  then  to  the  Bufinefs. 
The  next  thing  I  have  to  do,  is  to 
prove  how  an  Apothecary  may  arrive 
to  the  Knowledge  of  all  thofe  things, 
which  are  found  necelfary  to  a  Phy- 
fician.  In  the  firft  place  then,  to  be¬ 
gin  with  Anatomy,  fo  far  as  is  need¬ 
ful,  may  be  attained  without  much 
difficulty.  For  as  I  before  mention¬ 
ed,  there  are  fome  things  which  do 
not  fo  particularly  belong  to  a  Phy- 
cian,  to  enqure  into  as  a  Surgeon 
(for  here  I  would  not  be  under- 
ftood  to  plead  for  an  Apothecary’s 
pretending  to  Surgery  ;  for  that  I 
look  upon  to  be  very  foreign,  efpe- 
cially  as  to  the  Pra&ical  Part  of  it, 
from  the  other  Branches  of  Phyfick  ; 
tho’  fome  I  know,  by  their  pretend¬ 
ing  to  that  too,  plainly  fhew  how 
little  in  reality  they  underhand  of 
their  proper  Bufinefs)  but  it  chiefly 
concerns  a  Phyfician  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Natures  of  the  feveral  Flu¬ 
ids,  and  the  particular  Texture  and 
Cohefionof  their  Particles ;  the  Force 
£nd  Springinefs  of  the  Fibres,  which 
principally  c-onilitute  thofe  Conduits 

thro’’ 
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thro’  which  they  circulate,  and  the 
iiie.  But  this  is  not  to  be  learnt  fo 
much  by  being  often  prefent  at  DilTe- 
dions,  and  frequently  infpetting  the 
Parts  themfelves  (tho’  thefe  too  are 
neceffary)  as  by  a  few  careful  and 
well  manag’d  Experiments,  and  a 
diligent  weighing  and  confidering  in 
our  Minds  the  various  Symptoms  of 
thofe  Difeafes,  which  upon  Dilfefti- 
on  are  found  to  proceed  from  theDyf- 
crafy  of  fome  certain  Fluid,  or  Dif- 
temper  of  fome  of  the  folid  Parts. 

Thus  for  inftance,  in  a  Dropfy, 

I  the  infpeQring  and  examining  the  fe- 
veral  Parts  of  a  Body  dead  of  it,  may- 
give  us  as  much  Light  into  the  Nature 
and  Caufes  of  this  Diftemper,  as  of 
moft  ;  but  that  alone  is  not  fufficient 
by  a  great  deal  to  unravel  its  more 
aoftrufe  Caufes,  and  conveigh  to  any 
one  fuch  an  Idea  of  the  Difeafe,  as  to 
enable  him  thence  to  deduce  a  right 
!  Method  of  Cure.  By  this  indeed  he 
|  may  fee  what  Parts  are  preternatural, 
i  and  what  not,  and  may  inform  him- 
!  felf  where  the  Difeafe  is  principally 
1  feated.  But  it  muft  be  by  a  diligent 
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and  an  affiduous  Application  of  our 
Thoughts  to  theConfideration  of  the 
Symptoms  and  Circumstances  of  the 
Difeafed,  when  living,  by  which  we 
mult  trace  out  the  fir  It  Caufes  of  the 
Diltemper,  and  thence  deduce  a  rati- 
tional  Method  of  Cure  *  :  For  it  may 
often  happen,  that  the  fame  Distem¬ 
per,  in  Perfons  of  different  Constitu¬ 
tions  and  manner  of  living,  may  pro-, 
ceed  from  different  Caufes  ;  fo  that 
there  is  undoubtedly  required  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Management  for  their  Re¬ 
medy'!'.  Thus  the  Temper  of  the 
Air,  Diet,  and  Manner  of  Living, 
muft  be  enquired  into,  in  order  to 
find  out  whence  that  Atony  or  Fla- 
cidity  in  the  folid  Parts,  and  fuch  a 
Dyfcracy  in  the  Humors,  with  which 
we  find  this  Diftemper  is  accompa- 


*  Idq;  fidenfer  affero,  quod  fi  non  inveftigandis 
Marborsm  Caufis,  fedulo  non  perpendamus,  re- 
fpicSmufq;  ad  Caufam  procatarfticam,  de  Cura- 
tione  eorundum  nunquam  bene  feparandum.  Ba- 
glivi  de  Vr&xi  Medy  L  2.  c .  9. 

+  Advercendum -eft  graviter  errare  Medicos, 
qui  putant  nonnullos  Morbos  ab  iifdem  Gaufis  fem- 
per  produftos,  &  eandem  Methodtitn  medendi 
femper  expoicentes.  Bagliv .  ibid . 

ny’d? 
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'  ny’d,  does  proceed  ;  whether  it  be 
from  an  unhealthful  Air  or  Diet,  or 
any  Intemperance  in  Eating,  Drink¬ 
ing,  Exercife,  or  any  other  Caufe 
likely  to  produce  fuch  an  Effett  ;  the 
Confideration  of  which,  compar’d 
with  the  Conftitution  of  the  Patient, 
will  carry  one  much  further*  towards 
a  regular  Method  of  Cure,  than  all 
the  Affiftance  that  can  be  had  from 
frequent  Dilfedions,  tho’that  ishelp- 
1  ful,  as  it  may  difcover  the  Parts  prin¬ 
cipally  affected  but  little  further* 
j  The  Truth  of  this  Baglivt  largely  dif- 
i  courfes  of  in  feveral  Chapters  of  his 
j  Book  de  Praxi  Medica ,  where  the  Rea¬ 
der  that  would  be  further  fatisfied, 
j  may  turn  at  leifure. 

How  far  Reading  may  be  made  ufe 
j  of  for  the  uncferftanding  Anatomy, 
the  Advantages  on  both  Tides  are  the 
fame.  There  are  Plenty  of  Books 
i  writ  upon  that  Subject,  by  very  Emi¬ 
nent  and  Learned  Perfons,  which  are 
in  common  to  all  that  will  be  at  the 
j  Charge  of  buying,  and  the  Pains  of 
!  ftudying  them,  and  from  whence  un- 
i  doubtedly  a  great  deal  of  Knowledge 
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may  be  gained.  There’s  hardly  any 
Part  of  the  Body,  either  Solid  or  Flu¬ 
id,  that  fome  skilful  Anatomift  or 
other  has  not  made  particular  Sear¬ 
ches  into,  and  oblig’d  the  World  with 
what  Qbfervations  and  Difcoveries 
they  have  made  in  them.  For  in- 
fiance,  Willis ,  Steno  and  Ridley  of  the 
Brain;  the  Immortal  Hdrvy firft,  and 
fince  him  Lower ,  of  the  Heart  and 
Blood’s  Circulation  ;  Gliffon  of  the 
Stomach  and  Guts,  and  of  the  Liver : 
De  Graaf  and  Brunnrus  of  the  Pan¬ 
creas  ;  Bellini  of  the  Ufe  and  Stru¬ 
cture  of  the  Reins,  Malyigi  of  the 
Spleen,  and  all  the  Fife  era, ;  Wharton 
of  the  Glands  ;  Nuck  of  the  Lym- 
phad u&s,  and  feveral  other  Perfons, 
who  have  very  much  enrich’d  the 
Commonwealth  of  Phyfick,  by  their 
happy  Difcoveries  in  fome  Part  Or  o- 
ther,  befides  feveral  Syftems  of  Ana- 
my  by  Bartholine ,  Dismebroeck ,  Blan- 
card,  and  others  ;  but  efpecially  one 
by  our  Countryman  Dr.  Gibfon ,  in 
Englijh  ;  which,  tho’  an  Epitomy,  yet 
’tis  fuch  a  Collection  out  of  the  heft 
Modern  Anatomifts,  and  gives  fuch 

fuccinft 
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the  Parts  and  their  Actions  and  Ufes, 
that  ’tis  alone  almoft  fufficient  fqr 
this  End  ;  not  to  mention  that  Inge¬ 
nious  Compendium  of  Dr.  Kj'tfr s. 

But  as  the  Doctrine  of  Secretions, 
Offices  of  the  Fifcera ,  and  Nature  of 
the  Fluids,  are  by  a  Phyfieian  parti-, 
cularly  to  be  enquired  into  ;  there’s 
one  Author  that  I  before  named, 
whofe  way  of  Reafontng  about  thefe 
things  is  fo  clear  and  demonftrativey 
that  there’s  no  need  of  going  any  fur¬ 
ther  than  thofe  Books  of  his,  were 
they  read  with  Diligence  and  Appli¬ 
cation,  to  be  thoroughly  inftruded  in 
the  Theory  of  Difeafes,  and  Medi¬ 
cine  too. 

Thofe  who  have  Mathematical 
Learning  enough  (which  a  diligent 
Apothecary  may  have)  may  turn  to 
his  Opvfcula  infcribed  to  D  r.  Fife  air  me , 
and  Bagiivi  de  Fibra  Motrice  ;  where 
feveral  things  may  be  learnt  very  ufe- 
ful  to  underhand  the  Animal  Oeco- 
nomy,  and  ( Motion  of  the  Fluids ; 
and  neceffary  both  in  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Phyfick  ;  as  the  due  Pro- 


H  portion 
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portion  that’s  neceffary  to  be  main¬ 
tained  between  the  contractile  Force 
oil  the  Fibres,  and  the  Refinance  of 
the  circulating  Fluids  in  a  State  of 
Health  :  How  the  Equilibrium  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  contrary  Powers  be¬ 
ing  loft,  do  proceed  various  Diftem- 
pers ;  ( with  feveral  Indications  to 
know  wfoich  is  in  the  fault)  and  by 
what  means  That  may  again  be  refto- 
red,  in  order  to  their  Cure  :  And  fe- 
veral  other  things,  which  are  all  han¬ 
dled  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  fall 
fhort  of  Demonftration.  Dr.  Pit- 
cairne ,  in  his  DilTertations,  has  fo 
nobly  embelifh’d  the  Theory  of  Phy- 
fick,  as  many  very  ufeful  things  may 
be  learnt  from  them,  relating  to  the 
Blood’s  Circulation,  Digeftion  in  the 
Stomach,  and  Secretion.  There  is 
hkewife  a  very  late  Author,  Dr  .Mead, 
who  has  been  fo  happy  in  the  fame 
way  of  Reafoning,  in  his  EJfajs  upon 
Pqjfonsy  that  an  attentive  Reader  mav 
borrow  feveral  Hints  from  him,  very 
Serviceable  to  inftruPt  him  in  the  Na- 
tuie  of  the  Animal  Fluids  5  how  from 
the  various  Texture  and  Cohelion  of 

their 
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their  Globules,  may  arife  Very  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  Fluidity  and  Im- 
pufe  ;  and  how  from  the  Introduction 
of  a  very  fin  a  1 1  Portion  of  Matter, 
that  is  foreign  and  difagreeabje  to 
their  Conftitutions,  may  proceed  very 
ft  range  and  remarkable  Alterations. 

Thus  we  fee  how  an  Apothecary 
may  arrive  to  the  firft  ftep  towards 
being  a.Phyfiician,  viz.  a  Knowledge 
of  the  Body  in  a  State  of  Health.  In 
the  next  place  then  let  us  fee  how  he 
may  proceed  to  the  Knowledge  of 
thofe  things  which  may  injure  and 
di ftemper  it,  and  by  what  means 
they  do  it. 

The  Air,  as  that  which  is  molt 


principally  concerned,,  claims  our  fi  rft 
Confi deration.  This,  that  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  Life,  almoft  every  one 
knows;  but  how  it  is  fo,  perhaps 
not  many:  It  has  fo  great  an  Influ¬ 
ence  upon  feveral  of  the  Vital  Acti¬ 
ons,  that  there's  not  a  Poflibility  of 
living  without  it:  We  find  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  it  but  a  very  little  time, 
puts  a  flop  to  all  the  Wheels  of  the 
Animal  Machine.  A  Phyfician  there- 

H  2  fore 
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fore  is  undeniably  oblig’d  to  under¬ 
hand  how  it  is  that  this  Element  is  fo 
ferviceable,  and  concurs  to  help  for¬ 
ward  and  keep  in  Motion  all  the 
Springs  of  Nature,  before  he  can 
know  in  what  manner  fuch  certain 
Qualities,  Changes  and  Alterations 
in  it  does  ajfed  the  Animal  Oecono- 
my,  and  diftemper  it. 

The  Air  is  fuch  a  principal  Ingre¬ 
dient  in  the  World’s  Compofition, 
that  there’s  few  or  none  of  the  Pheno¬ 
mena  of  Nature  to  be  folved  without 
having  recourfe  to  it,  that  it  has  obli¬ 
ged  all  Philofophers  particularly  to 
enquire  into  the  Nature  andConftitu- 
tjon.ol  it.  Hence  in  molt  of  their  Writ¬ 
ings  we  have  large  Accounts  of  their 
Thoughts  concerning  it  •  but  fince 
the  latter  Improvements,  of  Phyfick, 
this  Pair  of  Philofophy  has  been  more 
especially  cultivated,  that  we  find  in 
molt  Modem  Phyfical  Authors,  fre¬ 
quent  Dilcounes  concerning  its  Ef~ 
fefts  upon  Human  Bodys,  both  in  a 
State  oi  Health,  and  diftemper’d  * 
that  t is  almoft  impoffible  heedfullv 
to  ftudy  their  Writings,  without 

learn- 
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learning  fo  much  as  is  neceflary  of  the 
Nature  of  it.' 

Some  have  undertook  to  fhew,  in 
i  what  manner  it  is  ufeful  in  one  refpeCf, 
andfome,  in  another;  and  how  fuch 
certain  Qualities  and  Alterations  in  it 
do  produce  fuch  certain  Difeafes. 
Some  teach  us  how  the  Air  is  ufeful 
and  neceflary  to  promote  the  Blood’s 
Circulation,  and  how]  its  Colour  and 
Texture  is  altered  by  it* ;  afligning 
fome  Parts  of  it  more  particularly 
neceflary  to  Life,  and  calling  it  there¬ 
fore  the  Pabulum  Vit#,  or  Food  of 
Life  f :  Others  in  accounting  for  fe- 
veral  Difeafes,  and  their  various 
Symptoms,  Degrees  and  Periods, 
have  largely  treated  of  its  different 
Qualities  and  Affections,  and  what 
Changes  it  undergoes  throughout  all 


*  Needham?  de  Forma  to  Fsetu,  ca,p*  7® 

Lower ,  deCorde,  cap*  3, 

WiUtiy  de  Accenfione  Sanguinis. 

Ent}  Apologia  pro  Circulatione  Sanguinis^ 
contra  Parifanum . 

f  Mayow?  Tra&atus  quinq;  Medico-Phyfici  9 
especially  the  two  fir ft?  de  Spiritu  Nitro-aereos 
and  de  Refpiratione. 
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the  Seafons  of  the  Year;  and  how 
feme  Diftempers  are  influenc’d  by 
thofe  Changes  C  But  more  efpe- 
(dally  thofe  who  have  wrote  of  con¬ 
tagious  Difeafes,  or  fuch  as  are  pecu¬ 
liar  to  fome  particular  Clime  or  Sea- 


fon 

Thofe  who  have  wrote  the  Natu¬ 


ral  Hiftory  of  fome  Countries,  gene¬ 
rally  have  fpent  a  great  deal  of  their 
Labour  in  examining  the  Conltituti- 
on  of  the  Air  peculiar  to  thofe  Climes, 
and.to  give  an  account  of  thofe  Difea- 


fes,  which  there  they  have  obferved 
to  be  endemious,  generally  aligning 
their  Caufes  to  the  Conhitution  of 
that  Air. 

But  this  brings  the  Enquiry  hill 
fomething  further ;  for  as  aim  oil  eve¬ 
ry  Climes  has  its  peculiar  Difeafes  as 


*  Willis-,  de  Febrlbusj  de  Scorbuto.  ' 

Cole,  de  Febribus  intermittentibus,  ar,i  hk 
medico-Piyficd  Effxy  oh  Apoplexies. 

Morton,  Pyretologia,  feu  Exercitationes  de 
Febnbus,  deVarialis,  de  ^forbillis. 
Sydenham ,  de  Febribus. 
f  -Diembroeck,  de  Pefte. 

Charleton 7  he  Scorbuto. 
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England.,  Confumptions  ;  and  in  it, 
Ejj'ex  and  Kjnt,  Agues  ;  France ,  the 
Choliek ;  feveral  of  the  American 
I  (lands,  Fluxes ;  and  the  Northern 
Countries  the  Scurvy  ;  all  proceeding 
in  a  great  meafure  from  the  different 
Temperaments  of  Air:  But  becaufe 
that  likewife  depends  very  much  upon 
the  Variety  of  Minerals,  and  other 
Bodies,  with  which  the  Earth  is  plen¬ 
tifully  furnifhed,  emitting  and  fa  tit¬ 
rating  the  Atmofphere  with  very  dif¬ 
ferent  Effluvia,  fome  affedting  and 
diftempering  the  Body  one  way,  and 
fome  another :  That  here’s  further 
required  to  be  known  the  Nature  of 
thole  fubterraneous  Bodies,  from 
whence  thefe  various  Steams  exhale. 
But  this  likewife  (  not  to  mention 
thofe  Helps  which  fome  Chymical 
Experiments  and  Preparations,  upon 
thefe  Bodies,  afford  us  )  may  ealily 
be  attained  to  by  ftudying  feveral 
Pieces  of  Natural  Hiftory,  which 
are  not  difficult  to  be  met  with  ;  but 
efpecially  thofe  of  Oxford  and  Staf¬ 
ford/hire  by  the  elaborate  Dr.  Plot. 

'  H  4 


But 
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But  the  Honourable  Mr.  Boyle  has 
performed  fo  much  on  this  account, 
that  there’s  little  need  of  going  any 
further  than  his  Writings,  to  be 
thoroughly  with  thefe  things  ^  and  all 
that  can  be  contained  under  this 
Head  concerning  the  Caufes  of  Dif- 
tempers.  He  by  his  indefatigable 
Experiments  and  Obfervations  has 
brought  this  Part  of  Philofophy  al- 
moft  to  a  Perfection  :  He  has  demon - 
ftrated  the  Gravitation  of  the  Atmo- 
fphere,  and  the  Effects  it  has  upon 
^Bodies,  folving  thereby  fe.veral  Phe¬ 
nomena ,  which  were  before  inexpli¬ 
cable  :  He  has  difcourfed  at  large  of 
the  Nature  and  Elalticity  of  the  Air, 
its  true  Force,  and  feveral  other  Qua¬ 
lities,  as  Heat,  Cold,  Moifture,  Dry- 
nefs,  and  the  like,  all  along  applying 
them  to  the  Improvements  of  Phy- 
ficb,  both  as  to  its  Theory  arid  Pra¬ 
ctice,  and  teaching  us  how  they  may 
affeCt  Human  Bodies,  and  produce 
feveral  Diftempers  in  them.  W ith  all 
which  any  one  may  eafily  make  him- 
felf  acquainted  by  reading  his  Works ; 
but  particularly  his  Hiltory  of  the 
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Air,  and  that  Chapter  of  its  Salubri¬ 
ty  and  Infalubrity. 

Befides,  fince  h is  Time,  we  have 
feveral  Papers,  by  others,  fcatter’d 
up  and  down  in  the  Philofofhicd 
Tranfafhons ,  relating  to  its  Ufeful- 
nefs,  or  Prejudice  fome  way  or  other 
to  Human  Bodies.  By  all  which 
Helps,  any  one  who  is  induftrious 
and  ftudious,  may  eafily  attain  to  the 
fecond  Requifite,  viz.  the  Inveftiga - 
tion  of  the  feveral  Caujes  of  Dijeafes. 

What  relates  to  thole  other  Parti¬ 
culars  which  may  occafion  Difeafes, 
as  unwholfome  Diets,  Intemperance 
in  Eating  or  Drinking,  Exercife, 
Paffions  of  the  Mind,  &c.  there’s 
little  need  of  infilling  any  lon¬ 
ger  upon  them;  for  from  what  has 
been  already  Paid,  ’tis,  I  think,  ina- 
nifeit,  that  every  one  who  under- 
fiands  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  and 
knows  how  all  thofe  are  ferviceable 
to  the  Body  in  a  State  of  Health, 
mult  likewise  know  how  by  any  viti- 
ous  (Dualities,  or  Intemperance  in  the 
ufe  of  them,  they  may  alter  and  di¬ 
stemper  it. 

In 
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In  the  laft  place  then,  as  tq  the 
Materia  Medico, j  and  the  Virtues  ofthofe 
things  which  are  ufed  and  accounted,  as 
Medicinal.  Here  the  Apothecary 
muff  certainly  be  owned  to  have  all 
the  Opportunities  and  Advantages  of 
improving  himfelf,  that  can  poffibly 
■  be  had.  His  proper  Trade  obliges 
him  to  be  daily  converfant  with  thofe 
things,  and  almoft  always  impioy’d 
about  them  ;  and  the  bare  Prepara¬ 
tion  and  Compofition  of  a  Medicine 
(of  fome  efpecially)  may  to  a  heed¬ 
ful  Compounder  difcover  feveral  of 
the  Qualities  and  Affections  of  the 
Ingredients,  and  what  Virtues  the 
whole  Compound  may  in  a  great 
meafure  be  endued  with.  However 
he  has  the  Privilege  of  reading  and 
ftudying  feveral  Learned  Pieces,  that 
treat  ol  Botamy,  and  other  Parts  of 
the  Materia  Medico, ,  and  thereby  ful¬ 
ly  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  Nature 
and  Virtues  of  Plants,  and  whatever 
elfe  is  ufed  as  Medicinal,  as  Ray's  Hi- 
ftoria  Riant  arum,  with  other  Pieces  of 
his,  Dale's  Manududio  \  ad  Materiam 
Medic  am ,  and  feveral  others  which 

Vis 


Tent  amen  JyiedicinalL  107 

■tis  needle  is  to  name,  and -of  which 
many  of  the  Authors  have  .been  Apo- 
thecarys,  notwithiianding they  were 
once  Grocers,  The  frequent  Ufe  of 
them  In  his  Trade  fupplies  him  with 
many  Opportunities  of  acquainting 
himieif  with  the  different  Phafes  of 
Plants,  and  their  feveral  Parts,  as 
Roots,  Leaves,  Flowers  and  Seeds; 
befides,  as  was  before  mentioned, 

'  his  frequent  vifiting  the  Phyiick  Mar¬ 
kets  and  Gardens,  where  his  Bufmefs 
fometimes  calls  him,  and  the  Fields, 
where  thole  of  the  Trade  have  cer-' 
tain  Days  appropriated  for  that  End. 

And  thus  far  he  goes  on  equally 
(at  leaf!;)  with  the  Phyhcian  him- 
felf  ;  but  an  Apothecary  may  ftili 
ad  vance  further,  by  vifiting  the  Ela- 
boratories,  where  he  may  fee  the 
Principles  of  Bodies  laid  open  by  the 
Fire,  and  their  Affections  and  Opera¬ 
tions  upon  one  another,  in  their  feve¬ 
ral  Preparations,  and  thereby  deduce 
not  only  a  rational  Method  of  com¬ 
pounding  them,  but  like  wife  difeover 
a  great  deal  of  their  Virtues,  in  order 
to  apply  them  for  the  Cure  of  feveral 

Diftempers, 
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Diftempers,  which  I  believe  a  Phy- 
lician  is  very -rarely  at  the  trouble  of, 
nor  underltands  any  further  than 
what  his  Books  have  taught  him. 
But  there’s  no  need  of  enlarging  upon 
this  Part,  there  has  been  fo  much 
fpoke  of  it  already  in  the  foregeing 
Pages. 

Thus  we  fee  the  Opportunities  an 
Apothecary  has  of  attaining  to  every 
-  thing  that  is  neceifary  to  qualify  any  " 
one  for  a  good  Phyfician,  and  in  fe ve¬ 
la  1  things  how  much  he  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  College  Education.  By 
Dilfeftion,  Reading,  and  Obferva- 
tion  (all  which  he  has  the  Privilege 
of,  but  particularly  the  latter)  he 
learns  fo  much  of  Anatomy  as  is  ne- 
ceffary,  and  comes  to  underhand  the 
Animal  Oeconomy,  and  all  the  Vital 
Aftions,  and  how,  and  by  what 
means  they  may  be  diftemper’d  ;  and 
then  how  to  take  fuitable  Methods, 
and  adapt  proper  Remedies  for  their 
Cure. 

But  where  now,  I  would  fain 
know?  Is  the  Apothecary  excluded 
from  being  thoroughly  qualify’d  in 

any 
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any  of  thofe  things  that  are  necelfary 
for  a  good  Phyfician  ?  I  think  his  fair¬ 
ly  proved,  that  he  may  attain  to 
them  all,  and  in  many  .  things  how 
great  Privileges  he  has  beyond  a  Phy¬ 
fician,  fuppofing  both  of  them  come 
to  Practice  themfelves  :  But  fhould 
we  confider  the  Phyfician  only  as  a 
Student  at  the  Univerfity,  and  the 
Apothecary  as  an  Apprentice,  then 
the  latter  m u if  be  owned  on  all  hands 
to  have  If  ill  greater  Advantages.  As 
to  Anatomy,  the  Student  may  per¬ 
haps  fometimes  have  the  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  feeing  a  Diffeftion,  arid  hearing 
Anatomical  Led u res ;  but  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  oftner,  and  now  and  then 
fuch  Bodies,  as  he  has  known  fome 
time  to  have  labour’d  under  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Dihemper,  accompany’d  with 
fome  uncommon  Symptoms,  by  which 
he  may  learn  fomething  of  the  Seat, 
Caufe  and  Nature  of  the  Diftemper, 
that  may  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  pre- 
fcribing  fuitable  Remedies  in  the  like 
Cafe  another  time  :  For  there  maybe 
more  learnt  from  the  Diffe&ion  of 
one  morbid  Body  than  ten  found  ones, 

"  ■  ? '  (as 
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(as  thole  of  Malefactors  generally  are, 
that  are  differed  at  the  Colleges) 
efpecially  by  thofe  who  have  been  ac¬ 
quainted  before  with  its  Difeafes ;  fo 
that  that  part  of  Anatomy  which  is 
the  molt  ferviceable  to  a  Phyfician, 
an  Apothecary  has  by  far  the  greater 
Opportunities  of  learning. 

'  But  as  to  the  practical;  which  is  the 
in oit  neceifary  and  inftruciing  part  of 
Phy  lick, the  Apothecary  hasalmoft  the 
only  Advantages  of,  whiift  the  young 
Student  is  excluded  ;  for  hehasfcarce 
any  thing  elfe  but  his  Books,  and  ai- 
moft  all  lie  learns  is  from  an  Ipfe  dixit i 
what  others  tell  him  they  have  feen 
and  obfcrved  ;  whiilt  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry,  not  debat’d  from  the  fame  Privi¬ 
lege  in  his  Bunnefs,1  has  frequent  Op¬ 
portunities  oi  regulating  and  con¬ 
firming  thole  Notions  he  receives  in 
Reading  by  Autop/y  and  Experience  : 
lie  has  Nature’s  own  Volumes  to  turn 
over,  and  learns  from  her,  as  well  as 
from  her  Commentators :  He  may 
lorn  the  I  heory  and  Practice  toge¬ 
ther,  by  comparing  his  Books  with 
Ins  Patients  j  but  the  Student,  can’t 

:  ;  do 
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do  fo,  nothavingany  Patients  to  com¬ 
pare  with  his  Books.  After  a  Stu¬ 
dent  has  commenc’d  Doctor  at  the 
Uiiiverfity,  he  has  ftill  an  Appren- 
ticefhip  to  ferve  by  the  Patient’s  .Bed- 
fid  e,  to  fee  whether  he  has  made  no 
no  falfe  Conclufions,  and  taken  up 
wrong  Notions  of  things  in  his  Read¬ 
ing;  but  the  Apothecary,,  by  ferving 
eight  Years  to  it  already,  and  all  that 
time  feen  the  Operations  and  Effects 
of  Medicines  given  by  another  Hand, 
has  learnt  how  to  ufe  and  apply 
them  by  that  time  he  comes  to  pra- 
cfcife  himfelf ;  but  the  young  DoHor, 
for  want  of  thefe  Opportunities,  is 
ftill  to  learn,  that  the  beginning  ol 
his  Practice  is  little  better  than  try¬ 
ing  Experiments  with  his  Patients, 
and  fome times  perhaps  to  the  Coft  of 
their  Lives :  Then  pray  which  of 
thefe  two  are  the  fitted:  for  Phyfi- 
cians  ? 

Now  whether  or  no  all  this  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  good  what  I  under¬ 
took  to  prove,  viz.  That  an  Apothecary 
might  he  qualified  for  a  Rational  Pra~ 
cHce  of  Phjfick,  I  willingly  fubmit  to 

•  an 
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an  impartial  Judgment.  I  think  I 
have  left  out  nothing  at  all  which  is 
material  in  the  Character  of  a  Phy- 
fician,  and  that  his  clearly  proved, 
how  an  Apothecary  may  thoroughly 
accomplifh  himfelf  with  all  thofeRe- 
quifites,  and  confequently  that  an 
Apothecary  may  be  a  good  Phyjician. 

But  where  then  is  the  Reafon  and 
juftice  of  afperfing  them  for  Perfons 
altogether  unqualified  for  i'uch  a  Pro- 
fefiiorj,  becaufe  they  were  originally 
Grocers ,  and  now  perhaps  fome  of 
them  Blockheads  ?  As  great  Difad- 
vantages,  Pm  apt  to  think,  might  be 
urg’d  againid  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  efpecially  the  latter,  I  won¬ 
der  why  by  the  Reverfe  of  the  fame 
way  Reafoning,  they  do  not  improve 
the  Fifdion  fo  far,  as  to  fetupthem- 
ielves  for  Demigods,  as  defcending 
from  Chiron  or  Apollo.  ■ 

However  the  Cafe  is  now  alter’d, 
and  we  find  the  Apothecarys  have 
the  better  on’t  in  many  refpeds,  but 
efpecially  as  to  the  learning  their  Bu- 
flnefs,  and  qualifying  themfelves  for 
the  Practice  of  Phyfick.  What  tho’  v 

they 
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they  were  formerly  Grocers  ?  They 
are  not  fo  now  ;  and  tho’  there  may 
be  feveral  ignorant  and  unskilful  a- 
mong  them,  yet  they  are  not  all  fo. 
But  fuch  now  are  their  Advantages, 
that  ’tis  altogether  their  own  faults,-' 
if  they  are  not  good  Phyficians,  as 
well  as  accompiifh’d  in  the  Art  of 
Pharmacy  ;  now  they  have  ferved  an 
eight  Years  Apprenticefhip  to  it,  have 
qualify  jd  themfelves  for  the  Pradtice 
of  Phylick,  and  are  daily  call'd  upon 
to  do  fo.  But  if  they  mu  ft  be  re- 
ftrained  from  it,  what  muftthey  do? 
How  mu  ft  they  imploy  themfelves  ? 
By  what  means  muft  they  live  ?  ’Tis 
certainly  a  great  Unhappinefs  for  a 
Perfon  to  fpend  his  Time,  Labour 
and  Mony,  to  qualify  himfelf  to  get 
a  Livelihood,  and  then  to  be  debar’d 
from  doing  it,  only  becaufe  there  may 
be  fome  crouded  into  the  Bufinefs,  ig¬ 
norant  and  unqualify’d  for  it.  But 
this  furely  will  never  be  urg’d  as  a 
Reafon,  for  fear  of  its  doing  any  Mif- 
chief  to  their  own  Faculty^ 

But  what  then  can  it  poflibly  be 
imagined  to  be,  that  thefe  jDo&ors 
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aim  at,  who  would  fo  furioufly  perfe- 
cute  the  Apothecarys  ?  If  it  was,  as 
they  pretend,  out  of  their  great  Zeal 
for  the  Publick  Good,  I  believe  al- 
moft  every  body  could  have  put  them 
into  a  much  likelier  Method  to  com- 
pafs  fuch  a  Delign :  If  it  was  to  pre¬ 
vent  Peoples  being  impos’d  upon  by 
Extortions,  Ignorance  and  bad  Me¬ 
dicines,  why  did  they  not  take  fuch 
Methods  as  would  effectually  fupprefs 
the  Number  of  ignorant  illiterate 
Quacks,  that  fwarm  almoft  every 
where,  not  only  to  the  great  Injury 
of  common  People,  by  often  robbing 
them  of  their  Mony  and  Lives,  but 
to  the  great  Prejudice  of  Phylicians 
too,  by  impudently  thrufting  them- 
felves  upon  fuch  Patients  as  are  able 
to  gratify  a  Doctor  with  a  Guinea  a 
Vilit :  Not  to  mention  thofe  Ambo- 
dexters,  who  write  themfelves  Sur¬ 
geons,  and  yet  keep  Apothecarys 
Shops,  who  by  being  train’d  up  to 
little  elfe  befides  Gamboge  and  Mer¬ 
cury ,  treat  all  their  Patients  as  if  they 
werepox’d?  Atleaff,  why  did  they 
not  do  what  would  be  molt  likely  to 

effeCt 
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effect  thefe  things?  And  to  prevent 
Peoples  being  impos’d  upon  with  bad 
Medicines,  why  did  they  not  pull 
down  their  own  Difpeafaries  ?  Had 
the  common  Good  been  purely  their 
Defign,  they  would  certainly  have 
begun  nearer  home  ;  for  the  Sins  of 
Warmck-lane,  as  well  as  fome  other 
Parts  of  the  Town,  cry  aloud  for 
Reformation. 

But  the  Storm  blows  over  all  thefe* 
and  only  the  Apothecarys  are  to  be 
level’d  at ;  here  certainly  then  mull 
be  fomething  eife  in  the  cafe.  When 
the  Phyficians  were  Apothecarys, 
they  could  then  afford  to  vifit  for 
fmall  Fees,  having  the  Profit  of  their 
Phyfick  in  a  great  meafure  them- 
felves  ;  but  (for  very  good  Reafons 
undoubtedly,  to  their  thinking)  un- 
advifedly  giving  the  Bufinefs  of  Phar¬ 
macy  into  other  hands,  the  Fees  have 
been  thereupon  exceflively  raifed, 
and  thofe  whom  they  made  Apothe¬ 
carys,  in  time  coming  to  be  more  and 
more  skilful,  began  to  be  imployed 
in  their  room,  to  fave  fuch  an  extra¬ 
vagant  Expence ;  and  thus  the  Bufi- 

I  2  nefs 
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nefs  is  fallen  fo  much  into  their  hands,, 
that  fome  of  the  poor  Do&ors  have 
much  ado  to  keep  Coachupou  Wheels, 
and  therefore  would  fain  be  Apothe- 
carys  again;  to  effect  which,  they 
have  erected  their  Shops,1  and  printed 
Books  to  afperfe  and  villify  the  Apo- 
thecarys,  telling  the  World  they  were 
but  Grocers ,  and  know  hardly  any 
thing  at  all ;  but  are  Extortioners ,  ig¬ 
norant  in  the  Compofition  of  Medicines , 
and  know  nothing  at  all  of  the  Cure  of 
Diflempers.  But  if  People  will  come 
to  their  Shops,  all  thefe  Inconvenien¬ 
ces  fhall  be  removed,  they  fhall  be 
kindly  ufedy  have  Phyfick  cheap ,  Me-  j 
dicines  very  good ,  and  Advice  for  no¬ 
thing.  But  who  cannot  fee  thro’  all 
this  Cant? 

-—Quid  non  mart  alia  Peclora  cogit 

Ann  ( acr a  E  arnes-—— 

C  ^  '•  ;,  ■<;>  ,  ''Mat  J 

Tis  the  Golden  Sand  at  bottom  they 
fifh  for.  Molt  People  grudge  to  give 
a  Guinea  for  a  Do£tor’s  Bill,  when 
they  can  have  as  good  Advice  for  no¬ 
thing,  where  they  mu  ft  fetch  their 

Medi- 
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Medicines  ;  therefore  now  they  would 
fain  have  things  in  fiatu  quo,  and  de- 
fcend  to  be  Apothecarys,  to  bring 
them  that  are  fo  back  to  Grocers ; 
th o’  twas  at  firffc  by  their  own  Ma¬ 
nagement  altogether,  that  thofe  were 
fet  up  who  would  rival  them  in  their 
Bufinefs,  by  making  themfelves  as 
capable  of  it :  But  fince  it  has  fo  hap¬ 
pened,  and  they  have  ferved  the 
Publick  unawares  ,  -I  hope  they 
have  feen  their  Miftake  too  late  to 
recall  it. 

And  now  let  us  fee  what  can  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  would  be  the 
confequence  of  dealing  with  the  A- 
pothecarys  according  to  the  mod:  fa¬ 
vourable  Methods  (which  I  fuppoie 
would  be  the  fborteft  way')  thefe 
Gentlemen  feem  to  aim  at.  Suppofe 
they  fhould  only  be  reftrain’d  from 
vifiting  the  Sick,  and  adminiftring 
any  Medicine  without  a  Phyfician’s 
Advice,  and  be  obliged  to  keep  con- 
ftantly  at  home,  and  there  only  pre¬ 
pare  and  compound  Medicines  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  Orders  ;  what  then 
would  follow?  Why  undoubtedly 

I  3  molt 
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moft  People,  efpecially  the  poorer 
fort,  would  hazard  it  to  the  laft  Ex¬ 
tremity,  before  they  would  be  at  the 
Expence  of  fending  for  and  Feeing  a 
Phyfician,  and  paying  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry  for  their  Medicines  befides  ;  upon 
which  account,  for  want  of  timely 
means,  many  Perfons  may  lofe  their 

Lives.  :  ,  :3!' 

Again,  ’tis  known  that  very  fliort 

Delays  in  fome  Cafes  are  extreamly 
dangerous,  and  fome  People  living  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  a  Phyfi- 
cian,  or  at  lead  fuch  a  one  as  they 
know  and  can  confide  in  :  So  that  it 
may  be  a  confiderable  time  before  he 
can  be  fent  for,  that  this  way  again: 
feveral  may  be  loft  for  want  of  time¬ 
ly  Afiiftance. 

Another  neceifary  Conlequence? 
and  great  Inconvenience  would  be3 
fome  Perfons  have  had  fuch  convin¬ 
cing  Proofs  of  fome  Apothecarys 
Skill  and  Fidelity  in  their  Bufinefs- 
that,  without  a  great  deal  of  unwil- 
lingnefs,  they  would  not  be  brought 
to  imploy  and  take  a  Stranger’s  Ad  ¬ 
vice;  and  how  far  but  a  little  Preju¬ 
dice 


7* entamen  .. Medicinal .<?.  i 1 c) 

dice'againft  either  Phyiician  or  Medi¬ 
cine,  may  contribute  to  render  the 
Endeavours  ineffectual,  almoft  every 
one  knows  who  is  but  [lightly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Practice  of  Phy- 
lick* 

But  what  effeCt  would  this  have 
upon  thofe  things  which  thefe  Do¬ 
ctors  principally  complain  of,  as  Ex- 
tortious ,  unreafotuble  Priz>es^  bad  and 
fophijlicated  Medicines ,  and  the  like  ? 
Why  certainly  it  would  be  one  of  the 
mo  ft  effedual  ways  to  make  room  for 
fuch  a  Charge,  as  could  poffibly  be 
found  out :  For  by  thefe  Doctors  talk 
we  are  to  fuppofe,  that  ihoulci  the 
profcribing  Bulinefs  altogether  tail  in¬ 
to  their  Hands,  the  Patient  fhould  not 
be  crowded  with  fuch  a  Glut  of  Me¬ 
dicines,  and  They  can  find  out  when 
the  Natural  Powers  are  able  to  throw 
off  a  Diftemper  without  the  help  oi 
any  Phyfick  at  all ;  that  by  this  means 
the  Quantitys  of  Medicines  ufed 
would  be  fo  much  abridg’d,  that  the 
Apothecary  would  neceffarily  be  un¬ 
der  the  Temptation  of  making  him- 
fe If  amends  by  rafting  the  Prices  of 

I  4  his 
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his  Medicines,  or  fophifticating  and 
fubftituting  thofe  that  are  cheap  in 
the  room  of  the  dear  ones,  on  the 
one  hand  ;  or  elfe  he’ll  be  in  danger 
of  impoverifhing  himfelf  and  his  Fa¬ 
mily  on  the  other.  Bat  this  Pretence 
6f  abridging  the  Number  of  Medi¬ 
cines,  is  only  a  Feint,  to  draw  Peo¬ 
ple  from  the  Apothecarys  Shops  to 
their  Difpenfaries,  by  perfuading 
them  they  fhafl  be  cured  with  a  very 
few  from  thence ;  but  a  careful  Phy- 
fician  would  no  more  deny  the  Pa-? 
tient  thole  Medicines  which  he  judg¬ 
es  might  be  ferviceable  to  him  for 
fome  By-end,  than  an  hone  ft  Apo¬ 
thecary  would  croud  more  upon  him 
than  is  needful  for  his  private  Gain. 

But  the  Difpenfary  Proceedings 
will  ftdl  allow  of  a  more  rigorous 
Conftrudion  ;  nay  they  feem  to  be- 
fpeak  it ;  for  in  almoft  plain  Words 
they  tell  the  World,  that  the  Apo¬ 
thecarys  are  not  lit  for  fo  much  as 
their  own  Trades,  and  the  right 
Compofition  of  Medicines ;  and  there¬ 
fore  to  oblige  People,  and  fubftitute 
better  in  their  room,  they  themfelves 
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have  built  Shops,  and  have  conde¬ 
scended  to  turn  Apothecarys,  (a  hope¬ 
ful  Amends  indeed  !)  So  that  by  this 
means  they  would  have  the  Apothe¬ 
carys  quite  turn’d  out  of  their  Im- 
ploys,  and  have  nothing  at  all  left 
to  get  a  Living  by,  really  an  exem¬ 
plary  Piece  of  Humanity  S  and  yet 
they  are  not  afhamed  at  thefame  time 
to  Chriften  their  Projects  with  the 
Name  of  Charitable,  and  for  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  thofe  that  are  indigent.  The 
Apothecarys  indeed  feem  fuch  a  Nu- 
fance  to  thefe  Difpenfary-men,  that 
.  ’tis  probable  they  would  not  Spare  a 
confiderable  Cofc  for  the  Ruin  of 
them,  at  the  fame  time  taking  the 
Opportunity  of  trumping  their  Ex- 
pences,  in  a  mifehievous  Defign, 
upon  the  World,  for  Works  of  Cha¬ 
rity. 

But  Should  their  Defigns  be  effedt- 
ed,  and  the  Apothecarys  Trade  ru¬ 
in’d,  what  can  be  imagin’d  would  be 
the  confequence  of  it,  or  who  in  the 
end  would  be  at  all  the  better  for  it  ? 
The  Number  of  Doctors  would  with¬ 
out  doubt  increafe  in  time  as  much  as 

the 
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the  Apothecary's  have  done,  from 
whence  might  a  rife  the  fame,  if  not 
greater  Inconveniencies,  as  *-thofe 
which  are  now  fo  much  complain’d  of 
from  the  Apothecarys  :  But  if  the 
fame  did  not  follow  from  their  Num¬ 
bers,  yet  as  they  were  but  Men,  and 
can  therefore  pretend  no  more  than 
others  to  be  exempted  from  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  Temptation,  ’tisnot  impoffible 
but  fome  of  them  may  be  fo  charm’d 
with  the  Pleafure  of  getting  Mony, 
that  they  may  fall  into  fuch  Methods 
of  doing  it,  as  may  be  more  injurious 
to  the  Publick  than  can  now  be  pro¬ 
ved  of  the  Apothecarys  ;  and  there’s 
certainly  a  great  deal  of  Rea  fan  to 
fear  fuch  a  wicked  Spirit  may  grow 
up  amongft  them,  when  it  has  took 
fuch  deep  Rooting,  as  their  Proceed¬ 
ings  teftify,  already;  but  efpecially 
when  there  will  be  none  to  rival 
them  in  their  Bufinefs,  and  when 
they  may  proceed  as  they  pleafe, 
without  controul. 


*  Vid.  Rofe'j  Cafe,  p.  24. 
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But  allowing  this  to  be  bare  Suc- 
mife,  and  of  which  there  can  be  no 
certainty,  tho’  there  is  -a  great  deal 
of  Grounds  for  fiich  a  Sufpicion  (e- 
nough,  I  hope,  to  prevent  fuch  a 
thing  being  ever  try’d)  the  fuppref- 
fmg  of  the  Apothecarys  would  una¬ 
voidably  occafion  the  Ruin  of  feveral 
of  them.  Some  indeed  may  have 
Eftates  fufficient  to  maintain  them, 
without  their  Trades  ;  but  the  great- 
eft  part  of  them  perhaps  have  not, 
what  then  muft  they  do  to  keep  them- 
felves  and  their  Families  ?  Why  they 
may  work  at  Day-Labour,  go  for 

Soldiers,  be  H - ,  or  any  thing,  as 

long  as  it  is  out  of  a  charitable  De- 
fign  ;  that  is,  to  give  thefe  Difpenfa- 
ry  Gentlemen,  who,  not  deferving 
to  be  imploy’d,  have  little  or  nothing 
to  do,  an  Opportunity  of  getting  in¬ 
to  Bufinefs,  and  laving  up  fine 
Eftates.^ 

Another  neceflary  Confequence  of 
fuppr  effing  the  Apothecarys,  would 
be  the  putting  a  great  Hop  to  the  Im¬ 
provements  of  Phyfick.  ’Tis  very 
plain  ( to  any  but  Dr.  Pitt  and  his 

worthy 
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worthy  Affociates)  how  much  they 
have  fincc  their  Rife  contributed  their 
,  fhare  this  way,  and  what  great  Ad¬ 
vantages  have  accrued  to  the  Learned 
World  from  their  Labours,  and  Dif- 
coverys,  efpecially  as  to  Botany,  and 
other  Parts  of  the  Materiel  Medico, ; 
and  from,  thofe  Opportunities  their 
daily  Imploy  now  furnifh  them  with, 
what  further  Advances  in  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  thefe  things  may  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  them  ?  Phyfick,  ’tis  true, 
has  receiv’d  very  great  Improvements 
from  this  prefent  Age  (  how  far  it 
may  be  juftly  attributed  to  the  La¬ 
bours  of  feveral  Apothecarys,  I  fhall 
not  here  difpute,  having  before  in¬ 
filled  upon  it)  but  undoubtedly  there 
are  feveral  Defiderata  Hill  left  for  the 
Pifquilition  and  Labour  of  the  Inge¬ 
nious,  to  raife  that  Noble  Science  Hill 
nearer  to  a  Perfection,  and  make  it 
more  ufeful  to  Mankind.  Too  many 
Hands  therefore  cannot  be  imploy’d 
in  fucli  a  W ork ;  but  to  reftrain  the 
Apothecarys  from  their  Trades,  or 
limit  them,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  thefe 
Doftors  would  have  them,  all  the 
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Help  from  that  fide  would  be  cut 
off. 

But  they  have  done  enough  per¬ 
haps  for'  thefe  Doctors ;  they  have 
imploy’d  their  Time,  their  Labour 
and  their  Mony ;  have  extreamly  im¬ 
proved  their  Bufiriels,  confiderably 
enlarged  the  Materia.  Medic  a ,  and 
brought  the  Art  of  Pharmacy  almoft 
to  a  Peifedion  ;  by  which  thefe  have 
got  fome  Infight  into  their  Bufinefs, 
and  fuppofing  it  advantageous  and 
profitable,  for  want  of  other  Im- 
ploy,  would  now  turn  Apothecarys 
themfelves,  and  thruft  the  other  out 
for  a  Pack  of  Blockheads  and  illite¬ 
rate  Grocers  ;  but  we  have  found 
them  otherwife,  and  the  Infinuations 
of  the  Dodors  a  gain  ft  them,  malici¬ 
ous,  falfe  and  groundlefs.  : 

Thus  we  fee  not  only  all  thofe  Pre¬ 
tences  of  the  Difpenfary  Phyficians, 
come  to  nothing,  but  likewife  that 
greater  Inconveniences  and  Prejudi¬ 
ces  would  arife,  were  their  Defigns 
effeded  ;  Mifchief  would  only  fhift 
its  Scenes,  and  the  Extortioners,  the 
ignorant  Pretenders,  and  the  like, 

would 
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would  only  be  removed  from  Black 
Friars  to  Warrvick-Lane. 

In  order  therefore  to  clear  the 
Way  towards  fome  better  Method  of 
redreffing  thofe  Grievances,  com¬ 
plain’d  of  amongft  the  Apothecary  s, 
let  us  take  a  little  more  time  to  en¬ 
quire  what  thofe  Qualifications  are 
which  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  an 
Apothecary,  limited  as  thefe  Doctors 
would  have  him,  only  to  the  Prepa¬ 
ration  and  Compofition  of  Medicines. 
By  which  means  we  may  be  able  to 
give  a  nearGuefs  at  thofe  which  are 
qualified  for  their  Bufinefs,  and  thofe 
whith  are  not,  and  by  ,what  means 
the  latter  in  time  may  be  excluded, 
and  confequently  their  Numbers  lef- 
fened,  and  thofe  Inconveniencies 
proceeding  from  thence  removed. 

All-  the  common  Shop  Medicines 
are  made  up  according  to  the  Pre- 
feriptions  of  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians  in  their  publick  Difpenfatorys. 
But  there’s  no  further  Direction  to 
very  few  of  them,  than  juft  to  take 
fucli  Quantities  of  fuch  Ingredients, 
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and  mix  them  together  S.  A.  and 
that’s  all  the  Directions  they  have. 
Now  I  never  knew  a  Phyfician  come 
to  an  Apothecary’s  to  overfee  and 
direCt  (could  he  do  it)  the  Compofi- 
tion  of  any  Medicine,  and  explain 
the  Myltery  of  thofe  two  Letters, 
that  the  artificial  Management  is  al¬ 
together  left  to  himfelf.  I  would  fain 
know  then  if  any  Perfon  who’s  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  Principles  and  Vertues  of 
Simples,  can  be  capable  fo  to  prepare 
and  mix  them,  that  the  Compofition 
ihall  be  endued  with  fuch  determi¬ 
nate  and  certain  Qualities  :  For  the 
Vertues  of  many  fimple  Ingredients 
may  be  either  exalted,  alter’d,  or 
quite  deif  toyed,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  manner  only  of  mixing  them 
with  the  other  Ingredients  of  the 
fame  Compofition.  For  in  feveral 
of  the  lejfer  Compound  Medicines  it 
often  happens,  that  the  Particles  of 
one  Ingredient  may  be  fo  different  to 
thofe  of  another,  that  they  cannot 
be  put  together  without  feme  Lucius 
or  Fermentation  (if  I  may  fo  call  it) 

in 
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in  which  the  Figure  and  Texture  of 
fomeof  them  may  be  fo  alter’d  as  to 
afford  quite  different  Qualities. 

There’s  a  Neceffity  therefore  that 
anApothecary  fhould  underftand  how 
two  or  more  Ingredients  endu’d  with 
fuch  and  fuch  Vertues,  fhall  operate 
upon  one  another  in  their  Mixture, 
and  after  what  means  it  comes  about^ 
that  from  their  Mixture  there  may 
refult  new  and  very  different  Quali¬ 
ties  ;  for  otherwife  he  can  never  be 
able  fo  to  order  them,  that  the  whole 
Procefs  fhall  be  genuine  and  regular, 
and  every  Step  of  it  conduce  to  help 
forward  his  main  Defign,  but  will  be 
directed  but  by  a  blind  Chance,  and 
the  V  irtues  of  his  Medicines  meerly 
fortuitous  and  accidental,  and  there¬ 
fore  no  Ways  to  be  depended  upon, 
or  ufed  with  fafety. 

Mr.  Boyle  difcourfes  largely  of  this 
in  his  ' Vfefulnejs  of  Experimental  Phi- 
lofophy  *,  telling  us,  that  Qualities 
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fometimes  refult  from  a  Compofition , 
which  was  in  none  of  the  Ingredients. 
All  which  makes  the  Art  of  an  Apo¬ 
thecary  very  difficult  and  intricate. 
He  tell  us  again  in  the  fame  Chapter, 
that  federal  Bodies  feeming  to  be  homo¬ 
genous ,  are  of  very  different  and  con¬ 
trary  Qualities  ;  inftancing  in  Rhubarb , 
part  of  which  is  purging,  and  part  of 
it  aftringent. 

That  whole  Piece  of  M'n  Boyle' s  of 
the  Vfefulnefs  of  Experimental  Philo- 
fophy ,  is  fo  pertinent  to  this  purpofe, 
efpecially  the  eighth  Chapter,  which 
he  wholly  [pends  upon  its  Ufefulnefs 
to  the  Terapeutick  Part  of  Phyfick ; 
where  any  one  who  fhall  think  it 
worth  his  Pains  to  turn  to  it,  may 
find  fuch  an  Affinity  between  Natu¬ 
ral  Phijofophy,  and  a  skilful  Prepara¬ 
tion  and  Compofition  of  Medicines, 
that  they  are  unfeparable,  and  that 
’tis  impoffible  to  be  skilful  in  one, 
without  being  a  Proficient  in  the  o- 
ther :  ’Tis  by  That  he  allures  us  we 
mu  ft  be  taught  to  difeover  Qualities 
of  Simples,  and  their  conftituent  Prin¬ 
ciples,  without  which  we  can  never 
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be  dexterous  in  preparing  and  com¬ 
pounding  them  ;  for  ’ tis  not  the  Ela- 
boratenefs  he  exprefly  tells  us,  but  the 
Skilfulnefs  of  Preparations  that  produ¬ 
ces  Noble  Medicines. 

Thus  we  fee  an  Apothecary  is  obli¬ 
ged  thoroughly  to  underhand  the  con- 
ftituent  Principles,  Vertuesand  and 
Operations  of  thofe  Bodies  his  Buft- 
nefs  is  converfant  about,  to  know 
what  is  meant  by  Spirit ,  Oil,  Salt, 
and  wherein  they  differ  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  be  able  to  account  for  all 
the  chief  Phenomena  that  occur  in 
their  feveral  Preparations ;  elfe  he  can 
neither  know  how  to  feperate  and 
produce  them  from  other  Bodies  when 
required,  or  when  needful,  how  to 
mix  them. 

In  Defoliations,  Sublimations ,  and 
all  the  Operations  performed  by  Fire, 
the  Artiif  mull  underhand  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Compage  and  Texture  of  Bodies, 
and  know  what  Degrees  of  Heat  is 
required  to  feperate  and  raife  one  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  what  another,  and  produce 
fucb  and  fuch  Effects  upon  them.  In 
fome  things  too  intenfe  a  Heat  may 

dehrov 
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deftroy  thofe  Principles  with  it  was 
defigned  to  feperate,  and  in  other 
things  a  low  one  may  not  be 
fufftcient  to  raife  what  was  in¬ 
tended.  The  Compage  of  fome  Bo¬ 
dies  may  be  fo  clofe,  as  not  prefently 
to  yield  to  a  feperation,  but  firft  re¬ 
quire  a  tedious  Digeftion,  and  others 
again  fo  loofe,  as  eafily  to  difunite 
with  a  very  fmall  Force  ;  all  which 
every  Operator  mull  be  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with. 

In  Elixations  and  Extractions  there’s 
fometimes  Variety  of  Ingredients, 
and  of  very  different  Kinds,  as  Herbs, 
Roots,  Seeds,  Refins,  Gums,  and 
the  like  ;  the  Texture  and  Cohe- 
lion  of  whofe  Parts  are  very  different, 
and  therefore  require  various  Me¬ 
thods  to  open  and  difunite  them :  But 
where  it  happens  that  there  is  but 
one  Menfiruum  allowed,  for  inftance, 
Spirit  of  Wine ;  the  College  Difpenfa - 
torys  feldom  give  any  further  Dire¬ 
ctions,  than  to  put  fuch  Quantities  of 
fuch  Ingredients  into  fo  much  of  fuch 
a  Liquor,  and  then  to  be  decanted, 
filtred,  &c.  But  what  can  a  Perfon 

K  2  '  do 
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do  in  this  cafe,  that  knows  nothing 
of  the  Nature  of  each  Ingredient  ? 
He  perhaps  weighs  the  Quantities, 
and  puts  them  together  in  the  Men- 
flruum  :  But  what  then  ?  Some  of 
the  Ingredients  may  be  of  fo  loofe  a 
Texture,  or  fo  agreeable  to  that  of 
the  Menjlruum ,  that  they  may  pre- 
fently  open  and  incorporate  with  it, 
and  fo  clog  up  its  Pores,  that  it  will 
not  be  able  to  ext  raft  any  thing  from 
the  reft  of  the  Ingredients,  but  leave 
them  almoft  untoucli’d  ;  fo  that  he 
has  not  a  Compofttion  of  the  whole, 
but  only  the  Virtues  of  fome  one,  or 
part  of  them;  which  for  want  of  be¬ 
ing  temper’d  or  correfted  by  the  o- 
ther,  may  prove  a  very  noxious  Me¬ 
dicine,  or  at  leaft  have  quite  different 
Effefts  upon  a  Patient,  than  what 
was  defign’d  when  given.  T' would 
be  almoft  incredible,  Ihould  I  tell 
what  notorious  Blunders  I  have  feen 
committed  in  this  nature,  for  want 
of  a  right  Knowledge  of  thefe  things, 
by  tliofe  too  of  an  uncommon  Fame 
in  their  Bufinefs.  But  a  skilful  Artift, 
as  an  Apothecary  ought  to  be,  and 

one 
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one  who  underftands  thefe  things? 
can  fio  order  all  the  Ingredients  of  a“ 
ny  Medicine,  that  every  one  fhall 
yield  its  due  Proportion,  and  contri¬ 
bute  its  fhare  towards  the  whole 
Compofition. 

Several  other  things  might  be  in- 
ftanced  in,  to  fhew  the  Neceflity  of 
an  Apothecarys  being  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Principles,  Vir¬ 
tues  and  Affections  of  Bodies,  and 
how  thro’  Ignorance  in  thefe  things, 
may  often  happen  very  dangerous  and 
fatal  Miftakes.  But  this  I  hope  is 
fufficient. 

Thus  then  we  find  the  Bufinefs  of 
an  Apothecary,  confider’d  only  as  a 
skilful  Compounder  of  Medicines, 
requires  very  little  lefs  Labour  and 
Learning  than  that  of  a  good  Phyfi- 
cian.  He,  as  well  as  the  other,  muff: 
be  acquainted  with  the  Methods  and 
Operations  of  Nature  in  molt  of  her 
Productions,  and  as  dexteroufly  and 
carefully  imitate  her  in  putting  toge¬ 
ther  and  mixing  fuch  Bodies  as  are 
fuitable  to  effeCt  fuch  certain  Altera¬ 
tions  upon  one  another,  in  order  to 

K  3  f.  produce 
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produce  a  good  Medicine ;  as  the 
Phyfician,  in  the  Application  of  proper 
Remedies,  for  the  Cure  of  a  Diftem- 
per.  He  muft  as  thoroughly  under¬ 
hand  the  Nature  and  Conftitution  of 
the  Air,  before  he  can  know  what 
Influence  it  may  have  upon  fome  cer¬ 
tain  Medicines,  either  as  to  the  im¬ 
proving  or  deftroying  them,  of  both 
which  there  are  frequent  Inftances ; 
as  the  other  to  know  how  it  may  be 
beneficial  or  injurious  to  Human  Bo¬ 
dies,  either  as  to  the  Caufe  or  Cure  of 
Diftempers.  That  in  fhort,  before 
any  one  can  be  a  skilful  Apothecary, 
he  muft  be  upon  the  Borders  of  being 
a  good  Phyfician,  and  it  may  as  pro¬ 
perly  be  faid,  the  one  muft  begin 
where  the  Philofopher  ends,  as  well 
as  the  other. 

The  Improvement  of  all  this  to 
thePurpofe  defign’d,  is  not,  I  think, 
very  difficult,  were  all  thofe  who 
now  profefs  themfelves  Apothecary's, 
and  follow  it  as  fuch,  to  be  brought 
to  this  Standard  ;  and  thofe  who 
Ihou’d  be  found  deficient  in  thefe 
things,  which  are  proved  abfolutely 

necef- 
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ncceflary  to  a  thorough  underftand’ 
ing.  of  the  Bufinefs,  to  be  fuppreft 
at  leaft  ’till  further  qualified  ;  we 
fhould  find  their  Number,  I’m  apt  to 
think,  confiderably  abridg’d.  Which 
Method,  tho’ perhaps  it  may  be  fome- 
what  difficult  to  put  in  praCtice,  yet 
it  would  not  be  attended  with  near 
fuch  Inconveniencies  on  feveral  ac¬ 
counts,  as  the  Suppreffion  of  them 
all :  For  that  (  not  with  (landing  ’tis 
propofed  by  a  Party  who  fet  up  for 
charitable,  and  who  would  fain  be 
thought  very  felicitous  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Good)  is  a  Method  which  will 
admit  of  feared  any  better  Appella¬ 
tion  than  barbarous,  and  which  is  no 
ways  agreeable  to  thole  who  have 
impreft  upon  them  the  lead  Shadow 
of  Humanity. 

Suppofe  all  of  the  Profeffiort  were 
by  fome  Law  obliged  to  Hand  this 
left  ;  and  that  none  fhould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  follow  it  as  Matter  or  Di¬ 
rector,  fo  much  as  in  the  Compofition 
of  one  fingle  Medicine,  that  fhould 
not  be  firft  found  perfectly  accom- 
plifh’d  in  all  thofe  things  that  are  ne- 

K  4  cell  ary 


i%6  T mt-amen  JSdedicimle . 

ceflary  thereto;  and  that  by  this 
means  half  of  them  Ihould  be  found 
unqualified,  and  confequently  de¬ 
bat’d  from  following  it,  either  as  to 
theCompofition  or  Adminiftration  of 
any  Medicine,  without  the  Direction 
or  Supervifal  of  fome  other  who’s 
found  capable  of  it;  by  this  all  or 
moft  of  the  Trade  might  be  fome  way 
or  other  provided  for.  For  thofe  who 
fhould  not  be  found  capable  of  being 
Mailers  themfelves,  might  find  Im- 
ploy  under  others,  who  ihould  be  fo, 
at  leall  a  great  many  of  them  ;  for 
the  Bufinefs  of  fome  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  increafe,  by  the  addition 
of  what  others  lofe,  and  would  there¬ 
fore  require  more  Hands  to  carry  it 
on :  And  which  likewife  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  preventing  thofe 
extraordinary  Prices,  which  fome, 
either  for  want  of  Honefty,  or  thro’ 
Necelfity,  are  apt  to  fet  upon  their 
Phyfick.  For  the  Imploy  of  thofe 
that  are  left,  would  be  fo  much  in¬ 
creas’d  by  the  addition  of  what  o~ 
thers  had,  that  they  would  not  be 
under  that  necelfity  of  felling  their 
•  ■  Medicines 
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Medicines  at  fuch  dear  Rates,  as  now 
perhaps  fome  of  them  do. 

But  fuppofing  this  not  a  fufficient 
Provifion  for  feveral  who  may  have 
Families,  and  therefore  upon  that  ac¬ 
count  not  eafily  practicable,  without 
the  Ruin  of  a  great-  many  of  them, 
(tho’  certainly  that  fhould  rather  be 
choien,  than  the  reducing  them  all  to 
fuch  Hardfhips,  which  would  inevi¬ 
tably  be  the  Confequence  of  our  cha¬ 
ritable  Difpenfarians  Project)  yet  to 
prevent  their  Increafe  for  the  future, 
and  by  degrees  to  leflen  their  Num¬ 
ber,  might,  I  imagine,  without  much 
difficulty  be  effected,  viz. 

Firff,  By  inftituting  fuch  a  Law 
as  would  effectually  prevent  alt 
thofc  from  being  admitted  as  Ap¬ 
prentices  to  the  Trade,  who  are 
not  fir  ft  qualified  by  a  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
Tongues. 

Secondly,  That  for  the  better  ini¬ 
tiating  and  training  up  all  thofe 
that  are  admitted  in  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  thofe  things  that  are 

necef- 
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neceffary  to  the  Art  ,of  Pharma¬ 
cy,  and  the  Preparation  and 
Composition  of  Medicines,  there 
be  publick  Lectures  at  the  Hall 
(by  fome  Per  foil  who  may  be 
qualified,  and  deputed  by  the 
Company  for  that  purpofe)  con¬ 
cerning  the  Principles  and  Vir¬ 
tues  of  all  thofe  Bodies  of  which 
the  Materia.  Medica  is  compofed. 

Thirdly,  That  all  the  ProcefTes  of 
their  Preparations  be  taught' 
there  in  like  manner :  And 

Fourthly,  That  every  Apprentice 
at  the  End  of  his  Time  fhall  un¬ 
dergo  fuch  an  Examination  as . 
fhall  be  thought  fufficient  to 
know  whether  he  has  attained 
to  the  Knowledge  of  all  thofe 
things  that  are  requifite  to  be 
learnt ;  sand  if  it  be  found  he  has 
not,  that  he  be  debar’d  from 
publickly  following  of  the  Trade 
’till  further  qualified. 

There’s  nothing  of  moment,  that 
I  know  of,  can  be  objected  againft  a- 
ny  of  thefe  Particulars  ;  but  how 

great 
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great  Advantages,  not  only  the  State 
of  Phyfick,  but  all  Mankind,  would 
receive  by  their  being  put  in  force, 
every  one  may  eafily  judge.  As  for 
the  enforcing  fuch  a  Law  mentioned 
in  the  fir  ft,  ’twould  be  an  eafy  mat¬ 
ter  for  thofe  in  whofe  Power  alone  it 
is,  effe&ually  to  do  it,  whene’er  they 
pleafe  to  take  it  into  confideration, 
which  the  Regard  they  bare  to  the 
common  Good,  and  to  red  refs  thofe 
growing  Mifchiefs,  which  proceed 
from  a  Negled  of  it,  will  undoubtedly 
in  a  little  time  put  them  upon. 

As  to  there  being  fomething  in  that 
nature  already  obferved  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  (tho*  how  flightly  'tis  regarded, 
any  one  may  be  convinc’d  by  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Illiterates  that  are  crouded  into 
the  Trade.)  4’Tis  true  when  a  Lad  is 
brought  to  the  Hall  to  be  taken  Ap¬ 
prentice,  he’s  required  to  conftrue  a 
Verfe  or  two  in  the  Latin  Teftament: 
But  what  then  ?  Tho’  he  be  very  de¬ 
ficient  in  the  Language,  yet  he  may 
perhaps  make  a  fhifit  to  blunder  o’er 
a  Verie  or  two  there :  But  however, 
either  by  tile  Negligence,  Ignorance, 
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or  Knavery  of  thofe  who  commonly 
fuperintend  that  Matter,  there  are 
frequently  fuch  admitted,  as  know 
nothing  at  all  of  That,  which  is  a 
notorious  Scandal  to  a  Profeflion, 
which  almoft  every  one  .knows  re¬ 
quires  a  perfect  Knowledg  in  it :  So 
far,  I  mean,  to  be  as  able  to  read  an 
Author  in  that  Language,  as  in  their 
Mother  Tongue  ;  for  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  plead  for  their  being  Cri- 
ticks  in  it. 

As  to  the  Methods  propofed  in  the 
Second  and  Third,  they  are  no  ways 
difficult,  if  once  fet  about  in  earneft  ; 
but  as  to  any  further  particularizing 
how  fuch  a  thing  may  be  belt  effect¬ 
ed*  I  leave  to  thofe  of  more  Leifure 
and  Ability,  and  whom  it  more  near¬ 
ly  concerns. .  » 

Then,  as  to  a  ft  riel  and  due  Obfer- 
vance  of  the  Laft,  it  would  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  no  Inconvencies  on  any  hand, 
but  in  a  little  time  would  effectually 
raife  the  Credit  and  Reputation  of 
the  Profeflion,  and  make  it  much 
more  ferviceable  to  Mankind  ;  for  by 
thefe  means  no  ignorant  or  illiterate 

Perfons 
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Perfons  could  croud  in  amongft  them, 
by  whole  unskilful  and  prepofterous 
Pradices  feveral  fuffer  both  in  their 
Lives  and  Eftates. 

Such  Proceedings  would  likewile 
mightily  conduce  to  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  Advancement  of  Learning  ;■ 
for  then  there  would  be  a  Neceffity  of 
:  it  to  all  thofe  who  like  the  Profeffion 
fo  well  to  chufe  it :  For  it  would  not 
only  keep  the  Youth  longer  at  School, 
and  thereby  prevent  them  coming  to 
it  fo  very  young  as  fome  do,  before 
i  they  can  be  tolerably  thought  fit  -for 
:  fuch  a  troublefome  and  difficult  Bufi- 
:  nets ;  but  when  they  are  once  at  it, 

[  it  would  oblige  them  likewife  to  the 
I  more  Diligence  in  qualifying  them- 
j  feives  againit  the  End  of  their  Ap- 
j  prenticefhip,  kaft  for  their  Deficience 
|  or  NegleCt  they  fhould  lofe  the  Ad- 
I  vantage  of  their  Servitude,  and  be 
!  debat’d  from  following  their  Trade. 
But  as  Matters  Band  now-a-days, 
when  the  Blockhead  and  Illiterate  is 
equally  prefer’d  with  the  Skilful  and 
Learned,  it  cannot  be  expeCled  that 
much  Pains  will  be  taken  in  purfuit 

of 
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of  that  which  is  like  to  do  them  but 
little  Service. 

By  a  Law  likewife  fufficient  to  en¬ 
force  a  due  Obfervance  of  thefe  things, 
and  what  would  be  effeftual  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  one  that  is  not  thus  quali¬ 
fied,  from  •  compounding,  admini-7 
firing  and  felling  any  Medicines,  the 
whole  Herd  of  Medicaftors  would 
foon  be  banifhed  ;  not  only  thofe  who 
harrangue  the  Mob  from  Stages  and 
on  Horfeback,  and  croud  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  Place  with  their  Bills  ;  but  likewife 
thofe  Impoftors  of  higher  Rank  (and 
confequently  the  more  dangerous) 
thofe  Blockheads  of  the  fir  ft  Magni¬ 
tude,  Men  of  Blufter  and  Bufinefs  in 
the  World,  who  cheat  by  Authority, 
and  kill  S.  A.  Thefe  likewife  mu  ft 
fuffer  their  juft  Fate  with  the  reft  of 
their  Kindred  Quacks. 

5 T would  certainly  raife  Refent- 
ment  to  the  height  in  any  one  who  in 
the  leaft  values  Ingenuity  and  Learn¬ 
ing,  to  fee  fome  JPerfons,  to  whom 
ftis  an  Honour  to  be  call’d  of  the  Fra¬ 
ternity,  arrogantly  infult  over  the 
reft  for  an  univerfal  Pack  of  Fools, 

when 
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when  at  the  fame  time  they  them- 
felves  know  hardiy  any  thing  of  the 
Theory  of  their  Bufinefs,  and  are  fo 
notorioufly  ignorant,  as  not  to  be 
abie  to  read  a  Recipe  in  the  Difpenfa- 
tory,  on  a  Bhyfician’s  Bill,  any  fur¬ 
ther  than  what  they  have  learned, 
like  a  Carrier’s  Horfe,  by  a  conftant 
Wont  to  the  Road;  an  unufual  Word 
puts  them  to  the  Nonplus,  and  fome- 
times  occafions  dangerous  Miftakes. 
This  to  my  knowledge  is  true  of 
fome,  who  notwithftanding  they 
have  found  means  to  infinuate 
themfelves  into  confiderable  Bufi¬ 
nefs,  and  heap  up  Riches,  thereby 
becoming  the  Idol  of  the  unthink¬ 
ing  Croud :  Notwithftanding  this, 
I  fay,  and  their  being  bouy’d  up 
with  a  Flulh  of  Profperity,  were 
they  to  be  brought  to  fuch  a  Trial 
as  has  here  been  propofed, 

— ; — —Movet  Cornicula  Rifum 

Furti'vis  mdata  Color ibus - 

I  queftion  not  but  they  would  fuffer 
the  Daw’s  Fate,  when  Rript  of  her 
*1  ft  ole  n 
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ftolen  Plumes,  afford  a  publiek 
Laughter. 

But  it  may  perhaps  ftill  be  object¬ 
ed  againft  putting  fuch  a  Method 
as  this  into  practice,  that  it  rarely 
happens  in  fuch  Cafes,  where  Exa¬ 
minations  are  impos’d  previous  to 
the  admiflion  of  Perfons  into  an  I Em¬ 
ploy,  that  fome  means  or  other  are 
often  found  out,  for  thofe  which  are 
not  duly  qualified  to  be  admitted. 
It  may  indeed  happen  that  there  may 
be  inploy’d  in  fuch  Affairs,  Perfons 
who  will  proft itute  their  Confidences 
to  Gain  and  Intereft,  and  thereby - 
render  the  Defign  ineffectual ;  but 
fhould  fuch  be  imploy’d  here,  the 
Injunction  of  fome  Penalty,  as  the 
lofs  of  their  Freedom  to  the  Trade, 
or  to  be  fined  a  Sum  of  Mony,  upon 
ConviCtion  of  fuch  Dealings,  may, 
I  think,  remove  all  fuch  Fears. 

How  great  a  Neceflity  there  is  for 
fuch  a  Regulation  as  this,  any  one 
may  eafily  make  himfelf  Judge,  by 
looking  over  the  Qualifications  be¬ 
fore  laid  down  as  neceffary  to  an 
Apothecary,  and  confidering  the 

Number1 
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Number  of  them  now,  who  are  al- 
moft  altogether  Strangers  to  them, 
there’s  not  only  a  Neceffity  of  jt  in 
refpect  of  the  Common  Good,  but 
likewife  for  the  Credit  and  Repu¬ 
tation  Of  the  Prpfeifion  it  felf,  it  be T 
ing  altogether  the  Admiffion  of  'fo 
many  Ignorant  into  it,  to  which  is 
owing  its  prefect  Decay,  and  the 
leffening  of  thofe  Advantages  which 
otherwife  the  Publick  might  have  re¬ 
ceived  by  it*  But  Were  fuch  Me¬ 
thods  as  thefe  once  fet  on  foot,  and 
corroborated  by  fome  coercive  Law,- 
it  won, id  certainly,  in '  time  mod 
efte£f ually  wipe  off  thofe .  Oblo¬ 
quies.  which  are  now  caff  upon  it, 
and  .thoroughly j put  a  ftop  to  thofe 
Mifchieff  which  many  People  may 
hilenffbly  receive  from  fome  of 
uhern*  .  For  thus  no  Medicines  could 
be  uf?d  pr  vended  in  the  Shops, 
but  .whay  are  skilfully  prepar’d  and 
compoiwided,  and  confequently  the 
Mifchiefs  arriving  from  bad  ones  re¬ 
moved,  which  are  greater  than  many 
rpaly  ;be  aware  of.  And  again,  the 
Apothecarys  might  uponoccafion  be 
: L  K  fpbfti- 
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fubftituted  in  the  room  of  a  Phyff 
dan,  by  thofe  who  belt  efteem,'arid 
can  afford  to  imploy  them  (not,  by 
thefe  means,  to  infill  upon  their  be¬ 
ing  likely  to  be  the  beft  PhyficiaiiS) 
but  for  thofe  who  cannot  afford  to 
be  at  the  Expence  of  the  excel- 
five  Fees,  which  our  prefent  Efcu- 
lapians  feem  to  require  as  their 
due,  they  may  be  very  happy  on 
this  account,  and  with  as  much,  if 
not  more  Safety  and  Advantage, make 
ufe  of  an  Apothecary!  ’ 


..  ..  ^  _  .  .  »  *  '  \ 

*  Gf  how  great  moment  and  Con¬ 
cern  ftich  a  Reformation  is  among 
the  Pfattitioners  •  of  Phy Pick,  every 
one  that  lets  any  value  upon  Life  and 
Health,  cannot  certainly  be  ignorant; 
but ’tis  as  rare  to  find  thofe  who  are 


in  Health  very  follicitOus  in  provid¬ 
ing  againft  Sicknefs,  as  Death  ;  We 
are  for  putting  both  thefe  Hoiifs  -far 
from  us,  tho’ when  the  Torments  of 

*  „  ^  ,  «  *-•  -fr%  .  .*4 

a  fevcre  Difletnper  Once  feize  usy  then 
perhaps  nothing  is  thought  too 
much  to  piirchafe  but  a  fhort  Re* 
fhite  of  Eafe;A  !  '■  ;  .  cA 

•  A  ■  -  J'Tis 


Tent  amen  Medic  male. 

,’Tis  certainly  a  great  Unhappi- 
nefs,  that  in  a  Country  where  fuch 
Caws  are  in  force  for  the  Defence 

f  •,  ;rv’r  1 

of  every  Man’s  proper  Goods  and 
Eftate,  that  the  Breach  of  tiicrn 
returns  with  the  g  reate  ft  lofs  up¬ 
on  the  Tranfgreifor  ;  where  every 
one  is  fo  anxiouily  careful  to  main¬ 
tain 'what  he  can  call  his  own, 
that  he’ll  hazard  any  thing  before 
he’ll  fuffer  his  Rights  and  Preroga¬ 
tive  to  be  intrench’d  upon,  and 
where  fo  much  as  every  Mecha- 
nick  Trade  is  lecur’d  from  all  thofe 
that  are  not  legally  qualified  for 
it;  where  all  things  of  much  leifer 
conqefn  are  fo  well  provided  for  : 
It  mull  be,  I  fay,  a  great  Unhap- 
pinefs  to  lie  open  and  unguarded 
in  our fdeareft  and  moft  valuable 
Enjoyments,  our  Health  and  Life. 
Thefe  are  differ’d  to  be  publickly 
invaded  by  any  impudent  and  ig¬ 
norant  Pretender  ;  thefe  are  ex- 
pos’d  to  every  Aflault,  and  any  one 
pray  attack  us  here;  every  Rene- 
gado,  every  Bankrupt  has  the  Privi¬ 
lege  of  making  a  Phyfician’s  Cha¬ 
rd  ,,r>.  ’  L  2  rafter 
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rafter  his  Jjfylum  ,  every  profligate 
Voluptuary,  and  every  blind  Enthu- 
fiaft  equally  pretend  to  the  Gift  of 
Healing.  Would  we  but  confider 
how  a  Rational  Praftice  of  Phyfick 
is  a  Concern  that  requires  ail  the 
help  that  Learning  and  a  tedious 
Study  can  contribute,  and  what  a 
laborious  Toil  every  ope  has  .  to  go 
thro’,  to  be  qualified  for  fq  diffi¬ 
cult  'a  Work  as  the  Cure  Of  Di- 
ftempers,  we  ffioald  certaihly,  if 
we  fet  any  manner  of  Value  upon 
our  Health  and  Lives,  think  it  as 
great  Misfortune  as  could  poffibly 
befal  us,  for  any  illiterate  P'reteri- 
der  to  have  the  liberty  £0  try  his 
Experiments  upon  us  :  Yet  as  Mat¬ 
ters  now  Hand,  this  milft  frequent¬ 
ly  be  the  Cafe  of  feveral  ;  for  hereV 
no  diftinftion  made  between  real) 
Merit  and  Learning,  and  ffieer Pre¬ 
tence  and  Ignorance  ;  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  this  refpeft 


Pretenfions  as  the  former,  is  it 
hot  Matter  of  Shame  likewife,  as 
well  as  Lamentation,  that  among 
a  People  of  refined  Civility  and 

Govern 


Government,  where  all  the  Privi¬ 
leges  and  Immunities  of  Life  are  lb 
carefully  provided  for,  and  fo  power- 
full  fecured  ;  yet  in-  the  chiefefi 
Bleffing  of  all,  Life  it  felf,  we  are 
at  the  Mercy  of  every  bold  Agref- 
for.  This  indeed  is  fecured  from 
open  and  violent  Attemps,  but  al¬ 
together  unguarded  again#  thofe 
lurking,  unheeded,  and  confequent- 
ly  more  dangerous  Enemies,  impro¬ 
per  and  noxious  Medicines,  prepar’d 
and  adminilfred  by  the  Hands  of  the 
Ignorant  and  Unskilful.  But  cer¬ 
tainly  fuch  a  publick  and  almoft  dai¬ 
ly  growing  Mifehief  as  this  is,  will 
fometimes  be  thought  worthy  the 
Confideration  of ’thofe /in  whom  a- 
lone  is  lodg’d  the  Power  of  redrefling 
it.  ;  ' 

I  have  no  more  to  fay,  but  to 
conclude  with  the  Words  of  a  Fa¬ 
mous  Author  (frequently  quoted  in 
the  foregoing  Pages)  to  this  purpofe. 
Neminem  vejlrum  ejfie  Arbitrary  qui  hu» 
jufice  Argument quale  fit  Momentum 
<&  Dignitas  non  agnoficat :  agitur  quiff  e 
de  MedtiSj  quibus  Hominum  vitam  tue-° 
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